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PREFACE.

THE best mode of obtaining and extending

medical and surgical knowlédge is, in
my opinion, to pay that strict’attention to
diseases, which qualifies us°to note evén the
slighter shades of difference that distingtigh
them from each other. Such discrimitation
leads us to form some regular arrangement
of them, which, even if it be not correct, may
ultimately enable us to discoverw their natural
series and order. This method I have pur-
sued from the beginning of my profcssm‘nal
studies. Whenever the opinions on subjects ’
of importance, which an attention to cases
had impressed upon my mind, differed ﬁrom
those which seemed to prewsil amongst other
practitioners, I p‘hblished the facts, and the
inferences which I diew from them, because
I thought that the former at least deserved
attention, and that the latter would either
be cenfirmed or confuted by the result of

general experience.
A3 * It
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It is more, however, on account of the
cases, than of the conclusions which they
suggested, that I am desirous of republishing
my surgical writings. Varlous advantages
result even fiom the publication of opinions;
for though we are very liable to crror in form-
ing them, yet their promulgation, by exciting
investi .gatwn, and pointing out the deficicn-
;xes of our mformatlon, cannot be otherwise
thean useful in the promotion of science.

The publication of the opinions which
naturally arise in the mind of the surgeen,
from the cases submitted to his observation,
possesees the further utility of rendering a
<pro}x detail of circumstances unnccessary.
It would be almost impossible to relate every
aminute occurrénce, that tended to impress
Lertain conclusions en the mind of the ob-
server; or to relfte every triﬁing particular
of trcatment, by wlnch the surgeon endea-
voured to accompllsh hit object. Such a dull
and tedious narrative, which would weary
and disgust the reader, may indced be well
spared ; because the practitioner may, and
must, repeatedly peruse the case at large in

¥4 the



PREFACE. vii

the book of nature. The writer merely points
out those signs by which any disease may be
discriminated from others, and identified as
one of the particular class to which he is
desirous of exciting the public attention,

With regard to the cases, which I consider
as the valuable part of the,book,” I may ob-
serve, that it is not to be expected that. the
records of them will make so’strong an im- -
pression on the minds of the readers, as the
observance of them has done on that of the
writer ; but when the same ogcurrences are
met with in practice, then will the impression
become more vivid, and knowledge® arise,”
as it usually does, from personal experieltce. *
If the facts containéd in’ these volumes oc-
curred so rarely, that others could not be’
expected to meet with them, their relation’
would be of littlg value. \They may; how-
ever, not itﬁ.properlx be compared to certain
species of plants, by no means uncommop,
which are liable to be confounded with others
by an inattentive observer ; but when their
discriminating characters are once pointed
out, they may be so readily distinguished,

: collected
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collected and exaimined, as to rénder a more
minute description of them unnecessary. * If
diseases could, like other objects which we
mean to delineate, be placed in various points
of view, and illuminated at pleasure, so as to
shew distinctly their different parts, one ac-
curate “reprgse&ation would suffice; but we
see thém obscurely, and as knowledge in-
creases, it serves, like light shining from dif-
ferent places, toilluminate the various parts
of the objects of our examination.

For, as I have cxpressed it in the first
edition of these writings, *“ in proportion as
we advance in knowledge, we are led to re-
“mark many circumstances in the progress of
a disorder which had before passed without
potice ; but which, if known and duly
attended to, wopld clearly point out the
nature of the complaint. ence the records
of " former cases are of ;much less value ; as
the symptoms about which we are now.
anxiouc to enquire, have in them been entirely
overlooked.” It therefore, becomes necessary °
that each™riter should state those circum-

stances to which he has been partlcularly
attentive;
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attentive ;. nor need he farther delineate the
case than by a general outline, so as to
render it intelligible. -

The relation of cases may be compared to
the representations which an artist gives of
natural objects, and which ail® valuable only
in as much as they are correct or vivid dchneq.
ations of reality. Such portra:ts sketched by
a person of dull perception, or by one whase
optics are perverted by prejudice and theory,
are either valueless or deceptive; and hence,
perhaps, has arisen that abjection to books.of
cases which I find to be very prevalent, In
the imperfect sketches which I have laia before
the public, my chief object has been to togch
up and bring into view some parts. of the
subjects which have not been o clearly seen
or strongly delineated by former draftsmen, '

When books of th)f kind are published,
mutual forbearance isyrequisite on the part
both of the writer and the reader. The
former should not. cxpect his work to be ap-
provod of, till the latter has examined whether
his. repzesentatxon of diseases .be correct, and

his
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his conclusions legitimately drawn from the
facts which he has observed .and collected.
Neither should the reader condemn the work
till "he has examined the subject, and is in
consequence able to point out the errors of
the premises or conclusions, The author’s
view of a subject may indeed be correctly
formed from thedfacts which he himself has
witressed ; but it may differ from that which
more - extensive txperience would have sug-
gested. For this difference no blame can
properly be attached to him; he relates what
has fallen upder his own observation, and
invites others to attend to the same facts,

" T have been induced thus to offer my sen-
nments respectmg the design, mode, and
“probable advantages of recording cases, not
with a view of vipdicating the plan which I
have pursued for that indeed cannot -be
naecessary, since it is thg-same that has been
followed by the best authors on surgery.
My object, by these remarks, has been to
induce others to reflect how they may
most effectually promote medical knowledge.
No one can have thoroughly studied his pro-

. " fession
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fession without perceiving how susceptible it
is of improvement, without discerning how
inadequate the efforts of an individual must
be towards the accomplishment of this pur-
pose, and consequently without fecling an
earnest wish to engage general co-operation
in this desirable object,

In republishing my former writings, I
have left out all that part which relates to
physiology. The surgical facts containéd in
them, will now be found incorporated with
my later publications, under the same general
head of Surgical Observations. I have also
made those alterations and enlargements
which a greater share of éxperience has
dictated. The subjects have likewise been
transposed. I have put at the beginning
of the book those cases which shew how -
much local diseases depend upon the general
state of the patlent’s health, because I shall
have frequent occasion t9 refer to this subject
in the succeeding parts éf the work.

I fcel much gratified in ﬁndmg, that,
though a largcr portion of experience has
enabled
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enabled me to.add some new and, striking |
facts 'to, this edition, it has not shewn me
any thing -that I-ought to retract or ma-
terially to alter. _This, indeed, must be the’
case in a3 book -containing only facts, and
opinions . not, .incautiously deduced from
them. Sevglal of the papers contained in
these volumes met with very general and
strong . ebjection, which I considered as the
greatest compliment that could be paid to,
them. For if the views which I had taken
of various practical subjects were different
from those of others, and were ultimately
found to be correct, the “greater was the
riecessity for their publication,

‘SURGICAL



SURGICAL OBSERVATION S.

ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN, AND TREATMENT OF
LOCAL DISEASES. .

N evil seems to me ta hav:: arisen from

the artificial division of the heahng art
into the medical and surgical departments.
This division has caused the attention of the
physician and the surgeon to be too exclu~
sively directed to those diseases, which cus-
tom has arbitrarily allotted to their care.
The effects of local disorders upon the con-
stitution have, in consequence, been too .
little attended to; and indeed I know of
no book, to which I can refer a surgical
student for a satisfactory account of those
febrile and ‘nervous affections which local
disease produces, excepygthat of Mr. Hunter*.
The reciprocal operation of constitutional
disorders upon local diseases has obtained

* Treatise on the Blood, Inflammation, &c¢.
YOL. I, ‘B e
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still less attention. 'To investigate. more
particularly some parts of these subjects,
and to submit them to. public notice, are
the proposed objects of the present paper.
No part of the animal body can in general
be very considerably disordered, without occa-
sioning d corrgspondent dcrangement in
other parts of the system. Such disorder
has been contidered by Mr. Hunter as the
resuit of universal sympathy. This consent
of the whole constitution with its parts
manifests itself, in particular instances, by a
greater disturbance of the functions of some
ofgarfs than of thoserof others; and from
this circumstance diseases have derived the
appellations, by which they are commonly
dxstmgmshed. If the actions of the sangui-
“ferous system be principally disturbed, and
the temperature of the body subject to une
usual variations, the djseasc is termed fever :
1f the nervons system be chiefly affected, ‘a
state of vigilance or of delirium may bc,prp-
duced : convulsions and: tetanus take place,
‘when the functions of the muscular system
_are more particularly deranged. . Though
the
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the disorder of particular organs thus gives
a character and denomination to the disease,
it is sufficiently evident, in the instances
adduced, that the whole constitution is
disturbed ; while certain parts are chiefly
affected, . perhaps from unknown circum-
stances relative to the nervous system, or
from a predisposition to «disorder existing
in the affected parts. It seems to be ascer-.
tained, that persons of parficular constitu-
tions are predisposed to those febrile actions
of the sanguiferous system, which constitute
the inflammatory fever; that there is a pro
pensity to convulsions in children; and to
tetanus in the inhdbitants of warm cli-

mates. . . o .

It may be a fit subjét‘ for enquiry, whe-,

ther it be possible for! particular organs to
become affected otherwise, than through the
medium of the nérvoul system in gemeral.
Though spme ' instancls of sympatﬁ“ ‘are
strange, and perhap¥ igexplicable, there are
strong reasons for belieying that the inflam-
matory fever, the state &f vigilance"and ‘de-
lirilum, convulsions and tetanus, which arise

32 v in

J

3



4 ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN,

in consequence of injuries of the limbs, are
produced by irritation imparted to the brain,
which, by a kind of reflected operation,
occasions a greater dicorder of some of the
organs of the body than of others, and thus
gives a character and denomination to the
disease®.  *

A

L

« . * Mr. Hunter, who, with that patience and industry
for which he was se remarkable, collected and examined
all the facts which he had observed relative to the sub
ject of sympathy; has divided it into continuous, contigu-
ous and remote. It is the remote sympathies, according
to his division, of which I am now speaking.

The observations of Dr. Darwin on ocular spectra, and
indeed the consideration of the nervous fuuctions in ge-
neral, reader it highly probable that sensation is not pro-
duced merely by impulses made on the nerves, but by
means of actions excited by uch impulses, which actions
are continued to‘the sensorium.  Nervous actions, then,
miy take place without the usually exciting causes; such
actions say be continued through the medium of the

- yeticufar communications of nerves, and thus physio-
logically we may explain the continuou’ and contiguous
sympathies. Actions also‘p?qdnctive of sympathetic sen-

~sations may be supposed fo take place through the media
of ganglia or plexuses. In remote sympathies, however,

. we must suppose the actions which originate in an injured
or diseased part of the body to be continugd to the

" gensorium, and there to excite the actions of other
nerves, &c. ’

A
&

. That
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That the stomach and bowels are disor-
dered by injuries and diseases of parts of the
body, has been remarked by various per-
sons ; but the subject has never been exten-
sively surveyed, nor viewed with that ac-
curacy of observation, which its high im-
portance merits, It has been observed that
sprains of tendinous or ligamentous parts
produce sudden sickness; and Mr. Hunter
has attributed that shiverirg’which is con-
sequent to accidents, and attendant on°some
diseases, to the state of the stomach., It is
known that, in some local injuries from
accident or operations, the’stomach has ap-
peared to be the part principally affected.
But remarks on the affections thus induced -
in the digestive organs have been made only
in a cursory manner ; and it is my intention’
to examine the subject more particularly. It
also appears to me that the connexion of
local diseases with the; state of the constitu-
tion in general is cnhel not sufficiently un-
derstood, or not duly ;egarded by the gene-
ralit}y of practitionersy and I also mean to
claim their particular attention to this sub-
Ject. 1 shall in the first place select a case

: B 3 - to
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to shew how the stomach and bowels, or,
to speak yet more extensively, the digestive
organs may be affected from local disorder.

Sudden and vidlent local Irritation will sometimes pro-
duce an equally sudden and webement Discrder of
the digestive Orgams.

CASE I

A HEALTHY gentleman, about tventy-
five years of age, was induced to submit
to an operation for the return of an adlic-
rent omental hernia, rather in order to
Temove the inconvenience and apprehension
'which the disorder, occasioned, than from
any urgent necessity ; for any increased ex- .
ertion in walking or riding produced the
descent of a portion of intestine, behind
the thickened omentum, and obliged him
to stop, and replace it:cand he fiequently
could not accomplish the reduction without
considerable difficulty. The application of
trusses had been quite ineffectual in obviat-
ing these alarming inconveniencies. ™

The
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The patient’s diet on the day preceding
the operation was scanty, and consisted of
fluid substances. He took on the morning
of the operation some Epsom salts and
manna, which purged him twice and seemed
to have emptied his bowels. Asportion of
the omentum was cut off, and the remainder
was returned, after two ,vessels had been
tied. The operation was followed by gene-
ral disorder of the constitution, manifested
by a full and strong pulse, furred tohgue,
great anxiety, restlessness, and total want
of sleep. The stomach was particularly
affected, being distended, uneasy on com-
pression, and rejecting every thing that
was swallowed. He was bled largely ‘in
the evening, and took saline medicines,
but could not be prqwuled on to swallow
any thing eclse, except some toast and
water. The sickness; had in some degree
abated on the next dgy‘ A solution of mag-
nesia vitriolata in mint water was prescribed
in small occasional d;ees, in order to re-
lieve the disorder and distension of the sto-
mach, by procuring some discharge from

B 4 the
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the bowels*. In the course of the day -he
took an ounce of the salts, which were
not rejected by the stomach; yet he could
scarcely be prevailed upon to take any
thing else. The tongue was still covered
by a thick 'yellow fur; the skin was hot
and dry, and the pulse frequent. As
there ‘was no particular tenderness about
the hypogastric region, he was not again
bled. . The sécond night passed without
any sleep. As the -salts had produced

# Tt is most probably the disorder of the brain which
affeCts- the stomath ; but the re-action of the latter af-
fection is liable to increase and maintain the former, by
‘which it ‘had itself been produced. The effects that result

* from the sympathy of the whole constitution with local
disorder vary greatly botl: in nuture and degree. Some-
times the brain is the part chiefly affected ; on these oc-
aasions the nervous emergy appears to be much im-
paired ; and in some instances of this description, the
patient gradually sinks, little fever or re-action of the con-
stitution being observed ; in othé\' instar.ces, however,
there is a low delirium, with o slight dqgree of febrile
actwn; and in others agam, the delirium is more violent,
and is accompanied with a propornonal increase of fever,
subsultugof the muscles, and convulsions; Sometimes
other parts of the body or particular organs scem to be
principally affected ; indeed the variety of effects” pro.
duced under the circumstances alluded to is such as to
bafic description. .

¢

no
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no effect, the same medicine was ordered in
an infusien of senna, with the addition of
some of the tincture, which, by being given
in very small doses, was retained. When,
however, it seemed likely that no effect
would result from this medicine, a grain
of calomel was given at night, -and repeated
on the following morning., Still" the doath-
ing of food continued. The third night
passed, like the former ones, "without sleep,
and in great anxiety. On the next nlorn-
ing, two pills, containing five grains of
the pil. colocynth. and the same quantity of
the pil. aloet. cum myrrha, were given
every fourth hour. These procured no stool,
nor produced any sensation which inclined °
the patient to believe that they would ope-
rate. Again he passed a sleepless night:’
but, towards the morning, he felt his bowels
apparently filling. to use his own expiession,
and a profuse dlscha:ge ensued. A dozen
copious, fetid, and » b‘?ck evacuations took
place ‘between five ant ten o'clock, and he
had several others in the course of the day;
‘after which his appetite returned, his tongue
became clean, and a ‘sound and continued
sleep succeeded.

That
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That the chylopoietic organs - were the
parts chiefly affected .in this case can scarcely
be questioned. The sickness, the tender-
ness of the parts in the epigastric region,
the aversion to food, and the state of the
tongue, all indicate that the stomach was
much disordered. The insusceptibility of
the bowels to the action of medicines,
which would ordinarily have produced dis-
charges from them, and the profuse eva-
cuations which subsequently relieved the
patient, prove that these viscera participated
in the iaffection. The black colour of the
discharges shews, I think, that the secretion
«of ‘the' bile was not healthy, and that the
“liver was affected with the other chylo-
poietic vxscera, '

It may be supposcd, that the injury done
to the- omentum might contributc' to pro-
duce the disorder of tpese organs, rather
than of others. . We do not, however, find.
that such effects commonly succeed to similag
operations. ‘The consequences in the prée’
sent case were more severe than might-have
been expected, if it were not known, that an
_opcratfon performed on 2 healthy patiertt is

more
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more apt to produce considerable disorder,
than when performed on one. whose con-
stitution has previously sustained - the irrita-
tion of a disease, for which the operation
becomes necessary.

It is probable also that the restlessaess:
and anxiety of the patient yere aggravated,’
if not principally caused, by the state,of :
the chylopoietic viscera ; sincestherelief which
took place in those parts on the renewal of
secretions into them, certainly removed the
nervous and febrile symptoms. That the dis-
charges were the effect of secretion is proved
by the absenice of - alimentary matter in the
bowels, in consequence of the action of
the purgative administered on the morning
of the operation, and the abstinence both
before and after that perod®.

L I could

* Two instanees are recordefl in Mr. Pott’s Works, of
the operation for the reduétich of an-hernia being per-
formed where fio manguiatmntxmd. See Pott’s Works,
Vol. IH. pp. 295, 299, editionfof 1783.

The nperation in the case just related was undertaken
upon the authorlty of these cases, which were both suc-
cessful. I performed a similar operation of a patient,

ewhosc life hal been twice in immincnt hazard fron stran-
gulaticn
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I could relate numerous cases in support
of the inferences, which I have drawn. from
the preceding history; that local irritation.
acting on the nervous system may affect
the digestive organs in a very serious man-
ner, and thereby create great general dis-
order of the system, which is afterwards
alleviated 1n proportion to the amendment
that ensues in the state of those viscera.
Such consequeénces of great local irritation
must frequently occur to cvery one; it is
therefore unnecessary to adduce more in-
stances to support the opinions here de-
ivered.

~With respect to the treatment of cases of
this description it may be right to add, that

' the primary object should be to produce se-

cretion frem the irritable organs.  In the case

L

«
.

gulation ina case of adherentepiplocele,, in which a truss
did not keep up the hernia, and the operation was followed
by violent peritonitis, which could only-be subdued by
such cdpious and repeated venmsection, as endangered
the patient’s life. These two cases have ‘made such an
jmpression on my mind, that I should be very averse in
future to underrake similar experiments.

which +
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which has been related, and in many others
recorded in this volume, the effect of sscre-
tions occurring from the disordered organs
in relieving their irritable state is very mani-
fest. In many instances opium will not pre-
vent continual efforts to vomit, yet when by
magnes. vitriolat. or purgatives administered
in the form of pills, and clysters, stools
are procured, the vomiting ceases, the sto=
mach retains both food and medicine,and
general tranquillity of constitution is as sud-*
denly restored.

A slighter Degree of continued local Irritation will
produce a less wident Disorder of the digestive |
Organs. y

IF then vehement local irritation can
produce a violent distarbance of the chylo-
poietic organs, it. may be expeeted that a less
degree of a similar cauge will produce slighter
effects of the same natpre. Indeed, the fore-
going case was related not merely because it

‘seemed worthy of fecord by itself, but
chiedy to prepare the reader for the ob-
servations which are to follow,

This
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This slighter degree of derangement occurs
in the advanced stages of lumbar abscess,
diseased joints, compound fractures, and all
kinds of local disease, which impart consider-
able and continued irritation to the whole
constitution. We also find a less important
disease, as for instance, a fretful ulcer, keep
up a disorder of, the system in general, and
of the digestive organs in particular, which
subsides as the icritable state of the ulcer di-
minishes. But as practitioners in general
may not perhaps have so attentively remarked
these circumstances as to be familiarly ac-
quainted with them, it may be useful to
mention a very common occurrence, which
cannot have escaped observation. I allude
to the effects of the irritation of teethmg
‘upon the health of children. The brain is
sometimes so affected as to cause convul-
sions ;. the digestive organs are almost con-
stantly disordered. Thg appetite fails ; the
tongue is furred ; the secretions of the liver-
are either suspended, diminished, or vitiated.
The bowels are ecither purged or costive,
and the feces fetid. The frcal matter is
often mixed with-mucous and other secre-

" tions,
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tions. ‘There is also frequently a very
troublesome cough. - Such symptoms gene-
rally subside when the local irritation ceases, -
but sometimes the disorder of the digestive
organs, thus excited, continues and disturbs
the general health. of the patient, ,

If local 1rntat|on be capablc of disprder-
ing the bowels, it seems natural to conclude
that it acts upon them thraugh the medmm
of the brain. If also the brain and nervous
system should be disordered, without any
apparent local disease, similar derangements
may be expected to take plact in the func-
tions of the digestive organs. In® cases,
where some morbific poison: has been ab-s
sorbed, producing effect¢ similar to those of
syphilis, we usually find the irritation of the
constitution which ensues to be accompa-
nied with this slighter.disorder of thg chylo-
poietic organs,

Whenever, also, the nervous energy and
general powers of the consritution hive been
weakened - and  disordered by any’ violent
discase, as fever, small pox, measles, ho-ping

! cuugh,
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cough, &c. the digestive organs are fre-
quently affected in consequence, and such
affection becomes, as will afterwards be ex-
plained, the cause of many secondary dis-
cases.

In persons, likewise, who have naturally
a weak or irritable state of the nervous sys-
tem, we find the digestive organs disordered
in a similar manner. Improprieties in diet
will also produce a similar state of irritation,
weakness, and disorder of the functions of
the digestive organs.

- This slighter disorder of the chylopoietic
organs is, in general, manifested by a
diminution of the appetite and digestion,
flatulence, and unnatural colour and feetor
of the excretions, which are generally de-
ficient, in quantity. The tongue is dry,
whitish, or furred, partxcularly at the back
part; this symptom is most apparent in the
morning. The fur is greatest at the back
part, dnd extends along the middle of the
tongue to the tip, the edges remaining elean,’
As the disease advances, a tenderness is felt

6 © when
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when the epigastric region is compressed, and
the patient breathes more by the ribs, and

less by the diaphragm than in the healthy
~ state. ‘The urine is frequently turbid;

In this general enumeration of the symp-
toms, several circumstances ,are omitted
which occur occasionally, and which .may,
when the subject shall be better undel::
stood, denote peculiarities in.the diseas?, and
require corresponding peculiarities in- the
medical treatment. I shall here notice a
few of them. The appetite is sometimes
moderately good, when the digestion is im-
perfect; and the latter may not be defective,
although the disease still exists. In some
instances, indeed, the-appttite is inordinate.
Tenderness of the epigastric region on pres-
sure, is not always an attendant even in
advanced Stages of the disease. The howels
are alternately costive, ajd lax'even to purg-
ing#, ‘The’ urine I }ometimcs pale~co-

* I have known persons wh sk bowels were ordinarily
costive, and whose general health was much derariged by
disorder of the digestive organs, though they were un-
conscious of its existence, feel pleased that their bowels
were in a comfortably lax state ; yet on observing the
stools, they résembled pitch in colour and appearance.

voL.I. c loured
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loured and coplous like that of hysterical
patients.

Patients affected in the manner above de-
scribed commonly declare they are in good
health, except that they feel disturbed by
their local complaints; yet they are found,
on enquiry, to have all the symptoms,
which characterize a disordered state of the
digestive orgags. ‘The mind is also fre-
quently irritable and despondent ; anxiety
and languor are expressed in the countenance.
The pulse is frequent or feeble; and slight
exercise produces considerable perspiration
and datigue. The patients are sometimes
restless at night, but when they sleep soundly
they awaken unrefreshed, with lassitude, and
sometimes a sensation, as if they were inca-
pable of moving, Slight noises.generally
cause them to start, and they are, to use
their own expression, vefy nervous. These
circumstances seem to me -to indicate weake
‘ness and irritability of the nervous and
muscular systems ; which, in addition to the
disorder of the digestive organs, that has
been described, are the chief circumstances
observable relative to the general health of

' those
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those patients, whose cases are related in the
following part of this paper. By corrects
ing the obvious errors in the state of the
digestive organs, the local disease, which had
baffled all attempts at cure by local means,
has speedily been removed, and the patient
has acknowledged that such an alteration has
taken place in his general health, ‘as excited
his surprize.

A Review of the natural Functions of the digestive
Organs, and an Enquiry into the Signs which
denote them to be in a bealthy or disprdered State:

BEFORE I proceed, I may be allow'ed to
enter more fully into a consideration of tle
symptoms which dendte disorder of the di-
gestive organs ; in order to induce surgeops |
to pay that strict attention to them, which
the impoftance of, the pubject so weH de-
serves. It would ‘indeed be impossible for
the reader to understand*‘ without such pre-
fatory observations, my ébject in the treat-’
ment of the cases whlch will presently be
related, or the opiniohs which I have
formed, relative to their mode of cure.

‘ c2 The
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The changes which the foed undesgoes
in the digestive organs of the more compli-
cated animals are threefold ; and distinct
organs are allotted to each of -the thnee
processes. Digestion takes place in the
stomach ; chylification in the small intes-
.ines ; and a third process, hitherto unde-
nominated, is performed in the large in-
Jestines. It is probable that in some cases,
one set of organs may be more disordered
than the others, and of course one of these
processes may fail more than the rest. For
instance, the stomach may digest the food in
a healthy manner, although the intestines
do rfot .perform their share of the changes,
which they ought to eﬁ‘ect.

_'The food is converted in the stomach into
a viscid semitransparent substance called
chyme; and that this change is effetted by the
agency of the succus ,gastmcus, is a'point-as
well -ascertained as any in ph‘ysmlog In
"a state of health this conversion takes.place
without any appearance of that natural de-
composition which' animal and ' vegetable
matter would ordinarily undergo in a warm
9 ; and
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and moist place. When, however, digestion
1 imperfect, gaseous fluids are extricated
from the alimentary matter. Vegetable
food becomes acid, and oils become ran-
cid. Uneasy sensations are also felt, and
undigefted aliment may be observed in the
faces.

Disorder of the stomach is however more
readily perceived by advertinig to the.state
of the tongue, which often indicates an irrita
ble and unhealthy condition of the stomach,
when no manifest symptomis of indigestion
occur. If there be no fever to disturb the
secretions in general, the change which ‘is
visible in the tongue can be imputed to no
other cause than local dxsease, or a partici-
pation in a disorder of the stomach or lungs.
Local irrifation or mentﬂ anxiety will cause
a white and dry tdngue; but does not this
effect arise through the medlum of an affec-
tion of the stomach? ' For although the
secretions ‘of the tongue # imst partake of the
general disturbance whﬂ;h prevaﬂs in fever,
their especial disorder may be, in that case,
‘also, not improperly attributed to the state
of the stomach.

S c3 The
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The state of the tongue is, in general, an
infallible criterion of a disordered condition
of the stomach; but it does not point out
the kind and degree of that disorder. In
recent and considerable affections, where the
appetite is lost, and the digestive powers are
greatly impaired, the appearances of the
tongue are by mo means so strikingly un-
Jhealthy as in more confirmed cases, where
neither the appetite nor digestion appear
materially deficient. It is probable that a
continuance of irritation in the stomach may
so affect the tongue, as to render unnatural
secretions habitual to the part, and that
these exist independently of the original
dause, or may be reproduced by trivial de-
grees of disorder. Nay, sometimes the cu-
ticle of the tongue seems to have lost jts
transparency, and to become permanently
white, in consequence «of continued irri-
tation *, . '

* In hectic fever, although the stomach may be very
weak, the tongue is generally clean; it is therefore pro-
bable that the foulness of the tongue denotes irritation of
the stomach, and not mere weakness when accompanied
with tranquillity,

o ' After
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After making the allowances, which such
circumstances require, we may in general be
enabled to detect a disordered state of the
stomach by observation made on the tongue :
and, as it is of consequence to ascertain such
disorder at an early period, whef the symp-
toms are probab]y slight, this qrgan should
be observed in the morning, when it will be
found much furred, particularly at the part
next the throat. Its appearahce may vary
in différent parts of the day from varieties in
the state of the stomach, depending on the
excitement which is derived from food, or a
state of irritation arising from foo long fast-
ing. The tongues of many persons® with -
disorder of the stomach look moderately
healthy during the ﬂay, ‘though they have
been so much furred in_the morning, that
it has been deemed necessary to scrape
them.

A disordered state of secretion, either as to
quantity or quality, will be the natural effect
of irritation of a secrefing organ. This is
evidently the ease with the tongue; and we
may, with great probability, conjecture that

the sam€ consequence also takes place in
c4 the
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the stomach. Since the juices of the stomach
are the immediate agents in digestion, that
process must be disturbed in proportiofi as
its secretions are deficient or vitiated.

If undigfted matter pass from the stos
mach into the intestines, it can scarcely be
supposed that their powers are capable of
converting it into chyle; and it may be-
come irritating to those organs in cogséquence
of ‘the chemical changes, which it may then
undergo. When digestion is imperfect,
animal and vegetdble substances experience
considerable chemical changes before they
«leave the stomach ; and similar changes nmay

¢ continue to take place during the time they.
are detamed in_the bowels, unless eaunter-
.acted by the powers of thie digestive organs ;
powers which seem chiefly to belong to the
fluids wvhich are secreted into them.

_ The extent of the power which the in-
testines possess of converting what - they
receive from the stomach into chyle, or of pre-
venting chemical changes, is unknown.. Itis
probable that much undigested matter is ab-
sorbed by the lacteals, when the digestiva

‘ powers
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powers fail in their functions. This is
apparently the case in diabetes, where the
végetable miatter floats in the serum of the
blood, fendering it turbid; and afterwards corn-
bines so as to form sugar in 1ts passage
through the kidneys. The stfong odour,
which various kinds of food impart to the
urine, indicates that different substances are
abserbed indiscriminately from the intestines.
It is probable that a turbid state of the yrine,
and vitiations from thé natural edour of
Lealthy urine, thay very frequently arise
froiti a similar esuse; viz. from the imperfect
action of the digestive organs, in consequenice
of which, tnassimilated matter is taken up
by the lacteals, and afterwards separated frohi
the blebd in the kidneys. It may be rea«
sonably comjectured that the same powers, .
by whicli tlie kidneys cétivert the old mate-
rials of out body into that peculiar motlifica-
tion, of ammal mattgr, whlch is dissolved in
the water of the urine, ,and which has been
ealled by the French ;hcmists urée, may
‘also enable it, in a héalthy and vigorous
stute, o disposé of muc!i ‘unassimilated sub-
stifice in the sameway.  The further consie
deration of this subject would, however,
- Jedd
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lead to a discussion foreign to the purpose of
the present paper: it will be sufficient to
remark at present, that the state of the urine
may afford assistance in ascertaining the
existence of disorder of the digestive organs,
and in indicating its nature. It has been
already mentioned, in the brief account of
the symptoms, that the urine is frequently
turbid. It should, however, also be ob-
served, that the quality of the urine greatly
depends on the state of the nervous system.
It is frequently, in the disorders of which
I am speaking, pale-coloured and copious ;
which is probably owing to a state of ner-
vous irritation, such as exists in hysteria.
It~ is not improbable that disorders of the
digestive organs, by causing the. frequent
.secretion of unnatural urine, may produce
irritation, and subsequent disease of the
kidneys, and other urinazry organs.

Modern physiologist’:s seem to agree in
the opinion that the succus gastricus is the
agent, by which digestion is effected ; but
they are not so unanimous as to the imme-
diate cause of chylification, It is not im-
probable that the succus intestinalis is a

principal



AND TREATMENT OF LOCAL DISEAsfs. 2y

principal agent, although its qualities have
not yet been enquired into; for, indeed, the
investigation would be attended with diffi-
culties almost insuperable.

. Since the bile and pancreatic Jiquor are
poured into the intestines at a small dis-
tance from the stomach, it is natufal ta con-
sider these fluids as wuseful in effecting
the change, which the alinfentary matter
undergoes in the small intestines, namely,
its conversion into chyle. The chyme, or
aliment digested by the stomach, being viscid,
the pancreatic juice has been considered as an
useful and necessary diluent, and ptrhaps:
this fluid may have other properties with -
which we are unacqlaintéd.

The uses of the bile have of late much
engaged the attengion of physiologists Mr,

Tunter observed that it did not scem to in=
corporatc with the chyle; and it certainly
cannot do so and retpin its own naturé,
since its colour and taste are so intense,
that jt would impart -these properties to
the chyle, if mixed with it in the smallest
‘quantity! The difficulty of conceiving that
. the



48  ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN,

the two fluids can be agitated together by
the peristaltic motion of the intestines,
without bécoming incorporated, has led to
an opinion that tHe bile may combine with
the alimentary matter, and lose its ori-
ginal properties ; but nothing of this kind
is ascertained. Fourcroy thinks that the
atkalic and saline ingredients of the bile
may combine with the chyle, and render it
more fluid, while the albumen and resin
may ' combine with the excrementitious
matter. It is, indeed, evident that the bile
combines either totally or partially with
something separated from the chyle, and
‘exists formally in it, and in a state of
health uniformly dyes it of its peculiar
colour ; and therefore ‘it has of late been
.supposed, that the bile may serve to purify
the chyle, by precipitating and combining
with its feculent parts ?

It has been said in the brief ‘and general
recital that has been given of the symp-

* In the enquiry into the probable uses of the bile,
it ought to be obscrved, that in many persons, ip whom
that sccrction is either for a confiderable time wholly
suppressed, very deficient, or much depraved, it does not
appear that the nutrition of the body is defelives -

tOII}S, ’
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toms, which characterize disorder in the
chylopoietic organs, that the stools are of
an unnatural colour and odour. Medical
men entertain various opinions respecting
the colour of the faces; to me this property
seems generally to depend on the kind and
quantity of the bile, All the secretions,
which are poured into the alimentary canal,
except the bile, are colourless or white; if,
therefore, this fluid were wanting, the re-
sidue of the aliment would be of the co-
lour, which' might be expected to result
from its undigested parts combined together.
When, for®instance, the secletion of bile
is stopped by the irritation of tebthing in.
children, whose diet is chiefly -bread and .
milk, the faces areswhite; when this secre-
tion is obstructed in adults,” the stools ares
pale like whitish-brown paper. .

In cases of disease, however, coloured
excretions may take place from the bowels.
There is great. reasoyy for . ascribing the
discharges in the disease called melefia to a
vitiated secretion from the surface of the
alimentary canal. I .was intimately ace

quainted
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quainted with a patient, who suffered re-
peated and increasing attacks of constitu-
tional irritation. When the disorder was
wrought up, as it were, to a crisis, he was
forewarned by a sensation, as if his stomach
was filling, of the occurrence that was about
to take placg. In less than a quarter of an
hour  he would vomit more than two quarts
of a fluid resembling coffee grounds in colour
and consistence. Shortly afterwards very
copious discharges of asimilar darker coloured
and offensive matter, took place from the
bowels: but a green viscid bile, appearing
distinct and ' uncombined, was intermixed
with ihis, These evacuations ceased in a
day or two, and the constitutional irritation
disappeared with them.:

" T examined the bodies of several persons,
who died under attacks of this nature, and
found the villous coat of the' alimentary
canal highly inflamed, swoln 'and pulpy.
Bloody specks were' observed in various
parts ; ‘and sphacelation had actually taken
place in one instance. The liver was hgalthy
in some cases, and diseased in others. I con<-

7 clude
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clude therefore that these diseases, which
were termed hamatemesis and mel&na, arose
from a violent disqrder, and consequent
discased secretion of the internal coat of
the bowels: and that the blood, discharged
when the affection was at its height, did not
flow from any single vessel, but from the
various points of the dlscased surface.

Indeed I think it probable, -that the pro-
fuse discharges, which sometimes follow
the continued exhibition of purgatives, con=
sist of morbid secretions from the bowels
themselves, and not of the residue of alimen-
tary matter detained in those organs. »Such
evacuations, cither occurring spontaneously,
or excited by medicine, « frequently relieve
irritation of the chylopoietic viscera.

It seems probable - that the stools Which
resemble px‘ichssaré principally composed of
diseased secretions fromthe internal surface
of the intestines, since; they do not seent
cither like the residue of the food eor dis-
charges from the liver. . Can we suppose
that all the black and fetid matter which

was
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was discharged from the bowels, in the first
case, was poured forth solely from the liver ?

The subject of morbid secretions is hoye
ever particularly illustrated by that weﬂ;-
known alvine discharge, jwhich so miich
sesembles yeast mmloggv@d consistance that
it cannot be comfaungsd, with feces, with
blood, or with 4 vitiated ‘secretion from the
liver. A medicat man of my acquaintance
took, for some disorder in his stomach and
bowels, an aperient medicine, which appa-~
rently. emptied those organs. *He ate no-
thing but litde bread in broth for his dinner,
and @ small quantity with his tea in the
eyening. He experienced an uneasiness in
his bowels, and an inclination to evacuate
them after he had gone to bed; but he
resisted this desire till four o’clock in the
morning, when its urgency forced him to
nse, He then discharged, what he supposed
0 amount in quantify to-a gallon, of a
smatter exactly like yeast, unmixed with any
bile or fasces. When he arose in the morning,
he had a similar evacuation of about a

quart ; and on thcsucﬁeedmgday there was
+ a solid
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a solid stool, apparently of the same sub-
stance, coloured of a light green from an ad-
mixture of bile. He had a natural stool
the next day: his appetite returned, and
the uncasy sensations subsided,

An unhealthy gélemtr of the, faeces may
further be attributed, to some ddgeneracy
in the quality of the ahmentary matter ;
such as may be supposed .o take place
when the digestive organs fail in the
performance of their offices, and different
alimentary substance$ are in consequence
detained in the bowels, where they may pass
through chemical decompositions, and re-
combinations. But, though I am inclined
to allow the full operatior? of these causes,
the following reasons lead me to believe
that the colour of the feces generally de-
pends on the kind gnd quantity of the, bile.
In the natural 'state of the digestive or-
gans, when there is ‘ho peculiarity of diet,
and no medicine is taken, the bile alone:
colours the residue of the food. The faces
voided during a state of disorder of the di-
gestive organs are sometimes partially co-
loured ; which circumstance cannot be well

voL.I, D accounted,
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accounted for upon any other supposition
than that of an irregular secretion of the
bile. Fluids secreted from the intestinés do
not usually enter into combination with the
fecal matter, but appear distinctly when
excreted. Thus we find mucus and jelly
discharged {from the bowels, unmixed with
the feeces.  Medicines which affect the liver
produce a very sudden change in the co-
lour of the fieces. Small doses of mercury,
without any zltcration of dict, somctimes
change the stools immediately from a blackish
to a light yellow colour, which indicates a
healthy but deficient secretion of bile.

- The appearance of healthy bile in the hu-
man subject is that of‘a deep brown, resem-
bling a mass of powdered, thubarb when just
moistened with water. Yet if bile be dropped
into water, a single drop will dye a large
quantity of water of a brlght yellow, so that
the deep brown appearancé is the effect of
"the intensity of the yellow colour. In
health there ought to be so much bile poured
into the bowels, as when commixed with the
residue of the food, to dye it of the peculiar.
colour of bile. It is right howevcr to say
that
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that the colour of the bile may vary con-
siderably without any apparent disorder of
the organ which prepares it, or of the health
in~ general.  Sometimes, indeed, we find
gréen bile in the gall bladder, when the liver
#% not diseased. I cannot, however, but
think that the natural colour is a yellow, so
intense*as to appear brown. Green bile is
usually poured out in circumstances where
there is evident disorder of the digestive
organs; afd we cannot well suppose that
there are two kinds of healthy bile. The
quantity of this fluid should be%uch as com-
pletely to tinge the excrement of its peciuliar
colour. By attending, therefore, to the
colour of the faccs, »the kind and quantity
of bile, which the liver excretes, may in
general be ascertathed.

The colour of *the alvine excretions in
disordered states of *the, viscera is various.
Sometimes they appear'td consist of the resi-
due of the food, untinged by tile. Some-
times they are of a light yellow coiour,
which denotes a very deficient quantity of
healthy b¥liary secretion; tliey may also be
of a deep vlive, of a clay brown, and of a
_ . D2 blackish,
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blackish brown; all which shew a vitiated
state of the biliary secretion,

Any kind of brown, which dilution will
not convert into yellow, I should consider
as unhesithy, since the colour of healthy
bile is a bright yellow, which by concen-
tration appears brown.

Such are thé circumstances which I have
collected from my own observation, and
the reports of others, relative to the alvine
excretions, in the disorders which have
becn‘described.

I have dwelt thus particularly upon the
subject of the biliary secretion, from a belief
that its quantity and quality can, in gene-
ral, be ascertained by inspection, and will
therefore serve to indicate the presence of
disorder. Whether the foregoing opinions
be correct or not, it will, I'think, be gene«
“rally granted that the excretions from the
bowels commonly indicate the healthy or
disordered state of the digestive organs. By
the state of the feces we may judge how far
digestion has been effected; and gelatindus
g mucose
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mucose and other matters being mixed with
them, denote irritation or disease of the

bpwels.

The effects, which medicine or diet may
have upon the colour of the faces, ought,
however, to be considered. When the food
is coloured, and this colour is not altered
by digestion, it will, of course, appear in
the faeces; hence if it should be thought
desirable to know accurately the state of the
biliary secretion, it would be right to restrict
patients to a diet that is not likely to colour
the feces. The green colour &f vegetables
tinges the fzcal residue of the food. «Stecl
also is known to blacken the feces. It
should also be remarked that the exposure of
the feces to air after their expulsion, will,
in some instances, cause.a considerable Al.
teration irt their colour. In our cndcavours,
therefore, to ascertain whether the liver is
performing #ts eoffice® nghtly, by observing
the colour of the feces; attentxon should be.
paid to these circumstances. .

I conclude this review of the opinions

entertained respecting chylification, by ob-
’ D3 serving
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serving that if the succus intestinalis be an
agent in this function, disorder of the intes-
tines is likely to affect its secretion, and thus
impede this second important part of the
process of assimilation.

The ré¢sidue of the alimentary matter,
mixed with the bile, passes from the small
into "the large intestines, and there under-
gots a sudden chapge; it acquires a pecu-
liar feetor, and becomes what we denominate
feces. This change is so sudden, that it
cannot be ascribed to spontaneous chemical
alterations (which would be gradual) but
to some new animal agency. If the contents
of the small intestines at their termination,
and of the large at their commencement, be
examined, they will be found totally dif-
ferent, even within a line of each other; the
former being without feetor, and the latter
being“in all respects whht is denominated
feces, ‘Though chemists then might speak
of the feculent matter of chyle as feces, yet
physio)ogists would rathey apply that term
to the change in the residue of the food,
which takes place in the large mte'Stmes,
and which seems to bc cffected by the animal

powers
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powers of those organs, The feces quickly
suffer chemical decomposition out of the
body, although they often remain in the
bowels without undergoing the same kind of
change. Their chemical decomposition is
attended with the sadden formaticn of ame
monia ; yet if they be examined when recent,
they are found to contain acids which
ammonia would neutralize. The inference,
therefore, naturally arises, that this third
process, I mean the conversion -of the resi-
due of the aliment into faces, may, amongst
other purposes, be designed so to modify
that residue, as to prevent it from under-
going those various chemical changes, which
might be stimulating to the containing
organs, as well as injurious to the general
health. )

In a perfectly healthy state of the digestive
organs, probably“no chemical decomposi-
tion, even eof the fleces, takes place; yet
such changes happen, m¥somedegree, with-
qut apparently producing any injurious
consequences. To chémical changes we
may probably attribute the: extrication of
inflammable air, and the various and unna-
) ’ D 4 tural
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tural odours of the faecal matter, which are
observable in disordered states of the diges«
tive viscera.

The means by which this modification of
the residue of the food, which takes place
in the large intestines, is effected, are but
little known. Analogy leads us to refer it
to the effects of a secretion from the lining
of those intestines in which it occurs. Now
if this secretion deviates from the healthy
state, in consequence of an irritated or
disordered state of those organs, we may
reasonably expect a corresponding derange-
ment 0f the process, by which the residue of
the foud is converted into faeces.

Further Enquiry into the Nature and Effe(ls of thai
Disorder of the digestive Organs, the symptoms of
which bave been recited at Page 16. ‘

Havinc taken this general view of the
functions of the chylopoittic viscera, in
order to facilitate the forming a judgment
relative to those circumstances which indi-
cate their derangement, I return ‘to speak

' " more



AND TREATMENT OF LOCAL DISEASES. 41

more fully of that affection of them, which
I have described, as arising from causes re=
cited at page 16. This subject, it must be
acknowledged, is very important, if it can be
shewn that disorders of the digestive organs
are the cause of a great number of other dis-
eases. The enquiry would then not only
lead us to discover the source of many dis-
turbances of the constitution, which origi-
nate in those of the digestive organs (for
patients have no suspicion of any disorder
existing in them), but would also lead to
the prevention and cure of many secondary
diseases of a more vexatious afid sometimes
of a more fatal nature, than those.from
which they originated.
If the tongue be furred at its back part in
the morning, when there is no fever, it is
reasonable to mfc; in general that the state
of the tongue is owing to its partxcxpatmg
in the irritation of the stomach. Such par-
ticipation produces an alteration in the secre-
tions of the tongue; they are either deficient
in quantity, or vitiated in quality. A state
of irritation in any secreting surface is, in-
dleed, hkely to be attended with the same con-
sequences,
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sequences. It is, therefore, fair to infer that,
when a general disorder of the digestive or-
gans takes place, those fluids, which produce
the changes that the food undergoes in them,
are deficient or depraved, and consequently
that digestion and the subsequent processes
must be imperfectly performed.  The liver
is likely to participate in the disorder, and
the biliary secretion to be diminished or vi-
tiated. ‘This circumstance admits of ocular
demonstration ; and I have, therefore, consi-
dered it as an evidence of a more or less ge-
neral disorder of the digestive organs. A very
reasonable objection may, however, be made
to considering the derangement of the fune-
tions of the liver as a criterion of those of
the stomach and intestines ; since the liver is
independent of the latter organs, and may be
the, subject of a disorder confined to itself,
In some cases, also, the alimentary canal may
be affécted, without disturbing, the liver.
Such circumstances may happen occasion-
ally; but they are not ordinary occurrences,
and should be considered as exceptions to
general rules, which do not militate against
their common operation. In general, ‘affec-
tions of the former influence the functions of

the
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the latter: and the state of the biliary se-
cretion affords a very useful evidence of a
more or less general derangement of the
chylopoietic viscera, and should excite our
attention to investigate its kind and degree.

I have stated, in describing the symptoms
which denote discrder of the digestive organs,
that the feces are generally deficient in
quantity, This circumstance may. be ac-
counted for in various ways. It may be
ascribed to diminished or unhealthy secretion
of bile, which does not precipitate the usual
proportion of feculent mattgr from the
chyle. Persons whose bowels are lax, and
not inactive in carrying downwards the Fe-
culent matter, void it daily in deficient quan-
tities. It may be supposed too that, either
from the deficiency of bile, and consequent
want of ,excitement, or from the effects of
disorder, a torpid.'state of the bowels may
exist, which. causes them to carry downwards
the feculent matter in sp.all quantities. This
circumstance may produce a greater absorp-
tion of the feces than what is natural, or an
accurrulation of them in the colon.

’ That
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That the digestive organs in general were
affected in the cases of local disease, which I
am about to record, is most evident; but I
am aware that many varieties of disorder may
be included in the general description of the
symptoms, which I have given. Future ob-
servations may lead to further distinctions ;
but I see no impropriety at present in speak-
mg of the disordered state as gencral ; since it
is probable that no material disorder can or-
dinarily take place in onc of the digestive
organs, without disturbing the functions of
the others. When digestion is imperfectly
performed, the functions of the intestinal
canal will soon participate in the disorder of
the stomach. Under these circumstances, the
secretion of bile will a'so probably become
irregular. Should discase commence in the
large intestines, as about the rectum, it dis-
turbs the functions of the sgomach, and secre-
tion of ‘the liver, and becorhes augmented in
its turn by its sympathy with these parts,
Should the liver be disordered in the first in-
stance, the stomach and bowels may not im-
mediately sympathize, although they will

probably soon become affected, ‘
¢ I feel
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1 feel further warranted in considering the
symptoms, which have been fecited in' the
former part of this paper, as arising from a
general disturbance of the functions of the
digestive organs, from contemplating the
effects of blows on different parts of the belly,
which do not seem to have injurgd the struc-
ture of any single abdominal viscus, but yet
produce effects denoting a general disorder of
these organs. The symptoms-have varied in
severity in proportion to the violence of the
blow received. In the cases which were the
consequence of the nfore forcible injuries the.
symptoms were, a furred tohgue; great
vomiting, so that the stomach could retain
no food ; difficulty of affecting the bowels
by medicine ; great fever;*and even delirium.
Indeed, all those effects were produced, which
I have represented as arising from vehemént
local irrifation of yemote parts of the body.
The disorder has’ generally terminated by a
profuse distharge of black and fetid stools,
after which the patient as perfectly recovered:
On the contrary, where ‘the symptonts con-
sequept on the blow have been lgss violent,
$0 as not to claim such strict attention, the

' 5 dis-
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disorder has continued. Persons who had
been prev1ously in perfect health, have be-
come hypochondriacal, and have hid 4ll
those symptoms of disorder of the digestive
organs, which have been already enumerated
as arising-from a less degree of local irritation,
with such consequent diseases as originate
from such disorder, and which will be men-
tioned in the subsequent part of this paper.

In order to enquire more particularly into
the nature of this disorder of the digestive
organs, I have examined the bodies of a con-
siderable number of persons who have died
of diseased joints, lumbar abscesses, and other
great local diseases. I knew that these pa~
tients had their dxgestlv‘e organs disordered in
the manner that I have described, and that
in many of them the secretion of, bile had
been cuppressed for a great length of time,
and, when it was renewed, that it was very
deficient in quantity, and faulty in quality :
yet, on dissection, no alteration was discovered
in the structure of the chylopoietic viscera,
which could be decidedly pronounced to be
the effect of disease It naturally excites sur-

10 . prise;
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"prise, that such a state of irritation, and im-
perfect performance of the naftral functions
of these parts, should exist for so long a time,
as in many cases it 1s known to do, without
producing organic disease; still I believe it
may be set down as a truth, (which has
been verified by every observation I have
made,) that a state of irritation leads to
those diseased vascular actions, which pro-
duce an alteration of structure in the irritated
parts. )

However, where the disordered state of the
bowels had been of longer duration, I have
found the villous coat of the intestines swolh,
pulpy, turgid with blood, and apparently
inflamed, and sometimes ulcerated and these
appearances have been mast manifest in the
large intestines. Having obscrved repeatedly
in dlsscctlons of these cases, that the large
intestines were more dxseﬁsed than the small
ones, it occurred to me, that the fact might
be accounted for in the following marnner : If
digestion is incomplete, the undigested food
must be liable to chemical changes, and the
products fesulting from this cause, are

. likely
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likely to be most stimulating to the large ine-
testines, Indeed, in advanced stages of this
disorder, mucus and jelly tinged with blood
are discharged, and it seems probable that a
kind of chronic dysentery may be thus
induced,

In some mstances, where the disorder had
existed for many years, the bowels have been
diseased throughout their substance ; the in=-
ternal coat being ulcerated, and the peritoneal
covering inflamed, so that the convolutions
of the intestines were agglutinated to each
other. In these cases the liver, and somee
times the spleen also, were much diseased,
being tuberculated in every part. Such is
the result of the information which I have
obtained by dissection.

Accurate attention to the subject, especially
in medical cases, may lead to important sub-
divisions, which I have not yet been able to
‘make, But when I find that irritation of the
nervous system, however it may originate,
deranges the chylopoietic organs, and affects
the stomach, bowels, and liver, apparcntly at

the
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the same time, I think it fair to infer, that
these organs are equally operated on by the
same cause. Disorders of the brain may affect
the chylopoietic organs ; and itis well known
that this influence is reciprocal. The stomach
is said to be chiefly concerned in producing
these effects ; but the causes of the sympathetic
affection are probably more general.” A.fit of
passion has produced jaundice ; and the irri-
tation of teething in childrerr frequently sus-
pends the secretion of bile ; so that the stools
are not in the least degree tinged with that
fluid. If the head can thus affect the liver, it
is reasonable to infer, that the liver may reci-
procally affect the head. It is very difficult
to form an opinion relative to this subject ;'
for, in the instances®which Havé beert mene
tioned, the affection of ‘the liver may take
place, only because it forms a part of the di-
gestive organs, and not flom-a direct sym-
pathy existing between ithnd the head. SHl,
however, Ido not tlnfrk t unreasonable to
conclude that irritation of the other chylo-
poietic ‘organs may, as Well’ & that ‘of the
stomach, disorder the soutrce of - smsatlou. .

]
. VOL.I. E . To
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To, display how much hepatic irritation
may affect the sensorium, and consequently
the whole nervous system, I insert the fol-
lowing case:

CASE 1I.

A gentleman applied to me with a thicken-
ed and tender state of the periosteum of his
tibia. ‘'This disease had troubled him for
more than a year, but became at last so ex-
tremely painful that he declared he had not
slept for three months, and that his life was
50 intolerable that he resolved to undergo a
course of mercury, even though in the opinion
of those surgeons whom he had consulted,
his.discase was not venereal. The duration
of the disease, as it had made no greater pro-
gress, induced me to comcide in the opinion
which had beerl given him. His tongue was
much furred, his appctite was moderate, and
he was not conscious that, his digestion was
otherwise than good, His bowels were per-
fectly regular. I desired him to take five
grains of the pilul. hydrarg. every second
night ; ‘but before he took them to remark
the colour of the discharges from his bowels,
and to observe whether the medicine produced

any
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any change of it. In a week’s time he cglled
upon me, and said, I come to tell you the
strangest thing that perhaps you ever heard,
which is, that I actually 'do not know the
precise spot where the lump on my shin was
situated, and doubtless these pilis which you
directed are a most wonderful cémpound of
opium, The first gave me sleep, which I' had
not had for three months. After taking’a
second, I have slc:pt soundly all, night, and
feel myself alert in the day. Every other
preparation of opium, which 1 have taken,
failed in producing siecp, and made me ill
during the succeeding day. After all, con-
tinued he, it cannot be the pills that have
made me well, for they have had no perceptible
effect on me. I asked him, had he, as I re~
quested him, remarked the colour of the
alvine discharges? He uphcd he had, and
that before he took the ntechcme they*were
(to use the patient’s own yords) as black as
his hat, and now they we.r& of the colour ofa,
ripe Seville orange. The gn eat relief ansmg
from the corrcction of the blhdry secretion
was notto me so strange, .as the patient ex~
pected.  It*is doubtless such remarks that
have impressed some medical men with the
E2 opxmon, .
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opinidn, that the liver was the root of the
evil in all disorders of the digestive organs.

Cases like the present, (and several similar
ones will be found recorded in this work,)
appear torme highly valuable on many ac-
counts. They shew that hepatic disorder
may disturb the sensorium, either immedi-
ately, or inter nledlately, by disordering other
organs concerntd in digestion ; they shew
how disorders of the abdominal viscera may
become the cause of various other diseases, by
disturbing the source of sensation and ner-
vous energy ; and they further shew that
uriirritating and undebilitating doses of
mercury have, probably by their local action
in the bowels,, a great influence in cor recting
the secretion of bile, and by this means of
relieving hepatic irritation ¥, .

‘ » “ . Nothing

® To shew how stomachic’ irritation nay induce or
fhaintain a general disturbed state of the nervous system,
1 shall briefy relate the chief circumstances of a disorder
which occurred in my own person. Having, in conse-
quence of djssection, had some morbific animgl matter
imbibed from a cut on my finger, I suffered at first from
severe fever, which subsiding left me much iridisposed.

I then became subject; occasionally, to considerable and
. painful
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Nothing in pathelogy is more generally
admitted, than the reciprocal operation of dis-
orders of the head and of the digestive organs

-

painful ulcerations of my throat, and to severe rheumatic
pains, which almost prevented me from going about:
These symptoms left me in the summer, and returned in
the winter during three succeeding years.. Inv the second
winter, when their recurrence seemed to have arfsen in
consequence of catching cold, the rheumatic symptoms
rendered mc almost a cripple for three months ; nor were
they mitigated by any medicine which I took, Exercise
on horseback relieved them in a very great degrce. I
could not exercise on foot, for the plantar fascize were
affected, as were my anKles, knces, elbows, and the
muscles of my back. During the whole of this illness
I had no appetite, yet I eat food when it was put,on the
table. The want of appetite excited no surprize; for I
thought it was a natural consequence of general indispo-
sition. At the end of thret months, T one day felt sick
at stomach, for about an hour, but not to that degree as
to induce vomniting, and whilst this sensation continued
I had not the slightest rheumatiq pain about me. I now
resolved not to eat tlll.my appetltc returned, apd even
then 1 gratified it very ‘sparingly eating only vegetable
food and drinkipg only water, Ip one week my appetite
became keen, my digestion ea i]‘,‘,.“my stomach . ttanqunl,
and I was as free from rheumati (a disorder to which’
I never had been subject,) as at; any period of ‘my life.
It is also suﬂicxcntly manifest fiow much uncomfortable
feelings of theshawels affect the nervous system, and how
immediately and completely the general disorder is relicved
by an alvine evacuation.

E R or
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on each othen; yet the exceptions to this
general rule deserve to be remarked in a com-
prehensive examination of the sukject. Some
persons have great disorder of the digestive
organs, without any apparent affection of
the nervous system ; and even discases of a
fatal nature may take place in the former
organs without affecting the latter, Indeed,
if we examine any of the most evidently sym-
pathctlc affect'ons, we shall find the same
exceptions. - The stomach gencrally sympa-
thizes with disorder of the uterus, but it

does not invariably do so. .
.Mzny of the symptoms recorded in the de-
scription of the state of health of those per-
sons who are affected by disorder in the diges-
tive organs, denote a.disturbance of the ner-
vous and muscular powers. When we ob-
serve this compound disopder we can seldom
determine which were thé primarily affected
organs, General nerveus irritation may have
-preceded the disorder of ,the stomach and
" bawels, or may have been caused by it. The
history will generally shew, that the derange-
ment of the digestive organs is secondary
When it drises from local irritation, it can
be
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be produced only through the medium of
the sensorinm. When it is idiopathic, it fre-
quently originates in causes which affect the
nervous system primarily; such as anxiety,
too great exertion of mind of body, and im-
pureair. Sedentary habits and irregularities of
diet arc causcs which may be supposed to act
locally on the organs themselves. * Nervous
irritability and weakness are not perhaps sus-
ceptible of a direct cure by-medicine; but
the disorders of the digestive organs are more
corrigible by medical remedies. In practice,
these require our chfef attention ; and if their
disorders be corrected, all neivous irritation
frequcntly ceases, and health is restored. In
many instances the nervous irritation, which
has induced the discase, is trivial, and would
soon cease, were it not kept up by the re-
action of its secondary symptoms.

Whether this' disordér of the digestive
organs be primary or'sedondary, it generally
produces irritation irf the brain; and thus
may cause in many instafices actua) disease of
that organ, as will be stated in the conclusion
of this paper. But derangcment of the di-

gestive organs arises, in many cases; from esta-
E 4 blished
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blished nervous disorder: indeed there is
often, reason to suppose that it is dependent
on, -or connected with, actual disease of the
brain, In such cases, the correction of the
disordered functions of the digestive organs.
cannot be accomplished ; and even if it were
practicable, it would not cure the nervous
discase. It is however highly necessary and
advantageous to attend to the disorder of the
digestive organs, where it is only a symptom
of nervous'disease. The relief of the forimer
will often mitigate, though it cannot cure
the latter *, .

The

* The'ingenious Mr. John Bell has of late published an
«opinion, that all nervous disorders depend on the circula.
tion of blood in the brains The opinion is founded on this
dogma; the brain being insensible, there can be no such
thmg as nervous irritation.  Believing similar opxmons to
be prevalent in the profession, I think it worth enquiring,
whether, if the motion of a worm in the stomach produces
temporary ‘blindness or convulsions, there be not some
nervous irritation ? If a man has his leg aputated on
account of a compound fracture, and afierwards becomes
delirious and dies; I grant that fullness of the vessels of
the head will be found on dissection; but was not the
vascular action caused by prccediﬁg nervous irritation ?
The same fullness of vessels and signs of inflamfhation
ave found in - those who die of fevers; but \lo not the -
. miasmata
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The connexion of local disease with general
disorder has been often remarked ; it hasbeen
‘formerly attributed to impurity of the fluids ;
a theory which is not irrational, Imperfect
digestion must influence the qualities of the
blood, and all parts of the body may be af-
fected from this source. But in accounting
for the reciprocal influence of disorders of
the head and the digestive organs on each
other, the modern explanatiqu of these phe-
nomena, by means of sympathies, ‘is perhaps
preferable.  Afflicting intelligence will de-
stroy the appetite*and produce a white
tongue in a healthy person; #nd a blow on
the stomach disorders the head. These phz-
nomena take place independently of the
blood, and can only*be explained by admit-
ting that disturbance of oné organ imme-
diately affects another. :

2 "]

miasmata which cause theyn affect ¢he brain, and suddenly
impair and dfSturb its energy, and “s not then the vascular
action a consequence ? T wobld ask too, practically, does
blood-letting cure disorders in which there isa fuliness
of the vessels of the head ? It must be granted, thaj in
many isstances it temporarily alleviates.them, but -in
others it faiﬁ to relieve and even aggravates them.

- : The
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The writings of the ancients abound with
passages, in which local diseases are attributed
to affections of the abdominal viscera, and
the same fact has been noticed by several of
the moderns. The French surgeons appear to
be very solicitous to keep the bowels in a cool
and tranquil state; and Dessault ascribes the
origin of erysipelas to a bilious cause. The
German surgeons, Richter and Schmucker,
attiibute many Jocal diseases to gastric af-
fections; ‘and in Italy, Scarpa views the
subject in the same light. The English-
practitioners seem to have been less attentive
to this class cof disorders; imsomuch that
Fischer, a German, who published an ae-

. count of the state of medicine in this country,
expresses his surprise that the English should
be so little acquiainted with gastric diseases,
I know not exactly what ideas these gentle-
men may annex to the termg gastric and bili-
ous disdrders, since they do mot particularly
describe them. I have répresented the sub-
jest in the foregoing payes, as it has appeared
to me on the most attentive examination.

“There is also an excellent di'sscr&‘tign, in

which



AND TREATMENT OF LOCAL DIiSEASES. 59

which the cffects and treatment of disorders
of the digestive organs are particularly de-
scribed, inserted in the eighth volume of the
Memoires de la Société Royale de Medicine
of Paris for the year 1806, at page 310,
entitled Reflections sur le Traitment de la
Manie atrabilaire comparé a celdi de phi-
sieurs autres Maladies chroniques,-& sur les
Avantages de la Methode evacuante, p'ar, M.
Hallé, After describing the discharges from
the bowels in atrabiliary mania, he observes,
that a similar state of those organs is found
in other diseases, namely dropsy, hypocon.
driasis, accompanied with difficulty of breath-
ing and palpitation, gbstinate coughs, and a
great number of very different diseases; to
all of which the same treatment is applicable.
That the extremely prejudicial consequences
of disorders of the stomach and bowels have
been noticed at al] times by persons of obser-
'vation, and partxcularly by those who are in
the habit af judging®of theif state by their ex-
cretions, is sufficientlyevident. Theantients
sought to correct the error by purging with
hellebore, and the ‘moderns by more com-
pound pyrges, to use the words of M. Hall,

par
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par le mélange de purgatifs résineux & des
mercuriaux. I have not, however, met with
any-physiological investigation of the nature
of these diseases, nor of the rational objects
of cure. It is to promote such an investi-
gation, that I have laid before the public the
facts which have come under my observation,
and the reflections to which they have given
rise,

In investigating the connexion between
local diseases and disorder of the health in
general, I can perceive,-that failure in the
functions and~irritation of the digestive or-
gans may act prejudicially on the system in
, general in various ways. They may produce
weakness, for strength and vigour seem to
-arise from the “conversion of our food into
perfect blood, They may produce an im-
pure state of that fluid, and they thay pro-
duce great irritation of the brain; and thus
influence the whole body. Howewer, what I
have to observe resperting the causes and
cure of docal diseases will. be most properly
introduced and best understood after the cases-
have been recorded, upon which the\opmlons

have been founded.
The
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The result of all these observations, which
1 have been able to make, relative to this
subject, has induced me to believe that the
disorder of the digestive organs, caused by the
various circumstances which have been re-
cited, consists in a weakness and irritability
of the affected parts, accompanied by a defi-
ciency or depravity of the fluids secreted
by them, and upon the healthy qualities of
which the due performance® of their func-
tions seems to depend. This opinion is de-
duced immediately from the consideration of
the symptoms, and confirmed by all the
collateral evidence, which we can collect.
The duration of the affection, without fatal
consequences, shews that it is a disorder of
functions, and not'a d1seasg of structure.
Dissections confirm the opinion. Blows
which excite general irritation of the diges-
tive organs, produte also the symptoms which
charactenze the likg dxsoréc,r, when it‘arises
from nervous irritation, ot is excited by in-
temperance, I doubt not hut every one will,
-on reﬂectlon, consider the fhsorders of the
digestiwe organs to be of the first importance,
and will perceive the propriety of diligently
. enquiring
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enquiring into their nature, that we may
know°them when they exist, and that our
attempts to remedy them may be conducted
on rational principles, This consideration
will, T trust, vindicate me for employing so
much timg in an investigation which, per-
haps, some may consider as tedious and une
oafwfa.ble. .

Occasional Effects of Disorder of the dzgemve
Organs.

It is generally admitted, that disorders of
the chylopoxenc viscera will aftect the source
of* sensation, and consequently the whole
‘body ; but the variety of diseases, which may
result from this cause, has not been duly
weighed and reflected on. -

It may produce 'in the rervous system a
diminution of the funcnops of the bram, or
a state of excitation, causing defirium ; par-
tidl nervous inactivity and’ msensxbdnty, or
the opp051te state of irrifation and pain! It
may produce in the muscular systcw{ w;cak-

ness, tremors, and palsy* or the tentrary
5® . affec-
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 affections of spasm and convulsions. It may
excite fever by disturbing the actions of .the
sanguiferous system ; and cause various loeal
diseases by the nervous irritation which it
produces, and by the weakness which is con-
sequent on nervous disorder or imperfect chy-~
lification. Or if local diseases occur ina con-
stitution deranged in the manner which I have
described, they will become peculiar in thelr
nature and progress, and difficult of cure.
Affections of all those parts which-have a con-
tinuity of surface with the stomach; as the
throat, mouth, lips, skin, eyes, nose, and ears,
may be originally caused or aggravated by
this complaint. I must observe, before I+proe
ceed to the relation of cases, that such a dis-
order of the digestive organs as I have de-
scribed gxisted in every instange.’ I do not take
upon myself to say that it was the primaty
cause of the general derangement of the con-~
stitution, with which the: localiseasea ppeared.
to be connacted ; it lmght; have. been the
consequence, as indeed *has ;been stated .in .
these prelirpinary observations,

Treatment.

I shall now proceed to mention the plan’
. which
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which I have pursued in the treatment of *
these disorders, when they have been con-
nected with surgical diseases: with what
degree of success, the following cases will
demonstrate. I do not feel altogether com-
petent to give full directions relative to
this subject because I have never attended
to medfcal cases wijth that degree of ob-
ser vation which would lead me properly to
“appt eciate the efficacy of different medicines,
when administered either in their simple or
compounded forms. The subject is so im-
portant, that the public would be highly
indebted to‘any practitioner, who would
point out the varieties of these diseases, and
the appropriate modes of cure. ‘The method
of treatment, whith I hfave adopted, is simple,
and founded on the opinions I have formed of
the nature of the disease, and on physiological
views of the functions of ¢he affected organs.
Behevxng the dlsorderod: parts 'to be in a
state of -‘weakness and of irritbility, my
-object has been, to diminish the former and
allay the latter, Believing also that the se-
cretions into the stomach and bowegls, upon
the healthy state of which the due perfor-
* " mance
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mance of their functions depends, were, in
consequence of such disorder, either deficient
in quantity or depraved in quality; Iheve
endeavoured to excite, by means of medicine,
a more copious and healthy secretion.

It is a principal object of medicine to give
strength and tranquillity to the system at
large, which must have a beneficial influence
on allits parts, and greatly promote the well-
doing of evety local disease. Wao cannot rea-
sonably expect tranquillity of the nervous
system whilst thereis disorder of the-digestive
organs. As we can perceive mo permanent
source of strength but from the digestion,of
our focd, it becomes important on this ac-
count that we should attend to its quamity,
quahty, and the periods of taking it, with a
view to ensure its perfect digestion. .

First, With respect to %uantity:'There
can be noradvantagé in’ pytting -more food
into the stomach than it'is competent to
digest, for the surplus -éan never* afford
nourishment to the body; on the contrary,
it will be productive of various evils. Bemg

VOL, I. F in
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in a warm and moist place, the undigested
food will undergo those chemical changes
natural to dead vegetable and animal matter:
The vegetable food will ferment and become
acid, the animal will grow rancid and putrid ;
this 1s only rendered evident occasionally,
when a disordered stomach rejects some of
its contepts ; then the teeth are roughened
and set on edge by the corrosive qualities
of the acid, and the throat fecls' burnt by
the acrimony of the rancid oil. These
effects though occasionally made apparent
must constantly take place, unless by the
digestive powers of the stomach the food 1s
converted into a new substance which 1s not
liable to these chemical changes. Such new
and irritating compounds may not indeed
materially injure a healthy stomach, but can-
not fail to be detrimental to one that is weak
and irritable, as well as to the whole tract
of the alimentary canal, and thus maintain
and aggravate its disorder. Part.of the food
thus changed will be imbibed from the bowels,
and render the blood impure from which
there is no outlet for various kinds of matter
but through the kidnies; and this may provea

cause
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xcause of foul urine, as well as of the presence
of many substances in that fluid not natural
to it, and be productive of serious diseases in
the urinary organs. Observing the evils
resulting from undigested aliment, we surely
ought cautiously to guard against them by
proportioning the quantity of “our, food to
the digestive powers. Nature seems td have
formed animals to live and enjoy health-upon
a scanty and precarious supply of food ; but
man in civilized society, having food always
at command, and finding gratification from
its taste, and a temporary hilarity and energy
result from the excitement of his stomach,
which he can at pleasure produce, eats and
drinks an enormous deal more than is neces-
sary for his wants or welfare; he fills his
stomach and bowels with food which actually
putrifies in those organs; he fills also his
blood vesse]s till ke oppresses them, and in-
duces diseases in them as well as in his heart.
If his digestion be imperfect he fills them with
unassimilated substances from which, nutri-
ment cannot be drawn, and which must be
injurioes. In proportion as the’ powers of
the stomach are weak, so ought we to di-

F2 minish
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minish the quantity of our food, and take.
care that it should be as nutritive and easy
of dlgCSthIl as possible. By adopting am
abstinent plan of diet even to a degree that
produces a sensation of want in the system,
we do that which is most likely to create
appetite and increase the powers of digestion.
In how g.rcat a degree want cffects these ob-
jects, is evident in those who have been
obliged to. fast’ from necessity, or have been
much reduced by hzmorrhage.

Secondly, As to quality: It is not my
intention to discuss the question as to the
nature of the food - .proper for mankind.
When the stomach is weak, it.seems parti-
cularly necessary that it should be nutritive
and easy of digestion.. I may further. ob-
serve, that its qualities should be adapted to
the feelings of the stomach. In proof of this
proposition, numerous ; ;instances, might be
mentioned of apparently unfit “substances
agreeing with the stomach, being digested
and even quieting an irritable state of
stomach, merely because they were suitable
to its feclings., Instances might also be

mentioned



AND TREATMENT OF LOCAL DISEASES. 69

mentioned of changes in diet producing a
tranquil and healthy state of stomach in
cases where medicines had been tried in vain.
Neither can such occurrences excite surprise,
for as digestion and the consequent tran-
quillity of the stomach depends on a proper
quantity of healthy juices being secreted and
commixed with the food, such secretions are
likely to be produced by whatever agreeably
excites it, and obstructed b'y°vgha-tcver has a
contrary tendency.

Thirdly, As to the times of taking food :

It is evidently the intention of nature that
we should put into the stomach a certam
portion of food, the excitement of which °
inducing a‘ secretion of - -gastric fluid, by
its action becomes dxgested This-officg of
the stomach -being effected, it should be left
in a state of:repose. till ﬁts powers are re-
stored and accumuljated, dnd this return of
energy would -in health'be denoted by a re-
turn of appetite, It is prebable that three
hours-may elapse in health before the diges-
tion ¢4 a moderate. meal is effected, so that
the stomach is empty and in a state of re-

. F3 pose.
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pose. It is therefore reasonable to allot the
same portion of time for the same purpose
when the organ is disordered, whilst we
have diminished the quantity of our food in
order to proportion it to the diminished
powers of dhe organ; yet instead of pursu-
ing this rational plan of diet, many persons
are taking food every third or fourth hour,
pleading in excuse for such conduct that they
cannot do.without it. The truth is, that
when the stomach is disordered, the exertion
of digesting a single meal after its excitement
and efforts have ceased, is productive of sen-
sations of languor, sinking and inquietude,
which ‘ought to be calmed or counteracted
by medicines and not by food, for a second
meal cannot be digested in this state of the
stomach. We also often teaze and disorder
our stomachs by fasting for too long a period;

and when we have thus brpught on what [
may call a discontentedstate of the organ,

unfitting it for its oﬂice, we sit. o a meal,

and fill it to its utmost, regardless of its
powers or its feelings. The rules then for
ditt may be thus summarily expressed.: We
should proportion the quantity of food to the

i . powers
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powers of the stomach, adapt its quality to
“the feelings of the organ, and take it at re-
gular intervals of six or seven hours thrice
during the day. It would be well if the
public would follow the advice of Mr. Addi-
son, given in the Spectator, of reading the
writings of L. Cornaro, who having natu-
rally a weak constitution, which he seemed
to have ruined by intemperance, so that -he
was expected to die at the agt of thirty-five,
did at that period adopt a strict regimen,
allowing himself only twelve ounces of food
daily. By this plan of diet he lived to more
than one hundred years ; and i it is delightful
to observe the tranquil, cheerful and energetic
state of mind accompanying his bodily
health, and in a grcat degree induced by it.
Cornaro found that as the powers of his
stomach declined with the powers of life in
general, that.it %as necessary he should
diminish the quantity of hiy food, and by so
doing he retained to the last the feelings of

health. e .
Every, thing which we take into the sto-
mach, except food, may be considered in
. F 4 two
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two points of view ; either as a diluent or a
medicine. Water is the only diluent, and
we are in the habit of mixing alimentary
matter and stimulants with it. Diluents
probably ought not to be taken during or
immediately after our meals, since they would
be likely to render the juices of the stomach
less efficacious in the digestion of our food.
Hunger and thirst seem to be incompatible
sensations : an- hungry animal would eat to
satiety, and the stimulus of the food would
bring on a discharge of the juices of the
stomach, which have the power of digesting
the food; and it is not probable that the
sensation of thirst would be experienced till
this operation of the stomach is effected.
If the sensation’ of thirst then occurred,
water would appease it; without frustrating
the digestive functions, and beihg absorbed ;

from the alimentary-cand] a certain portion
of it would ‘be furnished to the blood, and
the surplus would pass off froni the skin,
'lungs and kidnies. All stimulants must be
regaided as medicines; vinous liquors are
of this class, and being suitable to,the feel-
ings of the stomach, are in many cases very
: cfficacious,
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efficacious, yet they are very.liable qaickly
to pass into a state of acetous fermentation,
and to promote that change in the remaining
quantity of the vegetable matter contained
in a disordered stomach, and thus produce a
strong and injurious acid. ‘The, ruie for
taking vinous liquors in -persans to whom
habit has rendered them necessary, may be
thus briefly stated. They should not tgke
them during their meals, lest’the femporary
excitement they produce should induce them
to take more food than the powers of the
stomach are capable of digesting, but after-
wards they may be allowed so much of them
as may be required to induce agrecabl?. feel-
ings, or to express the fact-more clearly, as
is necessary to prevent those uncomfortable
sensations which the want of them may occa-
sion ; and it may be added§ the less they take
the better. Pegple deceive themse]ves -on
this point.. ‘A disordered jstomach will feel
uncomforfable after eating ; sHfermented. liquors
remove for a time the unpleasant sensations.
Potion after potion is swallowed -on this ac-
count, .often without producing. permanent
tranquillity, and'much to the njury of the
: stomach.
S
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stomach. Wine drinkers do not drink
winc after every meal, which proves that
wine is not necessary to their digestion;
and many who confided in this belief have
been convinced of their error, by leaving it
off and finding that they digested their food
as well when deprived of it, and that such
privation greatly contributed to their eventual
restoration to health. When stimulants
seem requisité,. and fermented liquors run
into the acttous fermentation in the sto-
mach, spicy and aromatic vegetables should
be substituted, such ‘' as gmgcr, pepper,
mustard, &c.
Ston{achic medicines aregiven to strengthen
a weak stomach, fo trahquillize an. jrritable
one, or to counteract some morbid peculi-
arity in the feclings and actions of that
organ., There is a time when stomachic
medicines scem to be Partlcularly required.
About three hours after a meal,* when the
stomach is exhausted by the labour of diges-
tion, Wwhen its morbid propensities are in-
creased by the languor consequent to fatigue;
at this period, when persons are in the habit,
_ through
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etht'ough ignorance, of taking food to appeasc
their distress, they ought, as has been said
to take these kinds of medicines.

Even our food must however be considered
as exerting a medicinal influence in djsorders
of the stomach, when that organ is irritable.
A vegetable diet and abstinence from fer-
mented liquors may tend to tranquillize it,
On the contrary, when it is weik as well as
irritable, that aliment which is most readily
digested is to be preferred, and cordials are
sometimes beneficial. " The effects of food
and medicine can never be considered as re-
sulting from their operation on the storhach
solely, but from their conjoint influence upon
the nervous ‘system in’ genéral. Irritability
of the stomach may arise from that of the
brain, and unstimulating diet may tend to
tranquillize the latter ‘orgas, and thereby
alleviate the disorder of the férmer. On the
contrary, a fore genercus diet may, by ex-
citing the nervous system, pmduce that degree -
of energy in its actions, which invigorates the-
stomach, and tranquillizes its disorder, It

© may
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may further be observed in some cases, that
the kind of medicines or diet which is ser~
viceable to the stomach, may aggravate the
nervous disorder ; and on the contrary, that
those means which seem to tranquillize ner-
vous iritation tend to diminish the powers
of the stomach.

. Bark and steel are not uncommonly given
in these disedses to increase the powers of the
stomach : ' they ought I think, to be ad-
ministered in small doses, and never when
the tongue is dry; as they seem to suppress
those' secretions, which in many cases are
alreddy deficient ; and-the increase of which
would tend to relieve irritation in the affected
organs.. I rpeﬁiion this opinion, however,
rather to account to the reader for these me-
dicines not havirig Leen prescribed in the
subsgquent cascs, han ‘from any other mo-
tive; as 1 do not feel perfectly competent to
decide upon their degree or kind' of utility,

Végetable diet-drinks appear to me Qery
useful in tranquillizing and correcting dis-
orders
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"orders of the stomach and bowels, for this is
the manner in which they seem to be efficaci-
ous in the cure of local diseases. The vege-
tables prescribed in the different formulz are
so dissimilar, that we can scarcely suppose
that they act specifically upon the local dis-
case. Even sweet-wort has obtained con-
siderable celebrity. When diet drinks fail
to correct the disorders of the digestive or-
gans, they also fail to produce any amend-
ment on local diseases. ,Such observations
have induced me to believe that they have
the utility, which } have ascribed to them,
of tranquillizing and correcting*disorders of
the stomach and bowels. It is allowable
to form an opinion from such observations,
though I am sensible’of their invalidity as

arguments to prove its truth,
Whllst thus on the one hand by endea-
vouring exactly to proportlg‘n the quannty
of food to the powers of dlgénon, by adopt-
ing an abstinent system’ of diet, and taking -
medicines suitable to the condition 6f the
stomach, we endeavour to foster the powers
and ensure the tranquillity of this important

organ,
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organ, weought on the other most carefully
to atrend to the regulation of the action of
the bowels, with a view to insure their tran
quillity ; for the state of one part of the canal
will be regulated by the state of health or
disease in the other. To produce tranquillity
of the bowels when they are in a disordered
state, itis necessary that the residue of the
food be daily carried down and discharged
from those organs; this is their natural
function, and if they fail in»its performance,
they should be excited by appropriate medi-
cines, yet without teéazing them so as to
induce what is ordinarily called purging.
Purging, occurring spentaneously, shews
that the bowels are irritable, and the aqueous
and other discharges which take place from
them in that condition often relieves their
irfitability. When purging occurs in con.
sequence of taking medicine, it shews that
the bowels have been irritated and have
relieved themselves in " their usual manner.
.Persons may be purged without having their
bowels cleared of the feecal matter which may
be detained in them ; we should therefore en-
deavour to ascertain what kind or combina-

tion
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tion of purgative medicines will excite a
healthy action of the bowels, without teazing
them or producing discharges from the orgdns
themselves. The bést mode of proportioning
the degree of excitement to the end designed
1s to take a dose of a suitable medicine at
night, but short of that which may prove
irritating ; if it fails sufficiently to excite the
organs, a similar dose may be taken in .the
morning ; which also failing; it may be
repeated at an advanced period of the day.

Purging medicines sometimes relieve un-
pleasant sensations ; but they db not in ge-
neral produce even this effect ; and all active
purges seem to me to increase disorder. It
is natural to suppost that:strong stimuli
will aggravate the unhealthy condition of
weak and irritable parts.

I have alréady expresscd nfy opinion of the
manner in which the ‘continkance of purga-
tive medicines, in such dosesias do not imme-
diately purge, relieve disordgrs of the diges-
tive organs, by producing thorbid.secretions
which afford considerable relief, both when

they
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they occur spontaneously or are thus in-
duced This plan of practice is what Dr.
Hamilton has suggested, and the utility of
which he has so successfully clucidated. I
am aware that laxative medicines may relieve
irritation mercly by augmentirg the nat@al
secretions of the viscers, and thus unloading
their veficls ; and also by determining the
fluids from the head, when the nervous
symptoms are, aggravated by a plenitude of
the vessels of the brain, #s I have found
the lenient plan of treatment {that of cxcit-
ing the peristaltic action of the bowels, so as
to induce thim to elear out the whole of the
residtse of thefood ; without irritating them,
$o as tg produce what is ordinaiily called
purgitig) particularly’ successful, I have
rarely devidted from it. T dm not, therefore,
warranted from expérienve’in ‘speaking de-
citively respecting the meye free use of pur-
gative mndicmgs. e

« It is difficult, in many caites, to regulate
the actions of the bowkels cither by dict or
tpeicine., 'I'hgy are costive for a time, and
then fiss of purgmg come on: The former

sate

2
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state must be obviated in order to prevent

the latter. Medicines which excite a healthy

action of the bowels in one person, sare.
either ine1t or too active in another, Doses,

which would have no effect in a state of
haith, become purgative in this disorder; a

circumstance which shews that tie bowels

are irritable. 'There are some rare instances

of the contrary, in which it is exceedingly
difficult to excite the actions and secretxons

of these viscerg, »

I have found n .some cases, that pur-
gative medicines and spices dissolved in spirit
and water, have ‘answered better than apy
thing else, in producing a sufficient, but not
too copious discharge fiom the bowels,
Equal parts of compound tingctiire of rhubarb
and senna is the formula tog which I allude.
When irritation in, the | intestines has
been denoted by the mixtur .of mucis and
jelly with the feeces, dnd sigden and urgent
calls to void them, I lravefadvised oily and.
mucilaginous medicines aé aperiehts: as
castor oil, mixed with a large proportion of
mucilage! My sole objeat, however, has

VOL. I, G been
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been to regulate the state of the bowels; and
wherr they have been regular without medi-
ciné, I have rarely recommended any.

At the same time, I have not been inat-
tentive to the error in the biliary secretidp,
which exists in the greater number of these
cases. I have endeavoured to correct this
error by the administration of such smalldoses
of mercury, as do not irritate the bowels, and
are not likely to affect the constitution, even
though persevered in for a considerable time,
In this state of the digestive organs, calomel,
in small quintities, sometimes proves irri-
tating. I have combined it, as in Plummer’s
pill, and have given one grain every other
night, Where this dose produced uneasy
sensations, or acted asan aperient, five grains
of the pil. hydrarg. were substituted in its
place ; and even this quantity has been dimi-
nished in some cases. When' the bowels
are very irritable, the’hydrarg. & creti has

‘been given*®*. Whefi it appeared necessary,
on

* T have mentioned in the second part of . these obser-
vations, that the pilul, hydrarg. are very uncertain in their
effects.
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on account of the biliary secretion, and when
the calomel did not irritate the bowels, I jave
increased the dose.  The relief, which arises
from the increase or coirection of the biliary
secretion, in a great number of these cases,
shews how much the liver is conterned in

causing or aggravating the symptoms in these
diseases.

There are numerous and undoulrted proofs
of the utility of mercury, in correcting and
augmenting the b111ary secretion ; but the
mode of administering it has pot, perhaps,
been sufficiently attended to. I have known
patients, who had voided nothing but blackish
stools for some months, diseharge fzces of
a light yellow colour, denoting a healthy,

L]
-

effects. Some'of the sfudents at'the hospital,eon exa-
mining them, 2nd different parcels of the conserve of
roses, say, that sulphuric® acid ipay be discovered in
cach. Nori 1s it Jmprobablc,-lhat. in making the con-,
serve for sale, some of this acid may be added to brighten
its colour ; and if so the pilul. hydrarg. which are made
from it may contain, in varying proportionsy some of that
highly deletdrious compound the sulphat of quicksilver.

G 2 but
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but deficient secretion of bile, upon taking
such ‘small doses of mercury. The effect of
this change on the constitution and spirits
has been surprisingly great ; though the state
of the stomach did not appear to be altered.
The use of mercury by inunction, sometinies
acts beneficially, in correcting the biliary
secretion; but if the constitution be irritated,
and weakened by that medicine, the actions
of the liver aré disturbed ; and the digestive
organs in general, become deranged. Mer-
cury, in my opinion, acts most certainly and
efficaciously, when takerr into the bowels,
and a much smaller quantity will suffice,
when'its application is in this manner ren-
dered chiefly local. g

Facts are wanting, to ¢nable us to ascertain,
whether mercury meliorates and augments
the secretions of “the ‘other digestive organs,
as it does that of the liver, The stomach
frequently appears wofse ‘during dts employ-

"ment, whilst the stools are" considerably
better; I have, in such. cases, -discontinued
the medicine, and returned to it again if the

state of the liver made it necessary, When
benefit
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benefit is obtained from a small quantity of
medicine, we naturally expect an increased
advantage from an augmented dose; thls is
so natural an error, that an admonition
against it appears necessary. I have observed
inf some instances, where small doses of mer-
cury have unexpectedly affected, the mouth,
thfat considerable benefit seemed to arise from
this circumstance.  Yet it is wrong, in gene-
ral, to augment the dose of the quicinc, so
as to create even local irritation in the bowels
byit. ‘The various effects of mercury in dis-
orders of the digestive organs cannot, I think,
be understood, but by considerirf, not merely
its local operation on these organs, but also
its action on the constitution at large, When
we see the biliary sectetiorf corrected by a Few
grains of the pilul. hydrarg,, as in the second
case, 'we cannot but believg its action to'be
local: When-the medtcme»éas given in larger
doses, it exdrts an mﬂucgth' n the whole con-
stitution, and’ alters*tMst ¢ of ‘the nervous
system. -It thus contrdulsgiseases dependant
on an irritable and disturbegd state of the ner-
vous functions : this I think J shall be able

* G 3 s to
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to shew by cases related in that part of this
book avhich treats on diseases induced by the
abscrption of morbific animal poisons ; and
thus mercury may relieve disorders of the di-
gestive organs by relieving the nervous dis-
order which caused them, But when mercury
is given In still larger doses, as it is for the
cure of syphilis, it never fails to irritate and
weaken the constitution, and thus to disorder
the digestive organs. Persons who are sali-
vated have, .as far as I have remarked, the
functions of the liver and digestive organs
constantly disturbed by that process, Ican-
not, therefore, but think that it is wrong to
us¢ mercury in hepatic affections to that ex-
tent, which would disorder the functions of
the liver, if they were previously healthy. In
the majority of cases the disorder has cxisted
for a long time, and has become habitual ;
therefore it 1s not likely to be cured suddenly.
For this reason, we shoyld adapt our treat-
ment to the more rational expectation of
effecting a gradual recovery than a sudden
cure. The most judicious treatment will
not rcmedy the disease, if the exciting causes

continue
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continue to operate; such as improprieties
of diet, agitation of mind, sedentary habits,
or impure air.

Although experience has made me think
very highly of the efficacy of small doses of
mercury, in exciting and correcting the bili-
ary secretion ; yet it ought to be mentioned,
that in some few cases, this medicine fails to
produce its usual effects, and that the biliary
secretion becomes healthy without its admi-
nistration. Nor is this surprising, for in
general disorders of the digestive organs, one
organ is more disordered than’the rest, and
appears to have been the cause of the'whole
affection. Thus the liver may disturb the
functions of the storhach 'and. bowels, or it
may be disturbed by them.’

The following cases wxil afford sufficient
testimony Jf the efficacy ¢ of, §such snnple treat-
ment as I have recommendcd, and which ap-
pears to be well adapted to gradually restoring
the healthy actions of the digestive organs in
cases of chronic disorder and disease. The
treatmerit must be considered very deficient, as

G4 a gene=
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a general account of what can be effected by
medicine. Inacute disorders of the digestive
organs, we know that nauseating medicines by
exciting the secretions, often refieve stomachic
irritation, and that emetics and other reme-
dies which suddenly and powerfully affect the
stomach, produce great changes in the state
of that organ and of the nervous system,
as.well as correspondent alterations, in local
diseases. . In’some inveterate cases, appa-
rently depending on established nervous dis-
order, this simple treatment has been ineffec-
tual. Under such circutnstances, the nervous
aﬂ'ecnon appears to require the principal
attention,

In investigating the freatment of these dis-
orders, it is necessary to ascertain, not only
what medicine is beneficial, but also what
change it produces in the circumstances of
the disorder. The admihistration of a medi-
cine may in ofie case be jlicceeded by a dis-
" charge of bile, and a striking relief from long-
continued and distressful’ fecimgs : yet the
same medicine may be given in many other

instances without the same consequence.
- Was
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Was the change, then, in this instance acci-
dental ? or must it be attributed to some.un-
noticed peculiarity in the disease or consti-
tution ?

1 have generally expla'med to the patlems
the objects which I had in view, in correct-
mg disorders of the digestive organs, by say-
ing that therc are three things which I con-
sider as ng‘ut and necessary, to the cure of
disorder. First, that the stomach should
thoroughly digest all the food that is put
intoit, The patiemt perceiving the necessity
of obtaining this end, beécomes attentive to
his diet, and observes the effect which the
quantity and quality -of his food and medi-
cines have upon his feelings, and the appa-
rent powers of his stomaeh, Secondly, that
the residue of the food shguld be daily dis-
charged from, the howels : there too, the pa-
tient apprized. of the- demg notes what kind
and dose of purganv&medgfme best effect the
intention ; and whether it:answers better if
taken at once, or at mtervals. Thirdly,
that. the secretion of bale should be right,
both with respegt to quantity and quality.

In
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In cases wherein the secretion of bile has
been for a long time deficient or faulty, I
recommend, as I have said, unirritating and
undebilitating doses of mercury to be taken
every second or third night, till the stools
become of the wet rhubarb colour. This
mode of exhibiting the medicine has at least
the advantage of being innocent, and if
months elapse before the object is accom-
plished we canpot wonder at the tardiness of
the cure, when we consider the probable du-
ration of the disorder, prior to our attempts
to correct it. The paticxat is relieved in pro-
portion as ¢he end is accomplished, which
feelmgly induces him to persevere in such
innocent measures. By thus engaging the
co-operation of tke patient, the practitioner
will, in my dpinion, derive considerable ad-
vantage in the treatment of the case,

Whenever circumstances wouid permit, I
have recommended the' patients to take as
.much exercise as they could, short of -pro-
ducing fatigue; to live much in the open
air; and, :1f possible, not to suffer their minds
to be agitated by anxiety, or fatigutd by ex-

ertion.
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ertion. The advantages of exercise in nervous
disorders, upon which those of the digestive
organs in general so greatly depend, appean to
me very striking. It were to be wished that
we had some index to denote the strength and
irritability of the nervous system, serving as
the pulse does with regard to the sanguiferous
organs. Perhaps the strength, agility, and
indefatigability of the muscles may be regard-
ed as the shrest evidence of energy of nervous
power and bodily vigour. If this' were
granted, however, it would follow that many
persons, possessing great nervous power, have
nevertheless great nervous irritability. Many
people, who are extremely irritable and hypo-
condriacal, and are constantly obliged to take
medicines to regulate their bowels whilft they
live an inactive life, no longer suffer from
nervous irritation, or require aperient medi-
cines, when they use exercise to a degree that
would be excessive'in ordinary constittitions,
The infcrepce whiche] d@%ﬁ from cases of
this description is, that. negvous tranquillity
is restored in consequence of the superfluous
energy being exhausted by .its proper chan-
nels, thesmuscles. When, on the contrary,
*3 ' the
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the nervous system is weak and irritable,
exercise seems equally beneficial ; but cau-
ticn is here requisite as to the degree in
which it should be taken. A weak and
irritable patient may not be able to walk
more than half a mile without nearly
fainting with fatigue on the first day of the
experiment ; but by persevering in the effort,
he will be able to undergo censiderable
muscular exerfion without wearinéss. Does
not this imply a considerable increase of
bodily strength, and is not the acquisition
of strength the chief desideratum 1n, the cure
of many diserders? The neivous irritability
also avhen dependant on -weakness alone will
proportionably diminish with its cause. In
the latter case the nervous energy seems to
be augmentéd. 1n comsequence of our
increasing the demand for it. Iam induced
to make these observatjons, frem a belief
that éxercise is not, eaployed: as a medical
agent, to the extent:thyt ity -efficacy seems to
deserve ; of its-medical effects I entertain a
‘high opinion ; it is howevér nght to direct
patients with regard to its use, not to-exert
themselves for some time previous ¢o a meal,

nor
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* nor for three hours after. I would prescribe
to my patients the following rules: They
should rise early, when their powers have
been refreshed by sleep, and actively exercise
themselves in the open air till they felt a
slight degree of fatigue; they should rest
one hour, then breakfast, and rest three
hours, in order that the energies of the con-
stitution should be concentered in the work
of digestion ; then take active exercise agaif
for two hours, rest one, then taking.their
dinner they should rest for three hours,
exercise two, rest one, and take their third
slight meal. I do not allow thestate of the
weather to be urged as an objection teo the
prosecution of measures so essential to health,
since it is in the power .of «every one to pro-
tect themselves from cold hy cloathing, and
the exercise may be taken in a chamber with
the windows thrpwn: open, by walking
actively backwards' and fogwaxds as *sailors
do on ship-board. " {. alo, caution patients
against slecping tpo much; waking from
sleep indicates that the bodily powers are
refreshed 5 many persons upon first waking
feel alertsand disposed to rise, when upon

taking
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taking a second sleep they become lethargic,
' ean.scarcely be awakened, and feel oppressed
and indisposed to exertion for some time
after they have risen. When the disorders
which have been the subject of this paper,
have been long continued, they do not admit
of a spcedy cure; hence attention to diet,
air, exercise, and mental tranquillity, are
more decidedly beneficial than medicines.
Sur geons, in Iiendon meet with frequent and
convincing instances of the efficacy of pure
air. Patients under the irritation of a local
disease, who scarcely cat or sleep in town,
recover their appetite, digestion, and sleep,
so.-siddenly on their removal into the
country, as to leave no room for doubting,
that the change of atr has produced this
beneficial alteration in their health. The
whole of the plan of treatment which is here
recommended is so simple, and apparently so
inefficient; that its power might' reasonably
be doubted, did not facts attest its utility.
I should not have thought it gight to have
thus related it in detail, but for the purpose
of avoidifg repetition in the recital of the
cases which are to follow ; and alsb because
1t
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'it seemed right to statc as explicitly as possible
to the younger part of the profession what
are the curative intentions in disorders sof
this nature*.

* After I had written the above account of the treat-
ment which I had found the most successful in the correc-
tion of disordered states of the digestive ergans, I was
much gratified by the perusal of Dr. Hamilton’s publi-
cation on the Effects of Purgative Medicines. I think
there is a great coincidence in the mode of treatment
which T have described, and that which is sanctioned by
his more extensive experience. He prescribes purgative
medicines to act as eccoprotics, to excite but not to
stimulate the bowels; and I combines with them gene-
rally ummtatmg doses of 1 mercury.  Dr. Hamilion’s plan
of treating these diseases also accords very much with
that of M. Hallé, to whose Memoir I have referred the
reader.

CASES.



( 96 )

CASES

SECTION 1.

On Neéervous and Muscular Disa(der:.

LONG before my attention was excited to

disorders of the digestive organs, I had
remarked that there was a paralytic affection
of the lower extremities, resembling that
which is ploduced by"a‘disorder-of the me-
dulla_spinalis, in consequence of disease of
the bodies of the vertebr. This paralytic
affection also appeared to me to vary with
the state of the patient’s health.

" These observations led me to propose a
methed of treatment, -which proved success-
ful in the cases of two young ladies, who
were affected in this mantier. - The i issues,
which had been ineffectually kept open in
the back, were healed ; and the state of the
health in general was amended by country
air, exercise, attention to diet, 4nd a few

« *12 - simple
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simple medicines. The use of the limbs re-
turned in proportion as the health became
established. = Such were the observations
which I had made relative to this subject,
when I met with the‘following cases.

| CASE IL. -
A young lady, whose stomach and bowels
were disordered in. the manner already de-
scribed, became gradually affgcted with weak-
ness of the lower extremities, and pain in the
doins. The pain became at length very
severe, and was aggravated in a manner
almost insupportable by the. gxtauon of a
carriage. ‘'This lady could scarcely walk, and
gave a description of  the state of her limbs,
so exactly rescmblmgathat wh;ch is sometimes
consequent todiseases of the vettebra, that I
thought, it right to exarjne the spine.’ I
struck with my finger the § mous _process of
each lumbar: vgrteb;?, 140 jupon touching
one in partu;ulara the:}?ﬂ\ nt complained of
great pain ; }at preséure gn the contiguous
vertebrz also, caused ,;nuclm uneasmess Un-
der these circumstances I placed a blister on
each sidewof the spine, and kept np a discharge
. VOL. I from
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from the surface by dressing it with savine
cerate. 'These means, with rest, relieved her
sufferings ; but, as her health declined, she
went into the country, where she soon be-
came much better. The blisters were now
suffered to heal, and she shortly afterwards
had recovered so much, as to take long rides
ona rough-gomg horse. She returned from
the country in good health, and was both
muscular and fat. About a year afterwards
she was so ill, in the same way, that she
wished to have issues made in the back : but
I would not consent to-this, from knowing
that the boné¢ could not be diseased. Of this
return of pain in the back, and weakness in
the lower extremities, she again got well, upon
amendment of her health ingeneral, Since that
period, now five years 450, she has been, some-
times very well, at others pale and emaciated ;

and these changes have.corresponded with
the natural or deranged state of her bowels.

- CASR IV,

I was consulted on the case of a young
lady, who. had been blistered severely for a
pain at the bottom of her back, which was

chiefly
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chiefly felt at the junction of the ilium and
sacrum. It was supposed, that disease had
taken place in the bone fiom some injury,
and had affected the sacral nerves: for she
could not stand without support, so great
was the weakness in the front of the thighs.
There was no projection of the, vertebre. If
the sacral nerves had been affected, the leg
ought to have suffered the greatest share of
pain and weakness; but that was not the
case. She had no appetite ; her tongue was
greatly furred ; her bowels costive; and pulse
generally 110.  Iistrongly objected to mak-
ing issues in this case; but a¥ the patient’s
sufferings increased, #t was'done. She went
into the country, and died in four or five
months, The boné was’ found upon exa-
mination, to be perfectly healthy ; but the
mesenteric glands and Igngs were diseased,

and it was copclyded tha, she died of con-
sumption.” I conld pot lckn the state of the
liver, nor.do I knqw whether its appearances
were particularly atterdod to.

' GASE W

A young lady had been confined about six
months ‘to her chamber, on account of pam
: H2 in
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in the loins, and weakness of the Jower extre-
mities; which prevented her from standing or
walking. The weakness of her limbs had
been gradually increasing for a-year and a
half, before it became so bad as to make her
incapable.of moving about. Issues had been
kept open during that time, on each ‘side of
the spine; but as the patient received- no be-
nefit, my opinion was asked respecting the
seat of the diseast of the bone : for it was con~
cluded, that the issues had only failed from not
having been made in the right place. I found,
upon inquiry, that the chitf seat of her pain
was m the | pomnor edgeof the liver. Indeed,
that viscus was enlarged, soas to be felt in the
epigastric region, and: was:so tender as to
cause ‘much”pain on* -being compressed, at
any part, along” ﬁte»cartﬁages ‘of the ribs.
Her - tongue was furred’; ‘her” appcntc defi-
Cient ; .digestion bad ; .. bowels costive ; and
stools:- black, or else: mﬂnged with bile,
T had no hmtanéﬁ ins advibing, that the issues
should ‘be dxsdéntim:icd‘ ‘s, -aand “that attention
should be chiefly directed to- rectify the dis-
order of the chylopoieti¢ viscera. Mxld mer-
curials and aperients were given, by which,
. : : with
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with other means, she got materially better
in health, and was able to walk about &5 well
as ever. The gentleman who attended 'this
patient, met me accidentally, two months
afterwards, ‘and informed me that she was
quite well. I said, that as her disease had
been a long time in' forming, it.could hardly
be expected that she should recover so sud-
denly. He considered this expression as im-.
plying some doubt of his® accyracy, and,
therefore, sent the patient to me in the morn-
ing. She came from Lambeth, in a hackney
coach, and lookell Very:well: she observed,

that long before. her confinement, she could
not have borne the agitation of -a carriage;;
but that now, she did not.feel it. I have
been - informed, - by seveml intelligent stu-
dents, that. snnxlar €AseS havc occurred in
the-hospital: as:1 wis itol ¥a svitn~ss of these,
1 shall ‘not relate’ therii§ Tushall,: however,
mentiori one.whick:T sﬁﬁg}xand superintended
myself, aithhughﬁ: is, in'§orie measure, im-
perfect, ds the; @atﬁ‘.m geitted the hospital
suddenly, .. without our. khowmg where he
went to, S R AR

H 3 CASE

Pt g
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CASE VI.

"Thomas Crighton, aged twenty-three, was
admitted inte St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, on
account of a palsy of his limbs, About a year
before, while the use of his limbs was yet un-
impaireds; he was attacked repeatedly with
violent painin the bowels; uniformly pre-
ceded by costiveness, and, generally, termi-
nated by a copious discharge of loose, fetid,
black stools. The relief afforded by the diar-
rheea was specdy and uniform. In the course
of six months his lower extremities became
affécted with_occasional twitchings, and he
found, that he could not regulate their mo-
tions in walking : this increased to such a
degree as to make him incapatle of taking
any exercise. He had at the commencement
of his illness, - a confuswn of ‘vision; and a
constarit and violenit’ pain in the head. ‘The
former symptom incredsed«so much, that he
could discérn fio objett dfstmctly ; a candle,
for instance, although held ‘ear “him, ap-
peared as large as"the moor; ‘The sensation
of his lower extremities continued perfect ;
but the actions of the bladder were no longcr
under the controul of the will ; the urine

. some=
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sometimes flowing involuntarily ; and, at
others, being retained for some hours,- with
considerable pain. He afterwagds began to
lose the use of his upper extremities : the left
hand and arm were more affected than the
nght; but there was no difference in the af-
fection of the leg on the same side, His speech,
also, became much impaired; he hesitated
and faltered considcrably, and the tones of,
his voice were irregular, so titat at length he
could scarcely make himsclf understood, At
the time of his admission into the hospital,
there was an entire loss of voluntary motion
of the lower extremities, and a’great diminu-
tion of that of the upper. The bowels were
deranged; there was constant head-ache; the
speech was very- .mﬂxstmct 3 and vision so
imperfect, that he could not read the largest
print. An issue was rade in the neck, and
some medicines were prescribed, under the di-
rection of the physlcxan,& A.p the ucatment did
not prove bemﬁc;al; I was ﬁesxred to.examine
the spine, and. found’ suc§ a curvature and
projection of the spinous processes of the up-
per lumbar and lower dorsal vertebre, that I
thought’, the bodies of thosg bones must be

H 4 dis-
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diseased. I was therefore, inclined to attri=
bute ‘the paralysis of the lower extremities to
this disease of the spine; and, consequently
directed, that issues should be made on each
side of the projecting vertebre. As this
supposition would not account for the pa-
ralytic affection of the parts above, and as
the bowels were deranged, I ordered two
- grains of calomel with eight of rhubarb, to
be taken twice 4 week, and some infusion of
gentian with senna, occasionally. After using
these medicines, for about three weeks, his
bowels became regular, the biliary secretion
healthy, and " his appetite good. He could
move his hands and arms nearly as well as
ever; and his eyc,-s'ight was S0 much improved
that he could,read a newspaper; indeed, it
was nearly well. The functions of the blad-
der were completely restored ¥ ; his speech
became, articulate ; and his general health, in
every respect, much improved. He remained
in the hospital about two months,” but with

B

® 1 have seen several cases which fnduce me to be-
lieve that the weakness of the sphincter vesicz, which
occasions young persons to void their urine during sleep,
very frequently arises from the same cause.

. vVErYy
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very little amendment in the state of the
lower extremitics, when his friends suddenly
removed him, on account of some disagree-
ment with the nurses, and I was unable to
learn whither they had conveyed him.

The history of the preceding case was
taken by Mr. Cruttwell, now practising as
a surgeon in Bath, who had been for several
years a most industrious student aj the hos-
pital, and whose accurate observation and
extensive information induce me to place
entire confidence ifi any statement of a case
which I receive from him. To that gentleman
I am also indebted for the following parti-
culars relating to a patient;, who died some
little time ago in the hospital, and whose
body was examined. The dissection serves
still further to elucidate my,present subject.

CASE VIL;

Elizabeth Griffin, tw:enty"years of age, was
admitted into St. Bartholomew’s hospital in
August 180, on account of ansnability to
move her lower limbs, which was supposed

to
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to originate from a disease of the spine. On
examination, however, there were no appear-
ances, which indicated caries of the vertebrz.
Her voice was, at times, considerably affected :
and she was subject to occasional attacks re-
sembling in some degree epileptic paroxysms.
The affectign of the limbs was liable to con-
siderable variations. At times, as she assured
1ne, she could walk across the ward with very
little difficulty s at others, she could not even
stand without assistance. Her tongue was
extrenely, and I believe, constantly white ;
her pulse natural. Hér bowels were, gene-
rally, costive, and it was necessary to em-
ploy ‘active medicines in order to procure
stools, which were always of a dark colour.
A slight temporary diarrheea sometimes hap-
pened, and she invariably remarked, that,the
ease ordiiﬁcnlt‘y with which she could walk,
and the pain in her head*with which she was
tr oubled were in exact conformity to the
state of the bowels, all the symptoms being
relieved by the diarrhcea,” and returning as
the bowels became again costive. There was
an appearance of irritability and "languor in
the eye, which 1 have before observéd in these
cases,
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cases, and the pupils were generally much
dilated. After the patient had contirrued
in the hospital about seven weeks, she was
attacked with fever, and died. 'To this brief
account of the symptoms, I now subjoin the
dissection.

No diseased appearances were observed in
the brain, though it was examined with the
most particular attention : neither was there
any disease of the vertebre. No disease, in
short, was observed except in the abdominal
viscera. 'The chief tnorbid appearance, in
them, consisted in an ulcerated state of the
villous coat of the iliunt'niear to its termina-
tion in the cecum. The ulcers were nume-
rous, and situated where the mucous glands
are chiefly found. The integnal ¢coat of the
large intestines, also; appeardd inflamed.

The liver was healthy in it§ structure. In
the gall bladder about one omce and a half
of a light green serous fluid was found; which -
had not in the least degree the soapy, or

mucaginous feel of bile.

Cases,
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Cases, like those which have been related, ‘
arenot, if I may judge from my own ex-
perience, at all uncommon. They sufficiently
prove, in my opinion, that local nervous dis-
orders and muscular debility may arise from
a general disorder of the hcalth, in which the
digestive organs are chiefly affected. This
disorder, as has been ftated in the prelimi-
nary observations, may, sometimes, be the
cause, and sometimes the effect, of the ner-
vous affection. In either case, however, its
correction is of high importance in the me-
dical treatment of the'disease. In the fifth
and sixth cdses, a disorder of the digestive
organs must, I think, be allowed to bec the
cause of the nervous affection, from the sud-
den and 'COmPlete'cessaftion of the latter, when
the cure of the former was accomplished.
Decisive instances like these are particularly
valuable ; they shew what great nervous dis-
order may be produced by that: of the diges-
tive organs, and consequently how much the
. latter disorder is likely to- aggravate the for-
mer, when it occurs even secondarily as its
effect. I have seen a considerable number
of such cases, which I cannot felate with

' preci-
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tprecision, because 1 had not sufficient oppor-
tunities of observing the patients, to enable
me to note the progress of the disease with
accuracy.

Of these I can only observe, in general
terms, that I have seen several instances of
pain, imbecility, and wasting of the muscles
in one of the lower extremities, which were
considered as the effect of disgase about the
hip joint ; yet the event proved -that there
was no organic affection of that part. The
complaint was connected ‘with that state of
constitution which I have described, and was
amended as the health in general improved.
I have also seen several instances of wasting
of the muscles of one of tlie upper extremi-
ties in children; so much indeed were the
muscles shrunk, that the b¢1es and joints
could be as distinct]y exammed as in a fkele-
ton, The Idcal affection in these cases’ came
on suddenly. I-lately-saw.a ittle boy, who
had an attack of -this kind i his left arm
several years ago, and on whdse case I was at
that time consulted. 'The bowels_had been
violently disordered previous to the paralytic

16 affection,
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affection, and were, at the time I saw him,"
in gn extremely unhealthy state. I recom-
mended that the chief attention should be
paid to correct the disorder of these organs,
and that the arm should be supported by 3
sling. The limb gradually recovered, and
though it is not at present quite so large and
strong as the other, yet the difference is so
slight, that it would not attract the attention
“of a common observer. About six months
ago I saw a little boy in very similar
circumstances, and in his case, the arm
quickly recovered its powers of motion, as
the state of the digestive organs became
healhy. T

I have also seen cases in children, in whom,
after -some general: disorder of the health,
accompanied by derafigement of the stomach
and bowels, an affectian of the.muscles of
the cxtremities has taken place, like that
which - produces -the’ ‘varus- apd valgus;
I mean a predominiance of the actions of
some muscles over others, pmducmg distor-
tion of the limb. * I have seen this happen
sometimes in one, sometimes in both the

*5 lower
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‘Jower extremities. I have also scen the arm
similarly affected.

That the local symptoms in these cases, as
well as in those which have been more fully
detailed, arise from a nervous affection of
the brain, and not from any cause acting
locally on the nerves of the affected part, will
I believe, on due consideration be granted.
I suspect however that some persons may
hesitate to admit such an opinion, from the
belief that disorder of the brain must operate
generally, and not partially, on the nervous
system. Perhaps the contemplation of the
consequences of slight apoplectic effusions in
the brain, may assist us in forming just no-
tions on this subject. - Such slight effusions
of blood, occurring in various parts of the
brain, have been knowh to paralyse one leg
or one arm, or the muscles of the tongue, or
of one half of the face, without affectihg the
rest of the pervous or’muscular system.

Another opinion which I wish to be con-
sidered is, whether, when there is_consider-
able and continued paralysis, there. must ne-

cessarily
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cessarily exist some pressure or organic dis~
ease¢ in the brain. That this exists in many
instances is undoubted ; but the number of
cases in which the paralytic affection is merely
nervous, and independant of visible disease,
is in my opinion very considerable. The in-
stances which have been related warrant this
conclusion, and shew such cases to be more
frequent than is generally supposed. When
there is orgapic disease of the brain, the
case 1s very hopeless ; and probably no con-
siderable alleviation of the symptoms will
take place, by that ajtention to the state of
the digestive organs which I have recom-
mended.’ ' In dubious cases, and such, on
the first examination of them, the majority
of these instances wil! probably be, it seems
right. to try the effect of correcting disorder
of the digestive organs, with a view to alle-
viate nervous ifritation, before we proceed
to those severer methods, which the belief of
the existence of organic- or vascular disease
in the brain: would induce -us to institute,
For if blood-letting: and counter irritation
be employed, in' ofdet’ to: diminish vascular
action; or if mercury be employed to some

extent
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extent in order to induce the absorption of
deposited substance; these measures must
aggravate that disorder of the general health,
upon which, in many instances, the nervous
affection depends.

My object, in the recital of the forégoing
cases, is to point out a cause of paralysis in
particular muscles, which from its locality
would, I suspect, be gencrally attributed to
some local disorder of the nerves of the affected
part, and thercfore be treated erroneously.
If my opinion of the nature of these cases
be correct, they can only be successfully
treated by means which operate upon  the
constitution in general. I have particularly
recommended that our efforts should be
directed to correct any errors that may exist
in the fonctions of the primz via, for reasons
that have been stateddn the preliminary ob-
servations. Of the efficacy of such endeavours
1 have seen many mb;;r; instances than I Lave
brought forward ; indeed, the propriety of
such attempts seems 59 obvious, that I doubt
not but they will be made, and the effect of
them will, b¥ that means, be generally demon-

VOL. I. I strated,
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strated. It 1s right however to mention,
that in some cases to which I have attended,
I have been foiled in my endeavours to cor-
rect, by the simple measures which I have
related in the introductory remarks, the dis-
orders of the digestive orgaus; probably be-
cause” iheir derangement depended on some
established disease in the brain.

In other cases, when the functions of ths
digestive organs had been partially restored,
the uervous and muscular affections were
mitigated but not cured. I have also met
with one ipstance, in which the bowels be-
came moderately correct in theli functions,
without any evident zmendment n the state
of thelimbs ; and I have known two instances
of persons, -who were suddenly seized with
paralysis of the lower extremities, apparently
dependent on general nervous disorder, in
which the digestive ofgans scarcely seemed
affected. o

In several of the cases which I have related,
there were nervous pains :n the affected limbs.
That this symptom may arise from general

nervous
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nervous disorder seems to me very probable ;
at leaft, I can affirm, that I have known such
pains cured by correcting the state of the
digestive organs. “In the cases of tic dolou-
reux, which have fallen under my observa-
tion, these parts have been greatly deranged ;
and T have cured patients of such complaints,
Ly correcting this disturbance.

I wish finally to excite thg .attention of
Surgeons to the state of the bowels in teta-
nus. The occurrence ‘of this disorder occa-
sionally, when the wound which produced it
is hoaung, seems to indicate thate the effects,
which have been produced by its irritation,
continue. It has becn, I think, fully shewn,
that loca’ irritatior. may diserder the digestive
organs; whicl disorder continuing, and ag-
gravating the affection of sensorium, may
possibly lead to the production of tetanus,
at a time when the wound is no longet irri-
table. In “our cases bt tetanus, in which I
had an’ oppornnity. of *inquiring into the
state of the bowcls, the evacuations from them
were not like fazces. - I wish to propose, in
investigating the cause of tetanus, as a ques-

12 tion,
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tion, What is the state of the bowels between
the infliction of the injury and the occur-
rence of that dreadful malady * ?

* Such cases as I have related, with others that it would
be foreign to my present purpose to mention, have im-
pressed .the opinion on my mind, that disorders of the di-
gestive organs may originally cause, or may secondarily
aggravate, a nervous disorder; and produce, as has been
¢ mentioned, in the nervous system, a diminution of the
unctions of the brain; or a state of excitation causing
delirium, partiat pervous inactivity, and insensibility ; or
the opposite state of irritation and pain : in the muscular
systein,’ weakness, tremors, and palsy ; or the contrary
affections of spasms and convulsions.”” Could these cir-
cumstances be proved, it would be scarcely necessary to
add, that those painful affections of parts, to which per-
baps. some pre-disposition exists, may be excited in a
similar manner: such as gout and rheumatism. Indeed
rheumatic pains are very usually concomitant upon that
state of constitution, ‘whichexisted in the patients, whose
cases J am relating.

CASES,
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CASES.

SECTION II.

On the Effects of Disorders of the digestive Organs
attending Injuries of the Head.

sHALL next speak of those cases, 4n which
local disorders of the head, produded by
blows, are kept up and aggravated by affec-
tions of the digestive organs, After what
has been observed respecting the reciprocal
influence of the diseases of the brain, and of
the chylopoietic viscesa, it will readily be
admitted, that an injury of the*former may
disturb the functions of the latter. Thus,
concussion of the brain occasions vomiting as
one of its immediate consequences, and will
also be found to produce almost constantly,
at a more remote pen?d «that disturbance of
the digestive organs, which I have described
in this paper. If the disturbance be only
moderate in degree, but continued, it will
often re-act upon the head, so as to occasion
13 an
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an irritable state of the injured parts, and
impede their recovery.

In many cases of blows upon the head, a
slow inflammatory affection continues in the
parts thiefly injured, and ultimately produces
destructive diseases. ‘The bone sometimes
becomes diseased, or an exostosis grows from
its internal table; the dura mater becomes
thickened, or matter slowly collects on its
surface. Such local disorders produce others
of a more general nature, and destroy the pa-
tient. These occurrences are however, in my
opinion, rare in comparison with the cases
first described ; in which a painful state of
the injured parts is kept up by means of dis-
order existing in the digestive organs: The
necessity for an accurﬁte discrimination be-
tween these dlsorderﬁw'must stfike us on the
most, superﬁcxal Jfléw JEthe @ﬂiject for the
lowering treatmeat, wehich Is hecessary in the
first and rarer case, would be detrimental in
the second and more frequent ones. By at-
tendmg to the state,of the digestive organs
in these ‘dubious cases, we may be enabled to
form a probable opinion of the nlature of the

local
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local complaint ; for, if there be nothing
wrong in the general health to excite or
maintain it, we may reasonably conclide
that it was merely local ; on the other hand,
the inefficacy of evacuations in curing the
local disease would naturally suggsst the
opinion, that it proceeds from irritation, and
is dependenton a disorder of the health in
general. It should be further observed, that
when the local disease is of an‘inflammatory
nature, and likely to induce morbid.altera-
tions in the structure of the affected parts,
still it may be maintdined and aggravated by
disorder of the digestive organs.” Ihave very
frequently seen patients suffer so severely-as
to warrant a suspicion, that local® disease of
the most formidable, nature existed ; in these
the usual methods of treatment were ineffec-
tual ; and they. recgw b ,ev;l,suddenly or slowly,
in propam ag .'é state of - tie- digestive
organs was .COJ} 1 qhall relate some
examples of the 4 ase under consideration,
which will enabte ,é reader ‘to. identify the
case, when it occurs in praqt;ce. .

e oan

14 CASE
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‘ CASE VIIL

A young gentleman, about ten years of
age, fell out of a window, six feet high, and
struck+he back part of his head against scme
stones. He was stunned by the blow, but
perfectly recovered from the effects of the
accident by bleeding, purging, and a low
diet. He, caught the scarlet-fever about six
weeksafterwards, and recovered from that
also. But, whilst he was convalescent; the
pains returned in that part of the head which
had been struck, with so much violence, as
to induce the belief that some serious local
mischief would ensue. = After they had con-
tinued without abatement for-a few days, I
was desired to see him.” He was lying in
bed, and could scareely be prevailed on to
lift his head from the pillsw. he integu-
ments of the occiput véexe\'s‘o tender, that he
would hardly allow me to-¢xamine the part;
1 ascertained, however, that there wds no fluid
ander the scalp, nor any inequality in the
bone. Hedozed a good deal,' and lay in a

comatose state, but was occasionally restless.
*2 : His
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His pulse was very frequent, his skin hot and
dry, and his tongue covered with a thicke ycl-
low fur. He breathed almost without moving
the diaphragm, and complained much if the
epigastric region was compressed. He loathed
food; his bowels were costive, and his stools
of a blackish colour. He was ordered to
take small doses of calomel at night, and
draughts with rhubarb and kali vitriolatum
in the morning, The tonguc soon became
clean, and the stools natural; "his gppetite
and spirits returned, and he no longer com-
plained of any uneasihess in the head.

This case presents us with a striking ex-
ample of what I believe to be a common oc-
currence ; I mean, a diso?derqd state of the
digestive organs taking place subsequently
to a considerable fgbrile affection. Indeed,
when we reflect ind how weak and irritable
a state the brain muﬁ: ‘be Left upon the subsi-
dence of such a dlsdrder, and how much the
chylopoietic viscera, gnust suffer from the im-
paired and disordered energy of the brain, we
might naturally expect such a derangement
of the functions of the digestive organs to

ensue,
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ensue. When such disorder happens in this
manher, it frequently produces many local
diseases, to which the constitution may per-
haps be predisposed ; a circumstance I shall
speak of in a future part of this paper. In
the precent case, it brought on a painful state
of parts recently injured, with a considcrable
degree of fever. That the morbid state of the
stomach and bowels was the cause of both, is
fairly to be interred from their ceasing so im-
mediately, when the disorder of the digestive
organs was corrected. A case of this kind,
presenting an example of ‘sudden recovery, is
particularly valuable, because it clearly de-
monstrates the cause and the effect in such
diseases. The cause can indeed be seldom so
suddenily removed ; and the gradual cessation
of it under any plan of treatment leaves room
for a variety of conjectures,. as to ‘the mode
of cure or of recovery-from thése disorders
which ‘I have considéred «ds: xﬁ'ects. I could
relate many cases of similar’ but less severe
‘symptoms-produced by the same cause, which
gradually got well, in propmion as the dis-
orders of the dxgesnve organs were corrected.
As it does not, however, appear to the neces-
sary
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sary to accumulate instances to prove so ob-
vious a fact, I shall content myself awith
adducing two more cases, to exhibit sfich
effects in different points of view.

CASE IX.

A lady fell down in frosty weather, in con-
sequence of her feet slipping fiom under her,
and the occiput strack against a smooth stone _
pavement. She was stunned. by the fall, but
soon recovered ; nor had she for some‘yveeks
the severe symptoms, which appeared in the
sequel. ‘'This circumstance shews that there
was nothing produced by the Blow that ne-
cessarily caused the subsequent symptoms ;
which must therefore be attributed to inflam-
mation or irritation Yakifg place afterwards.
When some weeks had elapsed from the
time of the accident, the parts which had
been struck becap extremely painful ; and
the pain eXtended orwards over the scalp to
the right eye, the $ght of which became im-
perfect. The¢ intgguients upon which the
blow had been received were extremely ten-
der, and the patient became faine when they
were examined even slightly. These cir-

cumstances
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cumstances naturally induced a belief that
some disease was taking place; and bleeding
and purging were employed to prevent its
progress. The symptoms were mitigated
fer a time by these means, but they quickly
returned with as much severity as before.
After three months the patient came to
Y.ondon, fully persuaded that nothing but
.an d»i)ex ation would be of permanent benefit.
When I first saw her, she tottered in moving
from -ope chair to another, and replied to
questions with hesitation and effort. Her eye-
sight was so much affettet], that she could
not read ; and she entertained an apprehen-
sion that she should lose her senses. Her
tongue was but slightly furred; her bowels
were habitually costive, and the stools dark
coloured. It was evident, where the injury
had been reccived; for the aponeurosis had
been separated from the pericranium by an
effusion of blood; and, though this blood
had been absorbed, the detachment of the
scalp was distinguishable by the touch. No
inequality was perceptible in ‘the surface of
the bone. When I mentioned my suspicion

that these symptoms were rather the effect
of
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» of irritability of constitution ; dependent on
the state of the stomach and bowels, than of
local mischief, she gave not the least credit to
the opinion ; but said she was persuaded that
the bone was starred, and that three fis-
sures extended in different directions. I
ordered her to take five grains of the pilul.

_hydrarg. every second night, and a draught
twice a day, containing one ounce of the
compound infusion of gentian, two drams-
of the infusion of senna, and’ ong dram of
the compound tincture of cardamoms. These
medicines produced a considerable purgative
effect. On the secdnd day there was but little
pain in the head ; the patient walked about
the room very stcadxly, and had read a news-
paper in the morning. When I asked her
opinion of this surprising alteration, sheim-
puted it to the evacaatlons which had’ taken’
place;” but she wassstill persuaded that the
bone was injured, uid still apprehensiye that,
without some operafipn, she should ultimately
lose her senses. ' The medicines were con-
tinued in such quaftity as to procure only
one alvine evacuation daily. A fortnight
elapsed under this plan of treatment, -during

- which
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which the stools became nearly of a natural
colour, and the patient’s health was consider-
ably amended. There were times when no
uneasiness was felt in the head; and, during
some nights, the pain was so trivial as to
give but little interruption to her sleep. It
was, ltbwever, occasionally disturbed by pains,
which were, in her opinion, as intense as at
any former period of the complaint. Her
-pulse was good, and her muscular strength
greatly improved. The occuirence of the
pain thrparoxysms strongly impressed me with
the belief that ‘it was nervous, rather than
depending upon local disease. Under these
circumstances all ideas of an ‘operation were
dismissed from my mind, but it was farother-
wise with respectto, the pat“ﬁent “Being obliged
to return into the country, ‘she considered the
possibility of a relapse with horror ;" and was
so corivinced that the bdne ‘hatt ‘béen mjure&
that she earnestly request‘ea it zmght be ex-
amined, -were if merely to ascertain what 'was
the fact:" I sawno ob_;ectxon to this examina-
tion, but thought, on the rfonﬁ‘ary, that ad-
vantage might possxbly arise from an incision,
Wthh would loosen ‘the tension of the scalp,

16 - and



AND TREATMENT OL LOCAL DISEASES. 127

o/

and produce a discharge that might relieve
the irriration of the part. I accordingly
made an incision of a semicircular form: ex-
tending farther back than the part which had
been struck, and turned up a portion of the
scalp, so as to see the bone, covered by its peri-
cranium, to the extent of a crown. piece.
The bone was uninjured, and, together with
the pericranium, appeared perfectly natural.
The scalp being replaced, the wound was.
dressed superficially, without-dny attempt to
favour.the union of the parts. If they united
under these circumstances, there would be an
additional reason for’ bclieving, that neither
the bone nor the subjacent parts were disesed.
The pain was as severe for the two first days
and nights after this examination as it had
been at any former ,period ; it abated .when
the wound began tg. dnscharge, and had ‘en-
tirely ceased on the; %ﬁfth day. This state of
tranqmlhty continged.as long as the - patient
remained in" tow whxch was about three
weeks aftcr t};e dwﬁmr.g of the scalp. The
wound at that ‘time had nearly healed. She
has since had occa,sxgnal returns.of pain in the
head when her gengral health has been disor-
. dered,
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Ye

dered, but never to that degree as to induce
a suspicion that any local vascular disease
existed. ‘

To exhibit the effects of the re-action of
disorders of the digestive organs upon those
of the head in another point of view, I sub-
join the following case.

CASE X. f

May 29, 1805, a labouring man, aged
forty-five, fell from a considerable. height
upon his head, and was immediately brought
to St. Bartholomew’s Hogpital. No fracture
of the skull could be discerned : and the
patient seemed to labour under the cffects of
violent concussion of the brain. By vene-
section, and pther antlphloglstlc means, he
soon regovered his senses, Every thing went
on very favourably for three days, when he
was attacked with sh:venng, nausea, pain in
the head, impatience of light, and othcr symp-
toms, which usuallyme consxdered as denot-
ing inflammation of "the membranes of the
brain. He was consequent]y bled ; and had
a blwtcr applied on the head. " He was sud-
denly
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' denly seized in the evening with a more ex-
cruciating pain in the head, which, after
lasting half an hour, was succeeded by con-
vulsions, so violent that three men could
scarcely hold him. When the fit abated,
he expressed himself much relieved, and said
that he was easier than before its accession.
Some calomel and rhubarb were given to
obviate a costive state of his bowels. On
the next: moming (June 2d) hg had a return”™
of the pain and convulsions ; ‘and+he symp-
toms wtre so violent, that he was bed four
times in the course of the day.  This treat-
ment, however, bad no effect m.dxmmxshmg
the pain and other symptoms, and anether
fit of convulsxous took place in the evening.
The purgatxve &pcrg:ed en the succéeding
night, and brought jaway a large quantity

- greenish-yellow cofpur.
June his" breath -whs ,
his skin .hot .and gry; his pulse quick ;
his fonguc t&iﬁkly fifred ; and he had great
tendemess in" the “epigastnc reglon, and
right hypoéhoudnum He was ordered to
take two 'grains of ca.lomcl ‘immediately,

vOL. I. K and
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and a saline medicine at intervals ; this pro«
duced two motions in the course of the day.
By-pursuing this plan for a few days, the
state of the bowels were rendered more regu-
lar, and the discharges acquired a healthy
colou:;; in proportion as this was effected,
the tenderness of the abdomen was removed,
and the tongue became clean. He had no
_return of convulsmns, the pain and other
“symptoms subsided, and in a short time,
when the‘digestive organs had been restored
to a natural state, he went out of the hospital
perfectly well.

Cases of this description have been noted
from the earliest ages. Many passages in
the works of Galen shew that he was well
acquainted with the circumstances that have
been stated in this section, Bertrandi* has
related instances of abscesses taking place
in the' liver consequent to injuries of the
head. Andouillé+ relates additional cases,
.and makes further ebservations on the same

\

* Mémoires de I' Agadémic de Chirurgie, toim ifi. p.48¢.
+ 1hid. p. 506,

L

subject.
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subject. Of late, Richter * has delivered
similar opinions, and has directed the.prac-
tice which should be pursued, when the head
is disordered by the re-action of affections of
the digestive organs.  Still however these
circumstances seem to me to be stated rather
as occasional, than as occurrences which are
common and naturally to be expected; and
I therefore think myself warranted in sup-
posing, that they have not urade a sufficient
impression on the minds of surgeons, ia this
country at least .

I beg leave, in the conclusion of this sec-
tion, to repeat what was said in the former
one, viz. that I consider.the disease as depend-
ing on nervous itritition M the parts affected,
which is either caused, maintained, or ag-
gravated by disorders of the digestive organs.
Yet as the local disease must be regarded as
chiefly nerdous, it might, in some fare in-
stances, exist indepéndently of any mapifest
disorder of thote organs. I may farthes

* Chirurg. Biblioth. b. vili. p.538.
+ In Doctor Cheston’s Pathological Obsérvations, how.
ever, cascs of this description are noticed.
K2 add,
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add, that much nervous irritation in any
part generally excités vascular action. It be-
comies therefore highly important to attend
to the nature and cure of such disorder, as it
might ultimately lead to the production of
organic disease, which would destroy the
patient, '

CASES.
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CASES.

SECTION HI.

On undefined and undenominated Difeafes arifing
from Diforder of the Conflitution.

Tm«: next class of cases, to which I shall
call the reader’s attention, is that of

unhealthy indurations, abscesses, and sores.
Sometimes but one local disease of this de-
scription exists, but in general they break out
in succession in different parts of the body.
The circumstance of their successive forma-
tion is, I think, a proof that they depend
upon some error in‘thehealth in general ;
and I have accordingly observed that they
are seldom, if ever, ‘unattended with disorder
of the digestive organs. The imperfect his-
tory, which' the patients geuerally give'of their
previous state of health, will not enable us to
determine with cér&mt‘y, that the disorder of
the bowels was_the cause of their ill health
and subsequent local diseases ; but I can con-
ﬁdently affirm, that those diseases in general
K 3 become
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become tractable, in proportion as the disw
order«of the viscera is corrected ; and that fre~
quently no new local symptoms occur, after
some attention has been paid to the state of
the digestive organs. The diseases, to which
I allude, have not been described in books
of surgery ; and indeed it is scarcely possible
to delineate with precision their various ap-
Jearances. It would be quite impracticable
to describe all” the diseases, which make the
subject of the present section ; namely, un-
healthy indurations, abscesses, and sores.
They may be compared; not improperly, in
variety and fiumber, with the infinitely di-
vérsified combinaticns and shades of colour,
Yet a brief and general descriptjon of them
wilt assist to recall'them to the remembrance
of the experienced surgeon; and to enable
the inexperienced practitioner to recognize
them, when they occur. <

Some of these affections are quite super.
ficial, occupying merely the skin. - The first
that I shall describe is, I believe, welt known
to surgeons, as a disease, which is frequently,
though not constantly, cured by giving mer-

cury
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cury to such an extent as slightly to affect
the constitution. A small induratian or
tubercle takes place in the skin, and this is
followed by the successive formation of others
at small distances from the original one.
The skin between these tubercles becomes
thickened. Chord-like substances, which are
probably indurated absorbents, may some-
times be felt, extended along the thickened_
skin. The tubercles ulcerate,-and form foul
ulcers, which heal slowly and break out again,

Another species pf.superficial or cutaneous
ulcer begins generally in one péint, and ex~
tends in every direction. The chasm bf the
ulcer is formed either by a very sudden ulcera-
tion, or by sloughing. A sore is left, which
first secretes a sanious, and then an ichorous
fluid. Granulations afterwards arise, and the
sore heals. The, granulations are however
indyrated ahd unsoynd; and when thé patient
supposes that the s¢re is cured, it is suddenly
reproduced by a procdss similar to that by
which it was originally occasioned. After
some time the ulcer again heals, and again
breaks oyt. Whilst these prgresses are going

K 4 on
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on in the middle, the sore enlarges in its
circumference ; the edges, which are thick-
ened, become at times highly inflamed, and
either ulcerate or siough. The disposition
to disease is aggravated by fits, and there
are intervals when it is apparently tranquil.
When this sore has enlarged to a considerable
extent, in the manner already described, the
_central parts, which have healed unsoundly,

break out into separate ulcers ; and thus pre-
sent.an appearance of several sores, connected

with each other by indurated skin or newly-

formed substance.
~I shall briefly mention some of the prin-
cipal circumstances relating to the last sore of
this description, which‘came'under my care.
The patient, who had been ill for more than
two years, and had taken a great deal of
mercury, came from the.country in very bad
bealth,' and with his digestive organs much
disordered. The sore was so painful, parti-
«cularly at night; that he was i the habit of
taking large doses. of opium to -procure rest.
It-occupied the back of the hand and wrist.
‘He hadhad s&mewhat similar soges on his
‘ Ir head
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head and face ; but they were nearly healed,
though disposed to ulcerate again. By, that
attention to the state of the bowels which
I have described, and by dressing the sore
with an aqueous soluiion of opium, the
greater part of it was healed in the space of
three weeks ; and the remainder was so much
amended, and so little painful, that he had
left off his opium shortly after the commence-
ment of this treatment.. As the patient’s’
circumstances made it inconveafent to_ him
to remain in town, he went into the Country,
where the sore broke out again. He then
applied to a person who sold a 4amous diet-
drink; and before he had taken twelve
bottles, the sore was perfectly healed;+ and
has not singe brokesouts - The diet-drink,
he says, had no sensible operation ; but.his
bowels became regular and comfortable, and
his appetite amended by taking it.
PR £ 2 L]

.Anothér variety of these sores originates
in a more degply-seated disease. The cellular,
substance under the skin becomes thickened,
and an unhealthy abseess follows ; after the

bursting of which, a foul sqre is formed. In
con-



138 + ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN,

consequence of this process, the fascia of the
limb js sometimes exposed to view, and seems
to kave sloughed : when the slough has sepa-
rated, the disease may get well slowly. In
many cases, however, thereis no exposure, nor
separation of the fascia. Sometimes the sore
does not extend beyond the limits of the
original induration, but heals slowly ; while
_other diseases of the same kind occur in suc-
cession in varieps parts of the body.  In other
cases, the alceration of the original sore
spreads along the contiguous parts, whilst
those which were first affpcted get well; and
thus the sore'assumes an herpetic character.
I many cases the ulceration extends from the
whole circumference of the sore, and thus the
scar and ulcerated “cdges have a circular or
oval form; in others, the disease is pro-
pagated in particular directions, so that the
ulcerated surface presents the most irregular
and smgulat figures.
‘

Thesediseases sometimes are small in extent
in the beginning, but enlarge considerably
before the fkin gives way; and, when this
happensj it proves a kind of crijis to the

dis-



»  AND TREATMENT OF LOCAL DISEASES, *130
L]

disease, which afterwards heuls slowly. In
these cases it becomes the object of surgery to
bring the disease to a crisis, whilst it is yet
of small extent; which may be effccted by
producing ulceration of the skin by means of
caustic,

Some of these sores are formed from.discases
beginning in the absorbent glands ; in which
case the gland, having first been indurated,
suppurates and bursts, and ulcerafion ensues.
When this circumstanc¢e has taken p'lace, in
an absorbent gland of« the neck for instance,
another ulcer may form, in the manner above
stated, in the skin and subjacent parts, With-
out any gland being involved in it. . A third
ulcer, having a diseastd gland for its cause,
may form in the vicinity; and thus the dis-
ease procceds without any regularity.

. ™

I once thought it a necessary but miost dif-
ficult task for a surgcon to remark the varie-
ties of these disepsed, ift order to understand.
his profession, and contribute to its improve-
ment. But, since 1 have found, that these
diseases indicaté some disorder of the health

mn
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in general, the correction of which is the
great object in their cure and prevention, I
have perceived that there is less necessity for
undertaking this most arduous investigation ;
which, indeed, could never be accomplished
without very extensive opportunities and
indefatigable diligence.

It will be found in the majority of these
peculiar diseases, that the  patient had been
indisposed “for some time before the occur-
rence of the complaint, and,: that afterwards
the health had become .more evidently de-
ranged. Thedigestive organs are disordered.
The'tongue 1s furred at the back part, chiefly
in the morning ; -and the biliary secretion is
deficient or depravid. - ‘My attention has been
directed to the correction of this disorder;
and the most beneficial effects have resulted
from this attention. ‘The sores have healed
readily‘in some instances; and, in those cases
where many had previously formed in succes-

. sion, no new disease hias in genéral taken place.
In some few instances, new sores have formed
after the nredical treatment of the disorder
hiad:gommenced, and even- after if had been

for
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for some time continved. This probably
arises from the difficulty which is experiegced
in correcting an habitual and long~continued
constitutional disorder. In some still rarer
cases I have found similar but much milder
diseases arise, after the disorder of the diges-
tive organs had been in a great  degree
corrected.

Whilst I am writing this, there are four
patients; whom I have attended 4 St. Rar-
tholomew’ shospttal,wuhthesedxscases, which
I mention, to shew the younger %part of the
profession how frequent they are.* The health
of these patients has been surprisingly aménd~
ed in.a very short period, by employing ‘the
means which. I have descrilled ; and the sores
have healed  rapidly; ialthough nothing but
simple dressings have. been' applied to them:

It is not meant by, these observatidns to
depreciate the utility jof. topical applications
to unhealthy uleers, but"merely-to shew how
much they depend on the state of .the health
in general';” for some of them, whieh have
yemained: ‘pncorrected by a great variety -of

local
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local applications, will get well under simple
dressings, when the state of the constitution
isamended. It is not, however, to be ex-
pected that this will generally happen ; for
local diseased action having been excited,
becomes established, and may continue, inde-
pendently of the cause which produced them.
Topical remedies will, under these circum-
stances, be employed with the greatest advan-
tage. Again, topical applications are of the
highest utility in general practice, because an
irritable sore affects the whole constitution,
and aggravates and mainfains that disorder by
which it might have been originally caused.
The disorder of the digestive organs cannot
in many instances be corrected, till the fret-
ful state of the local disease is diminished. I
may further mention, with relation to this
subject, that I have seen patients, who scarcely
ever slept from the pain of the local disease,
whosevstomachs were greatly disordered, and
who had a distressing ‘purging, which could
only be controlled by opium, sleep without
interruption during the night, regain their
appetite, and have their bowels become tran-
quil and regular, when, after varjous trials,

5* a dress-
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a dressing has at last been applied, which
quicted the irritable state of the sore. Itis
right however to mention, that the effects of
such an application are not, in general,
permanent ; but after a time the sore be-
comes again fretful, and requires some new
dressing to soothe or control its irrita-
bility.

I have scen some cases of,such diseased
sorcs as I have described, in .consultgtmn
with other surgeons, who have becofne con-
vinced that my opinipns are well founded.
Others have occurred, even ins.the persons
of medical men, whose feelings co-operated
to render their conviction more strong.

Having thus, from general observation,
acquired the opinion that the peculiarities of
local disease depend chicfly on the state of
the constitution, I shall relatc some cases,
which were treated m conformity with the
principles which such an opinion would na-,
turally suggest, I must, however, previously
caution the reader against inferring, that I
attribute all local diseases to some general

error
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error in the state of the health. I have seent
local diseases, which could not be deduced
from any general indisposition, nor corrccted
by remedies which act simply on the consti-
tution at large. I wish to guard against the
suspicion of being inclined to make generai
assertions ; while I avow at the same time,
that my pbservations induce me to believe, that
the_ peculiarities of local disease generally
depend upon ¢onstitutional causes. Reason
also Suggests the same opinion ; for if sores
of the same character break out in succession
in different parts of the body, can we doubt
that they arise from the state of the health i
genetal ?

‘There appears to me-a combination of ner-
vous irritability and weakness, and to such a
combination I am inclined to attribute the
peculiarities of these variable and unclassed
local diseases. Perhaps I may ‘explain my
meaning further, by adverting to what hap-
-pens not unfrequently in cases of wvenereal
and other buboes. The part and the consti-
tution have been both weakened by the disease
that has occurred ; they have been further

debilitated
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debilitated by the mercury employed for its
correction. 'The disease subsides, but a new
disease and action commences; a trivial
wound frets out into a phagednic sore,
which is very difficult of cure. The sores,
in different cases, are nearly as various in
appearance, as those of which I have been
speaking. To what are we to attribute these
dissimilar, perplexing, peculiar sores, if not to
irritation occurring in weak,and irritable
parts?  As the peculiar diseased-Actions, of
these sores originate chiefly from the weak--
ness and irritability of the parts, induced by
the previous disorder which they have under-
gone; so in their advanced stages they fgé-
quently present the best instance, that can
perhaps be adduced, ofa peeuliar local disease
existing independently. of constitutional dis-
order. It is true they affect the health in
general ; but it may, Ry attention, be kept in
a moderately right state, and yet the sore
remains unamended. “The diseased actions of
.these- sores sometimes:gradually, dnd -some-
times suddenly céase; when healthy’ actions
succeeding, the sore heals, Iremembera sore
of this description, to which almost - every
VOL, I. L variety



146 ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL ORIGIN,

variety of dressing had been tried without *
benefit. It was very extensive, and had bur-
rewed in various directions beneath the skin.
The ulceration at length became stationary ;
but after nine months the sore still remained
as foul and fretful as it had been for a con-
siderable time ; when in the course of one
week it perfectly cicatrized, leaving the hollows
which I have described ; for it had thrown
out no granylations to fill these chasms.

‘Having thus stated the opinions which I
have formed relative to these kinds of local
diseases ; and which have been deduced from
cases too numerous to record, of which I have
preserved no accurate accounts ; I proceed to
relate some casgs treated in conformity to
these opinions, which will, I trust, be suf-
ficient to exemplify and illustrate the present
subject.

" CASE XI
A gentleman’s servint, betvreeh thmyand
forty years of age," was sent'to me with a
bad ulcer in his cheek, situated between the
nose and' under eye-lid. The surrounding
parts were inflained, swoln, and indurated,
. so
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$0 as to rise fully half an inch above their
natural level. The sore was of an pval
figure ; measuring about an inch and a half
in length, and half an inch in breadth
and depth; indeed I could scarcely see its
bottom. The surface was covered by ad-
hering matter of a greenish hue. The cuticle
round the margin was thickened, apd had
in some parts scaled off. The patient had
been rubbing in the mercurial ,eintment, for
this complaint. He declared thit he bad
had no chancre for many years, but had con--
tracted a gonorrheeg about'a year before his
present disorder. His health was much dis-
turbed ; he had no appetite; his tongue was
much furred and tremulous; his bowels
alternately costive and tax; $is freces blackish.
I advised him to take five grains of rhubarb
about an hour before dinner, and five grains
of the pil. hydrarg. every second night, with
castor oil or *senna tea occasionaily, s@ as to
‘procure a ‘motion: guily. © The sore. was
dressed with spermaciti cerate. 1 saw him
again in three days; when he said that he felt
‘himself under the grwtcst oblxgatlons to me.
.He had bee;n entigely free from pain and dis-
L2 tressful
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tressful sensations since he began to take the
medicines ; although he declared, that before
that time, he should have been thankful to
any one who would have destroyed him. I
mention this, because I have often remarked
in these cases, the surprisingly great relief
and comfort which have arisen from a change,
produeed by means apparently insignificant
and inadequate. The bowels now acted
regalarly, ahd the stools were more copious
and of a more natural colour, and to this
correction of the biliary secretion I am
inclined to impute that relief which he so
forcibly depicted. The sore had discharged
profusely; the surrounding swelling and
inflammation were much lessened. He pur-
sued the same plan of 'tréatment for a month ;
during which time he recovered his appetite ;
his tongue became clean ; his bowels regular,
and the biliary secretion natural. Tlie sore
had contracted into a small’compass, but
without the appcarance of granulatwns and
the surrcmndmg parts were not swoln, thbngh
still red. His health became. at. this - time
again much disordered, -in -consequence of
hxs catchmg cold; " from exposure to rain:

He
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"He had pain in the bowels, with a slight
purging ; his appetite failed ; his tongue yas
furred; and he had a severe cough, attended
with copious expectoration. The sore on the
cheek also enlarged to about one half of its
former size: and the surrounding parts be-
came tumid. Ihad the patient admitted into
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, where he took
the decopction of cascarilla with squills. His
cough became materially better,in a short
time: the state of his stomach amd bowels
also greatly improved, The sore again’dimi-
nished in size. About,a fortnight after his
admission into the hospital, an eruption came
out over his whole body. The spots weresof
a copperish hue, but rather smaller, and more
elevated, than venereals eruptions generally
are *. Some of the eruptions gradually dis-
appeared ; and, in about a fortnight, it was
certain that many were.entir ely gone. About
this time he began to cgmplam of his throat ;
and an ulcer, of the sxqc of a shilling, formed
in each tonsil, . The ec&es- of these sores were

* Many persons who saw the patient did not entertain
a doubt but that-all the symptasms arose from syphilis ; it
was their prbgmnlone which evinced the contrary.

L3 elevated
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elevated and uneven, without any appeai‘anc;
of granulations; the surface was covered with
yellow adhering matter. The patient riow
again caught cold : he was attacked with pain
in the bowels and purging, which obliged
him to get up frequently in the night, and to
remain for some time out of bed, The cough
and expectoration returried :* he lost his appe-
" tite; and he had a furred tongue. PDr. Ro-
berts, wham, I met at the hospital, did me the

favour to .prescribe for him. Inaday or two

afterwards, an erysipelatous inflammation ap-

peared on the right side of his face, opposite to

the situation of the sore. The eye-lids were

sotumid that he could not open them: the

erysipelas spread 10 tlie other side of the face ;

and the other eye was-equally closed. The

fever also ‘ran very high, and “the patient

became delirious; to that he was obliged,

for many days, t6 be confined by a strait
waistcoat. These symproms gradually abated,

and he recovered, so us to be in better health

than I had ever seen hitn. He was discharged

in about six weeks, in a state of conva-

lescence ; and attepded Dr..Roberts as an

out-patient. The. eruption and sore throat

had
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had entirely disappeared ; the original ulcer
was firmly healed; and the contiguous skin
had become soft and natural, though if was
still discoloured. A year has since elapsed,
and he has had no return of his com-
plaints,

It is, I think, sufficiently evident, in the
present instance, that the peculiaritiés of the
local diseases had their origin in the state of
the constitution.

CASE XII.

I was consulted, by a medical gentlsman
in my neighbourhood, on the case of a lady
about forty years of age ;,who had been long
subject to dyspepsia, and severe head-aches.,
Her present and chief complaint had been of
about three months duration. It begar with
weakness, and an apparent irregulgrity in
the motions of the lotwer extremities, attended
with considerable- pains resembling rheuma-
tism, and rxg\dtty of the calves of the legs.~
These symptoms increasing, she was unable,
in the course of a month, to move about at

' L4 all ;
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11; but was obliged to be lifted in and out
of bed. At this time an induration of the
myscles of the calf of each leg had taken
place. The indurated substance was about
three inches in length, and between two and
three in breadth. It was severely painful at
times, and the integuments covering it were
occasionally inflamed. There was also some
pain and swelling in the ham. Leeches,
sedative lotions, and mercurial ointment had
been applied ;' cicuta and tonics had been
given, but without alleviating the symptoms.
I first saw the patient about six weeks after
she had been obliged to keep her bed entlrcly 3
and. the peculiarities of the present case led
me at once to refer its origin to the state of
the health in general. , The appetite and di-
gestion were impaired, the tongue was much
furred, and the fazces blackish. I merely
recommended fomentations ta the indurated
parts, .considering it the' primary object to
correct the morbid statg of the digestive or-
gans. With this view the compound infu-
sion of gentian with the infusion of senna
and tincture of cardamoms was given, in such
doses as to procure an adequate evacuation

' daily,
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daily, and five grains of the pil. hydrarg. were
taken every second night. These simple
medicines were completely successful : “ after
taking them a short time, the discharges ﬁom
the bowels were natural, and properly colour-
ed with bile. The appetite returned; the
tongue became clean, and the pains almost
immediately ceased. No cutaneous inflam-
mation, indicating a disposition to Suppura-
tion, appeared again over the indurated parts,
which gradually recovered their natural'state.
In a fortnight the patient could go about with
a stick, and in two months could walk as well
as before her coniplaint. She has enjoyed
better health, since this time, than for gany
years before *.

* The state of the induratdd muscles, in this case,
was such as would lead to the belief that fuppuration
would take place in different parts of the hardness;
indeed, I have scen marny cases less formidable in ap-
pearance terminate in.that manner. Sceing how much
the: irritability'of muscles is disordered by that state of
constitution which I have been describing, I think it is
allowable to conclude. that most of the organic dmeam
of muscles originate from thia cause,

CASE
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CASE XIIL

A gentleman, thirty-two years of age, who
had been subject for several years to occa-
sional attacks of severe pain in the bowels,
was seized, about the end of August, with
a violent purging, which continued for a
fortnight, and was attended with fever.
About a month afterwards, he felt pain in
his leg at night, which gradually became con-
tinued even during the day, and obligéd him
to confine himself tobed. In the beginning
of QOctober .a swelling was perceived near
the iner ankle, which suppurated, and was
opened on the twentieth of the same month,
Two large tea cups .full of dark brown
matter were evacuated. The dnscharge conti-
nued profuse for some time, and afterwards
diminished. Four other small gatherings
then taok place in succession, and, bursting,
continued to discharge; each aperture fretting
out into a foul sore. - About the beginning
of February I first saw this case, which was
considered as a disease of the bone. The five
sores had apertures in them leading to sinuses,

which
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which communicated with each other. A
probe introduced into one of these, near the
bottom of the tibia, could be moved upwards
and downwards along the surface of the
bone, which was not, however, denuded.
From an upper ulcer the probe could be
passed behind the bone, and under the mus-
cles of the calf; this indeed secn}ed to be
the original seat of the abscess, from which
the sinuses proceeded to their different out-
lets. The integuments were cedematous, and
firm to the touch; so that I could not dis-
tinctly feel the outline of the tibia; but I
thought that the bone was not altered either
in form or size. The firmness with-which
the patient stood upon the limb, and the want
of aching painin the bone, contributed also
to make me believe that it was not discased,
and that the whole disorder consisted in an
unhealthy abscess, the discharge from which
issued from the various sinuses in the manner
already described. o I could not but attribute
such a disease to a general disorder of the
health, and indeed the patient’s countenantc
and appearance indicated a constitution fauch
weakened and harassed by iliness, Histongue

was
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was furred, and the discharges from the bowe
els were irregular, deficient in quantlty, and
of a blackish colour. With a view to the
correction of these symptoms, I directed the
patient to take five grains of the pil. hydrarg.
every second night, and the infusion of gen-
tian with senna, so as to procure one motion
dai!', But Little benefit wss obtained by these
measures; and in about a fortnight after-
wards a thickeping of the integuments took
place over the ﬁl;ula; a considerable swelling
gradually arose, and another abscess formed,
which burst in about three weeks, and dis-
charged a considerable quantity of brownish
matter mixed with blood. During this time
the limb was mecrely poulticed, and the
patient could not leave. his bed. His pain
was extreme, and he had no rest at night.
The use of opium was necessary to alleviate
his sufferings, and opening medicines occa-,
sionally .to procure stools. He. took but
little nourishment, and his health greatly de-
clined. The disordered state of the stomach
-aad bowels was much aggravated by this local
irritation, Indeed, the situation of my pa-
tient was now partxculax ly perplexing. The
local
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local disease made the general health worse ;
and the aggravation of this general disorder,
which appeared to have been the cause of the
local disease and of its continuance, propor-
tionately increased the latter malady. The
confinement to bed afforded an additional
obstacle to recovery ; yet it was impossible to
remove him in his present state, on account
of the pain which motion occasioned. The
leg was insupportably painful ina depmdent
posture. As change of air «ind_exercise
seemed essential to his recovery, I was in-
duced to try if, Mr. Baynton’s excellent
bandage, by supporting the weakened ves-
sels, would prevent their distention, and the
consequent pain. The sores were dressed,
after as much matfer had been expressed
from the sinuses as could be done without
occasioning pain.  8trips of sticking-plaister
were applied after; the manner of a many-
tailed bandage ; 3 an& the limb was afterwards
rolled with a calio roller. The patient
felt comfortable, and found his limb strength
ened. He was directed to wet the roller,
if the parts became heated. The effect of
4his treatment was ‘surprising both to the

patient
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patient and myself. The pain, which had been
constant before pressure had been employed,
ceased from the time of dressing till five
o'clock on the following morning ; but from
that time it gradually increased till noon,
when the dressings were renewed. The cause
of this occurrence now became manifest; for,
upon opening the bandage, more than a tea-
cup- full of matter was discharged from the
different sinuses. I dressed the limb.as before,
cutting holes for the escape of the matter
opposite to two of the chief sinuses. . I desired
the patient to put his Jeg to the ground, in
order to ascertain the effect of the perpendicu-
lar position when the vessels were supported ;
and be experienced no inconvenience. The
second ,day passed;” as‘ the former, without
pain; and as the matter poured into the
sinuses readily escaped, he had no uneasiness
from its detention. I zecommended him to
sit up, ‘and put lis leg to the ground ‘several
times in the day, in order to accustom it to
that.position, After'] had dressed it on-the
“third morning, the patient  stood up, and
took two or three steps very feebly ;. but this
wvas father the effect of general weakness than
8 of
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of particular infirmity in the diseased limb.
I now advised him to go a little way out of
town in a carriage. ‘The air and exereise,
together with the freedom from pain, pro-
duced a very beneficial effect. He began to
recover his appetite, to sleep at night, and
acquired so much strength, that he was able
in a week to go about his housc, and to re-
sume his attention to business. The dis-
charge from the sinuses was very trifling, and
the sores looked much better. -“The patieat
now undertook to dress his leg himself, and
hired a lodging oyt of town, so that I only
saw him occasionally. His:limbswas so much
amended in the course of a fortnight, that it
caused no rhore trouble than that of daily
dressing. But his healthewas not good. His
countenance had the same expression of ill-
ness as when I first saw him ; his tongue was
white and dry; hisipowels costive; and the
stools of an uuhe&ithy colour. I therefore
recommended him %o take again' the same
medicines, which Ihad formerly ordered him.,,
His health now mipmved .his tongue botam¢
moister, and less furred ; the bowels morese-
guhr, and the faeces coloured with a more

healthy
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healthy bile. He continued recovering till
the middle of April, when he began to com-
plain of the trouble of applying the sticking-
plaister, and used the calico roller alone. I
did not see him for three weeks, and then
found him in a very desponding state. He
complained of the tediousness of his confine-
ment, which had lasted more than half a year,
and said that he would willitgly submit to
have .the sinuses laid open, if that would
make him well. - I found his leg well, ex-
cepting ‘two orifices nedr the tibia; three
ulcers which formed the,apertures of as many
sinuses, had healed ; the outline of the bone
could be distnctly felt; and there was no
alteration of it in form or size. I was un-
able at first to acceunt-for this dcf:pondency
“under such favourable circumstances ; but I
soon discovered that it was the effect of
bypochondriacism. For his tongue was much
furred end dry; and at’ thé sanfe time that
he left off the bandage,* he.had also discon+
tinued his medicities.: I urgedhim to return
“to them immediately ; and, called on him
again in ten days, when he percéived clearly
the absurdity of his late despondency, as well

as
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as its cause. He called on me on the 10th
of July, with a new swelling near the upper
part of the tibia, which threatened to form,an
abscess, similar to those which had formerly
taken place. I covered the limb with the
bandage of sticking-plaister, as at first. The
new disease disappeared entirely; and the
old ones were so. much benefited by the exact
and equa! pressure, that the patient felt no
difference between the sound and the affected
limb. The ulcers gradually hegled, and his
health is better than it has been for some
years: yet still therc J1s an evident tendency
to disorder of the d1gesnvc organs.

VOL.1 M ' CASES
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CASES.

SECTION V.

On more dcfined Diseases, as Carbuncle and Scrofula,
arising from Disorder of the Constitution.

IF ,'upon an cxtensive and accurate examina-
tion, of the subject, itfwere to appear, that
many very pecuhax and very dissimilar local
diseases originate from‘a common cause,
namely from wecakness and irritability of the
system in general, our enquiry would be fur~
ther extended, and we should feel anxious to
know whether similar causes may not operate
in the production of more common and more
frequent local disorders. As far as my late
observations have enabled me to determine,
that state of the digestive organs, which I
consider as causing or denoting constitutional
disorder, exists prior to the formation of a
carbuncle; and is exacerbated during the
progresg of that disease. This opinion indeed

' 4 e will
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will appear probable, if we consider the kind
of persons who are attacked with carbuncles,
and the considerable derangement of health,
which even a trivial local disease of this nature
occasions. I shall mention but one case in
support of this opinion, though I have made
similar remarks in several other instances.

CASE XIV.

I attended a gentlegan,. who wgs aﬂ'hcted
with carbuncles, during three successive at-
tacks, at the interval of about a year between
cach. I made an incision through, the indu-
rated skin, down to the subjacent sloughy
cellular substance, and thus brought the local
disease to a crisis, This trgatment was suf-
ficient in the two first attacks ; the extension
of the disease was prevented; the sloughs
separated, and the wound healed, The pa-
tient, whose mode of; hfe was intemperate,
had cough ; difficult gespiration ; fullness
and tenderness of the; sparts situated in the
cpigastric region ; urhealthy secretion of
bile ; and in short, all those symptoms which
denote a very considerable degree of *disorder

. M 2 of
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of the digestive organs : it is probable indeed
that, some organic disease of the chylopoietic
viscera existed, After he had recovered from
the carbuncle, I told him that the most im-
portant disease still existed ; and urged him
to be attentive to his diet, and to the direc-
tions of his medical attendants. He still how-
ever continued to live intemperately, and his
disorder increased. He was indeed nearly
dyipg fromdiseased viscera, when he was
attacked with carbuncle for the third time.
The division of the parts produced a tempo-
rary cessation of the,disease; but it began
again to spread in every direction from its
citfcumference, and he died.

It will not, F bekieve, be doubted, that
boils are a slighter degree, with some varia-
tion, of the same discase, which causes an-
thrax and carbuncle ;, and it is almost unne-
cessary to iemark, that some persons aresub-
ject to a successive formation of very large
and troublesome boils from the least irrita-
tion of the skin. I have seen many persons
thus affected ; and there has been, - in every
instance, disorder of the digestive organs, the

‘ cor-
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correction of which has prevented the return
of these vexatious local diseases. One gen-
tleman, who had been tormented for many
years by the quick successive formation of
boils as large as eggs, has been free from
them for some years; though he has had
other disorders, which denote such a condition
of the constitution, as it has been my.object
to describe in this paper.

I have remarked in many instances that
diseases of the absorbent glands, such as are
usually and justly desominated scrofula, oc-
curring in adults, have apparently‘originated
from the disorder which I have described. In
several cases the local disease was of long
duration, and had becothe Worse rather than
better under various plans of medical treat-
ment ; yet it amended regularly, and some-
times even quickly, in proportion as the state
of the digestive organs was corrected? I
need not detail any c#Ses on this occasion,
since every surgeon must’ know them fami-
liarly. The patients are commonly sent to
the sea-side, or into the country ; where en-
larged glands subside, and those which havc

. M 3 sup-
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suppurated and ulcerated heal ; and the local
disease recovers, in proportion as the health
ih general is amended.

There are cases of scrofulous diseases oc-
curring suddenly, and in various parts of
the body at the same time, which seem to
originate in that state of the constitution
which is occasioned by disorder of the diges-
tive organs,- I have chiefly observed these
cases in ‘children; and they have followed
some violent febrile affection. In two cases
which I shall particularly mention, the small-
pox was ‘the antecedent disease. I have
already stated, that when the health has
been considerably disordered by some violent
disease, the digtstive organs may become
subsequently affected ; and that this disorder
proves a cause of many secondary diseases.

- CASE XV.

A child of twd years old had the small-
pox, from which he did not seem to recover,
but, on the contrary, fell intoa very bad state

of health. The absorbent glands on the right
side
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side of the neck became enlarged in succes-
sion, so asto form altogether a very eonsi-
derable tumour, which extended down to
the collar bone. The axillary glands then
became affected in the same manner; the
swelling was unusually great, and seemed to
extend under the pectoral muscle, elevating
it, and forming by this means a continuation
of tumour with the glands of the neck.
These swellings had partiay suppurated,
and had broken in two places] viz, in* the
neck, and about the margin of the pectoral
muscle : but no relief followed ;  on the con-
trary, the mass of disease seemed’to be rapidly
increasing. -‘The child was bowed forwards,
so that the spine'was much curved in the
Joins ; the left leg appeared paralytic ; and a
swelling was perceived in the abdomen, which
I could not but ascribe to an enlargement of
the external iliac glands. The child was ex-
tremely emaciated ;; his skin felt Hot and
dry; his tongue was covered with a brown
fur; and thestools were ‘black and highly-
offensive.  As there was no expectation that
he could survive this desperate state, those
medicines only were prescribed that seemed

' M 4 likely
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likely to correct the state of the digestive
organs: such as occasional doses of calomel
and rhubarb. A strict attention to diet was
also recommended. Under this treatment
the stools gradually became natural, and the
tongue clean. The disease seemed to stop
immediately. As the health was restored,
the swellings rapidly subsided ; and the child
became one of the healthiest and stoutest of
the tamily.

CASE XVI.

A female child, after having had the small-
pox, got into bad health from disorder of the
digestive organs. She was then suddenly
attacked with a scrofulous affection of the
knee and elbow of ‘the’opposite sides of the
body. Two collections of fluid had taken
place beneath the fascia of the leg and thigh.
The joints were greatly enlarged, and the
swellin'g was apparently caused by an increase
in the size of the bones. Had I seen either

Joint, as a single case’of disease, Ishould have
said that it would leave the child a cripple.
It was manifest, in the present instance, that
these local diseases were the consequence of

general
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general ill-health; and that the first object
was to correct the disorder of the system., The
functions of the digestive organs, which had
been deranged, were restored to their natural
state by employing the same diet and medi-
cines which had been so signally successful
in the preceding case. By these means the
health was re-established, and the lpcal dis-
eases gradually disappeared.

I have heard it remarked by°surgeons of
great experience, that patients often recover
when many scrofglous diseases appear at
the same time ; although some of them may
be so considerable, that they would $eem
to warrant amputation had they appeared
singly. The cases *which I have related
afford a most clear and satisfactory account
of the mode of recovery. General irritation
and weakness bring. on diseases, to which
perhaps a pre-disposition may exist, ire several
parts of the body ;° these cease when thewr
exciting cause is removed.

Of late indeed I have been equally sur-

prized and rejoiced to see swellings of the
absor-
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absorbent glands in children readily dispersed
by that medical attention to correct errors in
the functions of the digestive organs, which
1 have described. Some of these swellings
came on rapidly, and some slowly, but these
were so large and so much inflamed, that if
any person had formerly told me they might
be dispersed by such measures, I should have
thought the assertion an absolute absurdity
from) its direct, contradiction to ‘my former
experience.’. From amongst a considerable
number of cases I shall relate the following.

CASE XVII.

The son of one of my friends had gradually
fallen into a very bad state of health, The
child was about six Years of age, and had been
unwell for several months; when, in con-
clusion, two glands in the neck became gra-
dually«enlarged, till each had attained the size
of a large walnut. The child’s tongue was
much furred, his appetite very deficient, and

"capricious ; his bowels had a costive ten-
dency; his stools were never of a proper
colour.  His flesh was wasted and flabby, his

" counte-
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countenance pale, his pulse feeble and fre-
quent; and his general demeanor languid
and irritable. I told his father, that I eould
advise nothing as a local application better
than bread and water poultice ; and that the
chief object of attention was the correction
of that disorder under which he had long
laboured, so that his constitution might regain
its natural tranquiliity and strength. Upon
this subjecc I preusised to spgak to the gentle-
man who had hitherto attendedthechild, In
about two days a deep redness came over the
most prominent Rart of each gland, denoting,
as I concluded, a disposition m the internal
parts to suppurate. The child took Half a
grain of calomel with five of rhubarb every
second night, and ten drops of the acid : vi-
triol : dilut : three timés a da'y. In about a
week, an evident amendment was observed in
the appetite, spirits, and colour of the excre -
tions fronf the bowels. in a fortnght, the
spirits of the childsbecame, to use the words
of the parents, uhgovernable; and an evi-
dent amendment of the health in general to8k
place. In a month, the child might be said
to be well ;. though he still remained thin.

) After
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After another fortnight, he discontinued
all medicine, except the occasional use of
the powders, for at this time all vestiges of
enlargement in the glands had disappeared.
1 do not relate this case as extraordinary, for
I have seen several worse cases cured by the
same means ; and as I have said, some of the
swellings have come on tardily and others
rapidly. 1t is related merely, because in the
same family another child had suppuration
of the glands,. which left a sore that healed
slowly.

It cannot indeed be proved that these cases
would have been strumous; it can only be
said, that to all appearance they were the
same as others which I-have formerly seen
suppurate, and form sores slow in healing,
and such as are generally denominated scro-
fulous.

.CASE XVIII.

" A slender child about five years of age had
five swollen glands on the right side of the
neck, and three on the left. Their magni-

" tude
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tude was considerable, and the child’s ap-
pearance sickly; and the disorder had SO
threatening an appearance, that the gentle-
man who attended the family requested
the parents to take some additional opinion
on the case. The tongue was furred, and
the bowels so habitually costive, that some-
times a week elapsed without any alvine
evacuation. As the child was feverish, he
took at first some saline medigines in a state
of effervescence, which was afterwards
changed for the diluted vitriolic #cid, He
also took half a grain of calomel, every second
night, which gradually brought zbout a
regular secretion of healthy bile, and in #bout
three weeks the child might be said to be
well, for his bowels actegd regularly when no
medicine was taken, and the discharges from
them were properly tinctured with bile.
The use of calomel was now only recom-
mended, if the appearance of the stools va-
ried from the rhubarb colour. The swollen
glands disappeared; nathing but a bread and
water poultice having been applied to them.
The bodily powers of the child were con-
siderably augmented, and bis adpect becamg

healthy. ¢
. CASE
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. CASE XIX.

A boy between seven and eight years of
age had a lameness about the hip, which was
so considerable as greatly to" alarm his pa-
rents. There was no tenderness when- the
jeint was compressed either in front or from
behind. The tongue was furred, and he had
been subject to. slight paroxysms of fever,
resembling an.intermittent. I recommended
holf a grain of calomel with a few grains of
rhubarb ¢very other night. In a short time
the lameness so entirely dlsappeaied that 1
was “ho further consalted on his case.
About eight months afterwards, however, I
was desired to sec him with three consider-
ably enlarged absorbent glands on one side
of his neck, and two on the other.: They
had for many days continued to increase.
He was at that time feverish, and I now be.
came miore acquainted with the state of his
health in general. I.learned that:he eat
rather voraciously, and could not be restraine
ed from taking very highly seasoned food ;
ﬂxat though his bowels . regularly enough

' evacu-
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evacuated the residue,of the food, the stools
were of various, and always of faulty colours,
and very offensive; that he perspired profuscly
upon the slightest exertion. His skin was
covered every where with scurf and eruptions,
and his hands were hard, harsh, and chapped.
He took the medicines, as in the preceding
case, for about the same length of nme, when
the glandular complaint was well. He con-
tinued the half grain of calomel, however,
for three months, for the secrefion of pile
had not even in that time bccome heulthy i
quantity and quaht‘y His skin was, how-
ever, perfectly smooth and free.froni erup-
tions, #lis hands only retained .in a slight
degree their former teel.

I have also seen instances of sores ap-
parently scrofulous left after the suppuration
and ulceration of diseased glands, which had
coptinued for more than a year, heal sapidly
under the same kinds of treatment. I have
however seen other gnstances,-in which the
sores did not appear, to be amended. by such”
constitutional treatment,

I have
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T have also observed several instances of
strumous affections of the fingers in children
get well in proportion as the general health
has become established by correcting disorders
of the digestive organs. I need not however
detail them. These discases were, in my opi-
nion, strictly scrofulous. The nature of the
disease in the following case will not 1 think
be doubted, and on this account I relate it

CASE XX.

A child about five years of age, after hav..
ing had the measles, got into a bad state of
he_ahh and had several scrofulous abscesses
form on the fore-arm. They became sores of
various sizes, but.in general about that of a
shilling ; thé surrounding skin was thikened
and of a purplish hue. The sores were-foul
and without granulations. In this state they
were when I first saw thie patient, -and had
continued. with occasional’ amendmient and
deterioration for twa years. * Being consulted
‘on the case, and perceiving the child appear-
ed out of health, I examined his ‘tonguc,
whxch was furred’s enquired respecting his

19 ¢ appetlte,
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appetite, which was deficient, and the state
of his bowels, which were costive. A The
same medicines were prescribed as in the fer-
mer cases. . In about six weeks the child got’
inta-remarkably ‘good health, which it had
not enjoyed from the time of its first indis-
position; and the sores rapidly and soundly
healed;

My observations have. ‘led e to beljeve,
that most local diseases are preceded by gene-
ral indisposition, of which thedisordered.state
of the digestive organs is-an evidence, and
may ‘trive been a cause. The relief “arising
from’ the cotrection of this disorder is indeed
sur;msmg, #nd the general knowledge of this
fact I 'have deemed my duaty to promote to
the utmost of my power, When the appetite
has been deficient, 1;have been dccustomed
to recommend acids 5“as medicines, when on
the' contrary it°has- ern good, and thediges-
tion difficult- and*xr‘fpm fect, I have recom-
mended bitters and 4kahes.

I mention thi3 to accéiinf"for my giving
the vitriolic acid in these cases.” It is in ad-

voL, 1. N dition
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dition ‘to its medical preperties, so pleasant,
that even spoiled children will take it with-
outagitating themselves, and distressing their
parents. It pleases me to be able to-give
proofs of its utility; becausc, I thinky they
will be allowed to disprove that any specific
good arises from the administration of: alka+
lies. Alkalies may be useful occasionallyin
dyspepnc cases ;. but that they have'no speci-
fic action in the cure of scrofula, I hdve long
thought from some experiments which ¥ made
on this subject at the hospital. - Incases:of
scrqfulous glands, I-gave soda in-doses which
were gradually increased til they affected the
qualities of the urine, without perceiving any
benefit to accrue to the local disease from their
use, The pleasure which I focl, ‘in thus en«
deavounng to-disprove the specific virtaas of
alkalies arises from this circumstance: --~That
if I am right-in my notion, that they are
chiefly miseful by their operation® in the sto-
mach and’ bowels, it shews how much beter
it i$ to be .informed of what -ought to be
done for. the ‘cure of diseases,. than of the
means by which it may occaslonally be ac-

compl;shcd, or. in other words, it shews
. : ‘ -how
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how much superior the rational is to the em-
pirical practice of medicine.

After having attempted to shew that many
non-~descript diseases arise apparently from
the state of the constitution, and that car-
buncle and scrofula are sometimes conse-
quences of the same cause; it may be en-
quired, whether, if the same general distur-
bance of the health can produce so many
varieties of local disease, it may produce many
others, and even every variety. Even in
cancer, disorder of, the digestive organs
appears to be antecedent to the local disease,
and aggravated by its existence ; but whether
this disorder be the effect or cause of the
constitutional diathesis cannot, I think, beat
present determined. .
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CASES

SECTION V.,

On Discases of various Glands, arising from Disorder
of the Constitution,

uAVE also observed that diseases of parti-

cular organs seem to originate, in many
mstances, from disorder of the system in gene-
ral. The testis of the male subject, and
“breast of the female, have furnished me with
exampies of, this observdtion. In the cases
to which I allude, the testes were alternately
affected, enlarging considerably, and then
subsiding *. I have met with. numerons
and interesting cases of such diseases of the
breast ; however, the relation of a few will
be sufficient to inform the reader of all that
I know concerning this subject.. .

* The cause which excites and maintains alternate irri-

. tation and disease” of the ‘testes, generally resides in the
urethra; but there was no disease of that part, in the cases

which I now. mention. The patients first became un-

healthy, and .disorder of the testes followed. Similar

ffections are not uncommon in pseudo-syphilis.
' . ‘ CASE
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CASE XXI.

A lady came to London, to submit to the
removal of a diseased breast, if it should be
judged necessary. The disease had existed for
more than two years. The breast of the
affected side was one third larger than the
other; indurated in several parts ; and so
much enlarged and hardened jn one place,
that this might have been taken for a distinct
tumour on a hasty and inattentive ekamina«
tion*,  This part was situated necar the
margin of the pectoral muscle. Thédisease
had resisted the various means employed with
a view 'to disperse it, such as deeches, lotions,
mercurial ointment, &c. Jt was occasionally
painful, and caused the patient so much men-
tal anx1ety, that th& surgeon, who attended
her in the countryﬁ thought it should be
removed. T-he manirtmry glaud ‘of the op-

* [t may not befmlpmper Qo ohahrvc here, for the instruc-
tion of the younget part of Yhe profeffion, that, if 2 breast
containing a portion which is” particularly mduratcd be”
examined with the points o'f the fingers placed circularly,
the disease will feel like a scﬁaratc tumour; but-if the flat
surface of the fingers be inoved over it, its true nature will
become manifdst,

’ N 3 posite
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posite side was far from being in a perfectly
healthy state; which circumstance appeared
to forbid an operation, since the same disease
might take place afterwards in the opposite
breast. The patient’s .general health was
much impaired, her tongue was furred, her
appetite deficient, her- digestion imperfect ;
the bilisry ‘secretion was disordered,” and
the bowels costive.' I ordered her to take
a coinpound calomel pill every othér night,
" five gratns of rhubarb half -an hour before
dinner, and the infusion' of gentian with
sennay+so as to procure asufficient evacuation
of the bowe!s_daxly. Liten moistened in
water was applied to the part in the evening,
or when it felt' painful and heated. This
plan of treatment reduced the bulk’ of the
discased gland by at least one third in the
course of a fortnight. The patient went
afterwards into ‘the country, " still employing
the same ‘medicines ; and was chtirely’ free
from the diseasein three monﬂis, though she
felt occasxonally shooting’ paing;’ which pro~
‘bably indicated that her health was. not com-
pletely remsta‘bhshed

CASE
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CASE XXIL

A lady consulted me on aecount of a con-
siderable swelling of thc breast, attended with
much pain. It had come on suddenly, and
had becn painful about a week; but she
thought that a lump had existed pyevious to
this time, The principal tumour was on the
side next the sterium, and was as large.as an
hen’s egg ; it seemed to be distifict, yet there
was a general swelhng, with pamal indurd-
tion of the substanceof the gland. The tongue
was furred,  the bowels costxve, 3nd the Ru]se
frequent, and. she was, 'to use her own ex-
pression, very nervous.. I directed her to use
the same means as ‘wefe mentioned in the
preceding cas¢, Small doses of mercur y act
beneficially on the bowels; by mducmg regu-
lar and healthy secpetions ; ,ad I know no
better method of a mlmstenng 1t as*a discu-
tient, - The gener: mdm:atwn of the breast
and tumefaction o t};xé mtcgumém;s sub;xded
quickly yrider thxg treatment, and Jeft the
lump in‘the: same istate - Wbit.h I supposcd it
to have been in bzfore the attatk of general
® w4 swelling
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swelling and pain. Im another week this
apparently distinct tumour was flattened on
its surface, diminished in size, and confused
with the substance of the mammary gland.
Its form varied each successive week ; it first
became oblong, and afterwards seemed to
separate into two parts; but in less than six
weceks no trace of it could be felt,

CASE XXTIH.

A rnedtcal amidn, who-resides in the country,
broudght his” daughter to town for :advice.
She had apparently .a tumour in her - left
breastyhetween the nipple'and the axilla; in

‘which part she had feJt a good deal of pam.‘
The swelling was of very considerable size,
and the breast so tender, that] could not
exactly make out whether it.arose’ from dis-
tinct tumour, of fréfa'a partial ‘enlargement
of the mammary gland.  ‘Want'of #ime pre-
vented thq patient’s fathcr from shewing the
case to amother surgeon.e 'T'could only gWe
him this opifiion; that" ‘it the . psent cir
cpmstances no-orie would ¢hink of an opera-
tion. I xecommcnded the apphcagon of the
lotio - ammon: “acetat. ‘when the ‘part felt
heated ; and as ‘the patient had ‘disorder of

g W the
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the stomach and bowels to a great degree,
that the chicf attention should be paid to the
state of these organs. A grain of calomel was
directed to be taken every second night ; rhu-
barb before dinner, and infus. gentian and
senna, if nccessary.

About two months afterwards, having oc-
casion to be in that part of the country where
the patient resided, I called on her. Her
father then told me that the’ swellmg had
subsided considerably, after his daughfer’s
return into the country; and that of late he
had not examined the complaint, as<he told
him she felt no uneasiness from it.

When I now examined the breast, I could
not perceive any differerfce between it and
the other. No vestige was left of a disorder,
which had been of guch a magnitude, as to
occasion considerable alarm ; a circumstance
that excited the gregtest surprize in the mind
of her father, who wlls a practitioner of much
experience®.

* Thave alsoknown casesof induration and suppuration
of the salivary glands, apparently caused by<thc same gene-
ral disorder, and cured by the same treatment.

Before
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«

Before I had pald attention to those com-
plaints which arise from, or are aggravated
by constitutional causes, I could not have
believed that such considerable local diseases,
after resisting various, topical and general
means, should give way so readily and com-
pletely to small doses of medicine. It is
only by cons1dermg the manner in which
this effect is produced, that the subject can
be placed in a.proper point of view.

+ An attention to the state of the bowels
is md;spensab!y necessary, even in the com-
mon practice of surgery. A simple cut of
the’ finger frets into a bad phagednic sore,
which resists every lacal remedy so leng, that
amputation is at lact proposed. ‘This is the
consequence of bad health, which in its turn
is aggravated "by the irritation of the sore.
The patient has a furred tongue, with other
symptoms of disordered digestive orgaus.
An attention to this diserder cotrects the
Jpainful state of. the«sote, ‘which now heals
mpxdly under sunple drﬂspmgs

A patient has a disorder in the nrethra,
: 5% ¢ almost
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almost too trivial for surgical mjtention; yet
producing much inconvenience.  The func-
tions of the digestive organs are impaired,
and he is hypochondriacal. He consults a
physician, under whose care his general
Kealth is amended, and he no longer feels or
thinks of the local disease.

An erysipelatous inflammation of the leg
is imputed to some trivial cause; as for in-
stance a gnat-bite. It becomgs worse .u.nder
the common remedies. 'The healtlt has been
long declining, apd, the chylopoietic viscera
are obviously deranged. The, erySipelas is
quickly cured by medicines prescribed for
that disorder.

A patient has g trivial sore on his leg
which the surgeon finds a difficulty in curing
by the usual methods. The patient feels in-
disposed, #nd has  manifest disorder of his
digestive organs, T he sore begins to slough,
and becomes very painful. The disorder of
the stomach and tbowels is augmented ; .so
great is the indigestion, that the small

quantity of food which the patient thinks it
necessary
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necessafy to, swallow Yor sustenance, feels
weighty and uncomfortable in the stomach ;
and* the vegctable food becomes almost cor-
rosively acid. Opium fails to procure sleep,
or even to give ease, When the mortifica-
tion has spread so as to occupy almost one
fourth of the integuments of the leg, scveral
very copipus pultaceous stools of a greenish
brown colour, are discharged from the bowels
in the course of the night, and the patient’s
feelings undergo an entire revolution, Before
this, the stools procured by medicine were
watery_and dark coloured. The patient
now sleeps like' one long harassed by pain
and watchmg ; his stomach is tranquil and
willingly receives aliment, which now pro-
duces no uneasy %ensations.. The skin
which had been hot and dry, becomes mois-
tened with a gentle perspiration,- and the
pulse beats with its natural ‘frequency, and
in a tranquil manner. The effects of this
favourable crisis being mamtamed by medi-
cal treatment, the sloughs are thrown off and
the sore heals with a rapidity indicative of
considerable yigour of constitution, and fur-
ther demonstrative of the sloughing not hav-

ng
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mg been the effect of vascular weakness, but
of nervous irsitation, I could rblate numer-
ous cases of erysipelatous inflammation ter-
minating in sloughing, in which the disease
arose from a similar constitutional cause.

In order further to elucidate this subject,
I subjoin the chief circumstances of a ca'se
which occurred since the publication of the
second edition of this book.

A gentleman who once had a pimple on
his leg spread by slodughing, so as togweduce
a considerable chasm both in circumference
and depth, was much alarmed when another
equally trivial complaint manifested the same
disposition. He was at this timein London
on a visit, and desired me to attend him.
The paticnt was about 5o years of age;, and
a robust hc:althy lookmg man; his pulse
was remarkably viggrous, and in all Tespects
right; his tongue 3 htt slightly furred, and
his bowels ra,gu}az. To me his apprehexy
sions seemed ‘unfounded ; he was however
confined to a sofa, and a linssed poultice
applied foj nearly three weeks, without any

augmen-
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augmentation of the disease, or any separa«
tion in thd. circumference of the eschan.
The slough had split into pertions, and a
feetid matter ooZed from it; at that time the
poultice. was changed. to oné made with stale
beer, with a view to excite a little action in
the indolent parts. It produced however
ié‘ritation, and in one night the sloughing of
the integuments increased to one third more
than its formervextent. © The linseed poul-
tice was aggy employed;, and after some
weeks wore elapséd, as. no separation had
occurred in the circumference of the slough,

and itappearing penetrable by medical appli-
cations, weak acids, infusions of bark, dilute
spirits, and resinous tinctures were tried, to
learn“the effect upop the slough and ¢ontigu-
ous parts; some of the slough had by this time
separated, and new flesh of no unhealthy ap-
pcarance presented itself beneath the slough-
ing part which extended ‘no deeper than,the
skin, 'None of the a‘ﬁ?ﬁcaﬂdtié“seemed of
any material - benefit;; and » -any ‘thing of an -
imtatmg ‘nature appeared to'produce irrita-
tmn, with'a shght increase inf the circumfer-
erice of the slough.. As the sloughing of the
skin seemed to be the effect of disease extend-

ing
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ing in it while the cuticle ‘was entire, and

when consequently no applicatio‘ could have

any peculiar effect, but would act as 51m-

ple stimulus ; and as all stimulants appeared

injurious, I contented myself.in future with

the. application of the linseed . poultige and

.simple .dressings. _Under their use the
sloughing - of the skin continued to ‘spread
during a period of about six months, when
the patient died. - The diseas¢ began about
the middle of the tibial side of the leg,* and
estended towards the front and outsidé till
it occupied about three fourths of its cir-
cumference; it extended -also . towards the
ankle, and to within about two inches of the
upper &nd of the tibia. At one time it spread
by a dusky -coloured ;nﬁammatxon, suddenly
occupying a considerable extent of skin, yet

in ‘this district there were parts more dis-
coloured, 'and pr@cntmg an . appearance
signilar to that arisipg from the transudation

of blood from the vAjns in.dead bodies. The

parts’ so dtscqlgur@ Bigst.slopghed, leaving

several insular. :portiéns of skin still preserving

its vitality. © Some:of these portions slowly

perished, others never completdy mortified.

At
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At other times the piortifications spread
slowly, and\‘merely from the ciicumference
withott any previous disease in the skin
bcmg apparent ; every new extension was
preceded by constitutional distur bance and
when the patient felt well and was tranquil,
the disease continuéd stanonary at times for
a fortnight or three wceks. As the sloughs
successively separated i’ the order in‘which
they took place, a healtliy granulated surface
appeared beneath' them, ‘which cieatrized ;
and cicatiization also taking place from those
portions of skin which did not completely
peristthe spre healed with more than usual
celerity, so that a short time before the pa-
tient’s deaththeére was much less sloukh and
appearance of diseage than at former periods.
Having described the local tréatment of ‘this
unfortunate ¢ase, I have only to relate the
circumstances obscrved: relative to the system
at large, and the thedical maMent which
was instituted. ‘The paﬁent ‘had! beeri ac-
customed ta eat a_wellteboked c‘ﬁmser and
to drink a liberal quantity of wiiie afterwards.
About four months precedirig’ “this; attack,
be had very mtuch dimmished his’ quantity
: . of
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of wine ; and from this tlmé he thought that
he became nervous and uncomfojtable. His
nervous feelmgs were manifested by anxious
looks and i inquiries, and by impatience to have
things done at the moment and in the manner
he wished ; he was also apprehenswe and soli-
citous about others in cases which warranted
no such feclmgs He was thirsty, and gene-
rally had a tumbler of water on the table,
which he supped occaswnaﬂy, though he did
not indulge himself in dnnkmg it. He eat
his breakfast and dinner with 4ppetjte, and
in moderate quantity. His bowels were
regular; and the bifiary dxscharges, although
not right, were not materially otherwise.
The first attentions were paid to the diges-
tive organs, in the manner described in the
introductory, remarks ; but when the morti-
fication was extending, nitric acid and bark
were exhibited. ‘thl the bark was increased
toa moderately large dose, in order to as-
certain whether it-was likely to be of Service
to the local, disease; ;‘t rendered the patient
slightly feverish, intreased his thirst, and
caused the tongue to :become dry and brown.h
These medxcmes ‘were changed for cordials,

VOL.T. L e : as
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as camphor, julep, with aromatic confection,
which seeméd to answer better. Opium was
tried,*and seemed to be heneficial in moderate
doses, administered at regular intervals ; but
in larger doses it seemed injurious. The
patient throughout suffered very little pain,
and slept well except at those times when a
temporary disturbance of his health, that has
been metitioned, occurred. At those times also
the white part of the eye assumed a yellowish
tint, and there was an cxpression of languor
.and disquiet in his countenance; as cordials
agreed with him, a liberal quantity of wine
was permitted ; nevertheless he gradually
became feebler and his flesh wasted, whilst
his belly enlarged ; of this enlargement he
took notice himself, it first appeared to be
mercly tympanitic, but subsequently water
was evidently effused. 'The right foot and
ankle became considerably odematous ; of the
left or diseased limb they were but slightly
so; he had but littlg pain, and talked of
returning into the country; he was good-
<humoured and cheerful almost to the last.
- short time before his death his memory
failed, and he thought but little even on his

7k . own
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own case. At last Le was seizqd with pro-
fuse diarrhcea, consisting of watery discharges,
and being exhausted, he slept during the last
24 hours of his life,

Now, that the sloughing was not in this
case the effect of vascular debility, Iinfer not
only from the state of the pulse, but from
the rapid healing of the sore ; that his ner-
vous system was merely disordered and not
diseased, was to me sufficicatly evident.
Although I was extremely " desirous ‘of exa-s
mining the body I was not permitted to
do so. )

A patient supposes that his knee is strained ;
for pain and inflammation of the joint sud-
denly come on, with deposition of fluid inte
the articular cavity ;. this attack is attended
with fever, furred tongue, and unnatural
discharges from the bowels. Leeches, cooling
washes, and poultices; in short, all topical
applications are unavailing. It is a case of
rheumatic inflammation, for which a physis
cian is consulted. Five or six weeks elapsg;
without any abatement of the discase, the

02 . patient
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patient being almost unable to stir in bed.

An alteratioh in the health suddenly takes
place; the tongue becomes clean, the bowels
regular, and biliary secretion healthy ; and
there is no longer any pain in the knee. :All
the fluid is absorbed from the joint in two
days, and the patient walks about his cham-
ber. Or there may actually have been some
local injury ; but the consequences are very
considerable and violent, and quite incom-
mensurate to the cause. Such occurrences
<an only be explained by imputing the effects
to the state of the health in general ®.

A case like that described in the preceding
sketch would, I believe, be acknowledged by
cvery one to be dependent on the state of the
eonstitution 'in general ; but I could bring
forward a great number of instances of
chronic affections of joints, incurable by
local measures, which were evidently cuzed

H

* As operatioms are injurics, so we ought not to per-
form them, if it can be avoided, where the constitution is
uch disordered. I could relate several instances of the
ﬁounds made in operations, assummg discased actions
from such a state of the comtttutxon.

¢ by‘
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by correcting those ecrors in the state of the
digestive organs, which were the cause or
effect of general disorder of constitution.
In diseases of joints, we find three distinct
kinds of cases. First a scrofulous disease of
the bones, which ultimately affects their arti-
cular surfaces; secondly, an inflammatory
affection of the joint, producing effusion of
fluids into its cavity, and ulceration of the
cartilages and ligaments; and in this case,
the most perfect rest, and moct strenuous
efforts by local means to put a stop to in-
flammation are requisite; and thirdly, an
inflammation dependent on censtitutional
causes. This inflammation is sometimes of
an active and painful nature, and sometimes
of a more indolent and chronic character;
but whatever form it may assume, it 1s less
prone to injure the structure of the joint,
and little susceptible of cure by local mea-
sures, whilst it yields to those means, which
tend to improve the hzalth in general. When
a diseased joint is so sitwated as' to become an ,
object ‘of examination, these circumstances
will be sufficiently evident. I am induced”
to mention them chiefly on account of such
' ©3 variety
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variety of affections ocaarring equally in the
hip, as well‘as in the other joints, in which
cas¢ the benefit accruing from different
modes of treatment is less demonstrable to
the sight and touch *,

« As I'know of o treatise on diseases of the hip in
which this distinction of cases is made ; and as, from what
I have scen, I cannot but consider the subject to be very
importantj so I think I should do wrong to forcgo the
present opportunity of reiating as succinctly as possible
two of a considerable number that have come under my
observation, in Stder to excite attention to this subject.

*

CASE L

A bey about Jtwelve years old‘was sent from school to
London, being supposcd to have a lumbar abscess. There
was a considerable collection of fluid beneath the fascia of
the thighs but it received no impulse when the patient
coughed. The boy limped in walking as if he had a dis-
eased hip, scarcely bearing on the affected joint. When
pressure was made on the front of the orbicular ligament,
it gave him acute and considerable pain. He was kept
perfectly quiet in bed, blood was taken by leeches re-
peatedly from the integuments opposite to the inflamed
joint, and linen wet with diluted aq: ammon: acet: con-
stantly arplied, till pressure no‘%ionger occasioned pain. A
blister was, then applied over the joint, and the cuticle
being removed, the sore surface was dressed with savine
cerate.  This dressing produced considerable inflamma-
tion and ulceration beyond the blistered part, and caused
the surface of thc skin which had been deprived of its
' cuticle



AND TREATMENT OF:LOCAL DISEASES. 10Q

cuticle to mortify. Near 2 month ‘elapsegl before the sore
healed. At this time no fluid was disgoverable beneath
the fascia; no uneasiness was felt when the joint was
compresscd 3 and the boy could not be prevented *from
getting up, because he felt as competent to walk about,
as before the occurrence of his disease. He went to
school again in the country, and after two years was put
into a merchant’s employ ; in which situation, he was
obliged to be constantly walking about the tewn. He
then again became lame in the same manrer, but not to
the same degrce. There was, however, né effusion of
fluid beneath the fascia of the thigh. A month’s rest with
similar treatment seemed to have curell this relapse ; and
I then told his father that he must change the employment
of his son : observing, that though the joirt might re-
cover sufficiently to endure common exercise, without
injury, it was not to lse ¢xpected that it would, ever be
able to sustain violent cxertions with impunity, T urged
him, also, to let me know immcdiately if there was any
return of lameness. About three months afterwards, 1
met the father and his son in the strect, and observed that
the youth limped in walking Very much, 1 asked why
I had not been informed immediately, as I had requested,
of return of lameness; and further enquired, whether
the boy still continued in the same situation.  Being told
that he did so, I felt so much hurt at the cruel and
absurd conduct of his father, that I declared I would no
longer interfere in their cosccrns, nor was I asked to do so.
All that T can further relate of this case is, that a large
abscess formed and broke behind the trochanter, and that
T once afterwards saw the poor lad lying in St. Bartholo-
mew’s hospital with his thigh bone dislocated in conse-

quence of the destruction of the hgaments of the joint,
. 04 , CASE
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CASE II.

A young lady of a delicate and susceptible constitution,
who had suffered much uneasiness of mind on account of
some of her friends, became so excessively lame in the left
hip that fhe could not move a few steps without support.
Pressure on the front of the joint occasioned considerable
pain. Her tongue was much furred, and her bowels
greatly disordercd, and she had fits of agitated and diffi-
cult resptratxon I recommended nothing but tepid fo-
mentations to the hip, and explained to her physician
what I thought would be right to be done with regard
to the: state of the' digestive organs.

As she becanie better in health, her power of moving
ubout increased, and she went te the sea-side. After two
years there still remained some tenderness, when the hip
joint was eompressed and soime'thickening of the parts
which covered 'it. She, however, eventually got well,
though no local applications of any moment were made
to the diseascd parts. I necM scarcely add, that the means
employed in the first case, with such striking success,
would have been prejudicial in the latter, whilst those
which were serviceable in the last case, would have been
futile and nugatory in the former.

CASES,
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CASES.

SECTION VI.

Diforders of Parts which hdve a Continuity of Sur-
Jace with the alimentary Canal,

uap formerly observed spasmodic _;tric-
tures of the cesophagus to disappeéar under
various modes of treatment, in a manner
which I did-not understand. Mercuty seem-
ed to effect the cure in three instances. Many
cases have occurred td*me lately, in which
the irritation in thecesophagus scemed to
be first excited and afterwards maintained
by disorder of the digestive organs. It will
be readily allowed, that spasmedic strictures
of *the assopHagus, when long continugd, may
cause a thickening in the affected part of the
tube, and thus the stricture may become per-,
manent.” One instance will be sufficient to
illustrate and verify this view of the sub-

jegt. ' '
' ' CASE
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!
\ CASE XXIV.

A Jady, ‘who had been in bad health for
many years, and was supposed by her medi-
cal attendants to have a stricture of the ceso-
phagus, became at last incapable of swallow-
ing any food, except in very small quantities ;-
she was even then obliged to drink some
fluid after each morsel, to facilitate its descent
into the stomach. 'Some mucus and blood
rose dnto the'inouth after vomiting, which
very generally followed the taking of food.
Under these circumstances, T was requested
to pass a bougie, inerder to ascertain the
state of the ‘esophagus ; but I declined this
cxamination, on account of the disorder
which existed in thé%tomach, The tongue
was greatly furred ¢ the parts in the epigas-
tric region very tender: the bowels ‘much
disordered ; the secretion of bile either very
unhealthy, or entirely wantmg, every symp-
tom, it short, which indicates an aggravated
form of disorder of fHe digestive organs
existed in a striking’ degree. The stomach
and bowels were bronght into a better state
by such medical attentions as I have already

so often descnbed and the esophagus par-
‘ took
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took of this amendment: for moderately
sized morsels of food could now*be swallowed
without the necessity of washing them dewn
by liquids. The general health also im-
proved, and she became fat, But the dis-
order of the ﬁigestive organs, which had
been of long continuance, was not com-
pletcly subdued ; she was still’ subject to
relapses, and in some-of these the difficulty
of deglutition again occurred %

The throat and mouth are the parts next
in order; but it is unpecessary to-relate addi-
tional cases under this head : some of the
instances already recorded will be sufficient
to confirm my sentin®nts on this subject,
and the propricty of the practice which I
have recommended. . '

&

That diseases of the nose may be caused
or.aggravated by irrifatien arising from the
stomach is a propositton, which will, I think,
be readily granted. Indeed it seems surpriz-.
ing that the operation of this cause has beeh

* This patient has now for more than four years been
freg from this digsorder. - ‘
' SO
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so little adverted t‘o in books of surgery; since
the phenoména which prove the fact are so
well known. Are the monstrous noses, caused
by excessive drinking of vinous and spirituous
liquors, to be otherwise accounted for, than
by irritation am.smg from the stomach ?
And da not worms in children eause a teazing
sensation in"the extremity of the nose? I
had seén, in private practice, several cases of
irritation and selling of the end of the nose,
in some instances acconmpanied with ‘small
ulcerations of the pituitary membrane.” ‘In
these cases, the skin over the nose, which was
tumid, became rough and discoloured : the
middle of the discoloured part became sounds
whilst the circumferenice refained its morbid
actions, the disease there spread-in a smyall
degree. In these cases the tongue was furred;;
and there were evident indications of disorder
in the stomach and bowels. Thediscase was.
checked, and cured, by attentiont to this dis-
order. I'was strongly simpressed with the
.opinion, that if these eases had been neglected,
they would have terminated in that herpetic
ulceration, which so often affects the end of
the nose. I have also seen several instances

‘ * ' of
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of that herpetic ulcgration in its confirmed
state more materially benefited, by medical
attention to correct the disorder of the diges-
tive organs than by any local application:
and I feel confident that it may be frequently
cured by, such éndeavours. |

I have observed, in all the cases 8,{;'1 that
noisome and intractable disease, ozzha, which
have come under my care. lately, “that the
stomach and bowels have been, dxsordercd
and more benefit has been obtained by endeaq
vouring to bring these organs into a healthy
state, than by all the local applicgtion, which
had- been previously tried. I.stated to a
medical fncmi my. opions respecting one
patient, who' came from the country, and
begged to know the effect of the treatment
which I had proposed» Heinformed me, after
some months, that lic had not been able to
sugceed in correcting evxsceraldxsorcler and
after relating the meajis, which had been used,
he adds, « The patiesjt was now attacked with
a bilious disorder, tozwhich she had formerly
been subject, and for which I gave her six
grains of calomel in a bolus, which soon

, : , relieved
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relieved her.. During this attack the nose
seemed well y there was no fetor in the dis-
charge, and she recovered her sense of smell-
ing.” However the disecase returned after-
wards as before.

I have known several instances of persons
who have for a long time been subject to
polypi of the nose, in which the polypi ceased
to grow after some attention had been paid
to correct a dxsbrder of the digestive organs.

* In farther confirmation of the opinion,
that diseases of the nose depend much upon
the state of the stomach, I shall mention the
case of a woman, who had a disease of the
nose which I expected would, at least, prove
very tedious and very ti'oublesome, but which
got well speedily under simple dressings, in
consequence, as appeared, from the effect of
internal medicines.

CASE XXV.
. This patient was between thirty and forty
years of age; had a furred tongue, bowels
alternately costlve and lax, and the discharges

discoloured, An enlargement of the left ala
¢« nasi,
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nasi, caused by a great thlckcnmg of the parts
covering and lining the carnlage, had gradu-
ally taken place. The skin was discoloured,

and an ulcer, about the size of a sixpence, had
formed on the under surface of theala. The
sorc was deep, with a sloughing surface, and
uncven and spreading edges. - Spermaceti
cerate was employed as a dressing ; 4and the
external skin was frequently bathed with
Goulard’s wash. She was ordered to take
internally five grains of rhubarb an shour
before dinner, five grains of the'pil. hydrarg.
cvery second night, and the infusion of gentian
with senna occasiomally. = The sore ceased to
spread, the swelling gradually subsided, and
all diseased appearances were removed in the
course of a month. The patient also found
her health consxdcrably amended.

In most cases of deﬁf'ﬂess, there is probably
a state of 1 1rr1tat10n, aiid a tendency to inflam-
mation, thloughoﬁt e passages of the ear.
The external mcatii{r‘nay be unusually sen-
sible, the secrétions ‘being cither suppressed, -
or discharged in an urinatural quannty The
lining of the eustachidn trumpet ig thickened ;
and
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and hence it becomes partlally obstructed It
must be admltted that such a state of the
organ is hkely to be aggravated by a cause,
which maintains or produces irritation in the
nose. When dullness of hearing also depends
on a torpid state of the neryes, it may be
caused by the same circumstance, which is
knowr to affect the scnsibility of other
nerves. .

Indeed, I have remarked that the hearing
of many, persvns has considerably varied with
the state of their health in general ; so that I
felt no surprise from the occurrence related
in the following case.

A gentleman apphed to me on account of
some pseudosyphilitic symptoms, which I fold
him would gradually become well. T advised
him, at the same time, to be particularly
attentive to the state of the digestive organs,
which were generally dssdrdercd by the effects
of the poison. He took five grains of the pil.

"hydrarg. every seconid or -third night. The
disorders for which he had consulted me were
all removed in the - course of two months;

when
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when I received a letter from him, saymg,
that he thought it a duty he owed to me and
to the public to inform me, that the lenient
course of mercury, which I had recommended,

had cured him of a considerable degree of
habitual deafness.

It is well known that ophthalmy frequently
arises from constitutional causes; and in
such cases the digestive organs are generally
deranged. The health will beé most speedily
restored, and the local disease most effectually
diminished, by correcting the disordered state
of the abdominal viscera. There is no neces-
sity for enlarging upon this sdbject; yet it
may be useful to state what I have observed
respecting those ophthalmies, which take place
subsequently to gonorrhéea, and which have
generally been ascribed to a retropulsion of
that disorder, or to the accidental application
of the discharge to the surface of theeye. In
the worst of the cases,  which- I have seen
lately, there was confiiderable redness and irrie
1ability of the eye, lasting nearly a fortnight.
‘The digestive organs were deranged in all the
instances, to which I allude ; and I attribute

. VOL. I. P the
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the comparative well-doing of these patients
to the attention which was paid to their
correction. In othcr cases, which I had
formerly been witness to, where evacuations
by bleeding and purging, &c. were em-
ployed, the disorder was extremely obstinate ;
nay several patients lost their sight.

The cases of ophthalmy connected with
gonorrheea appear to be of two kinds. In
the worst case, and that which I'havehappened
to meet with' most rarely, there is, I think,
reason to suppose that some of the discharge
from the urethra has been accidentally.ap-
plied to the siirface of theeye. This circum-
stance may be inferred from the copious and
puriform discharge which takes place from
the conjunctiva, .which is continued for
about three weeks, and from the disease not
yielding to any remedies which usually. re-
lieve other ophthalmies. ‘The milder and,
to me, tore cammonly oceurring case,.seems
to be the result merely of irritability of
constitution. With:relation to this subject
I may mention, that I know.a patient who
has several times had discharge from the

S g urethra
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urethra and inflamed eyes alternating with
each other; and both apparently arising
from constitutional causes. I shall also add
the following striking instance of ophthalmy
connected with gonorrheea, in. which the
inflammation of the ejes can neither be sup-
posed to bé the effect of local contamination
nor of metastasis.

CASE XXVI.*

A gentleman, havirg a gonorchoza and
being in a remote part of Scotldnd, felt him-
self’ Bbligéd_to go® to the wést. of England
with the greatest expedition. He came to
Londén by. the mait coach, and during the
journey his eyes became greatly inflamed, and
he was much tortnented with dysury; he
was indeed so ill, “ﬁpon his arrival in town,
as to be unable to proceed on his journey.
His eyes were ég:c%éc&iﬁgly red and painful,
and the lids tumjd; He had frequent and
urgent desiré to vbid, his yrine. = The dis-
charge from the ”ﬁrékhra_ was very copiqus.
His toﬁgué-wié much furied ; his bowels had
a costive teﬁderic"y'{; the stools were blackish

' - . . and
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and oﬁ'enswe, his nulse frequent and nelther
full nor strong; his skin hot and rather dry.
He said, that formerly, having a gonorrheea,
he had been affected with ophthalmy in the
same manner. He was directed frequently
to bathe his eyes with lukewarm decoction of
poppies ; but the chief attention was paid to
the state of his stomach and bowels. He
took five grains of the pilul, hydrarg. every
night, and other medicines to procure a suf
ficient.alvine evicuation daily. On the third
day he had stvere rheumatic pains in his
shoulder. On the fourth, his knee became af-
fected with rheumatism, and so much swollen
that he was incapable of moving " about,
though his eyes were much better, so that
he was able to sit up and bear the window
shutters of his chamber to be left open, which
he could not before have permitted. On the
fifth day, though better, his cyes were still
much inflamed, his dysury troublesome, and
he was tinable to walk from the rheumatic
affection of his knee. The discharges from
the bowels had been regularly observed, and
they still continued of a very wrong colour,
till the evening of this day, when he had a
9 . _ stool
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stool properly tmctured with hcalthy bile.
He now felt a sudden and surprizing 4mend-
ment, which appeared equally so to others
on the following day; for I found him
walking about with very little lameness, his
eyes requiring no further attention than
wearing a green shade, and he had no dy-
sury. In two days he pursued his journey,
nor did he experience any relapse.

There is a chronic ophthalaty, which is, I
believe, generally considered to be venereal,
probably from the -difficulty of curing it,
and probably from mercury being frequently
beneficial to it.  As cases of this description
evince how much ophthalmies are likely to
depend upon constitutional causes, I shall
briefly relate the following- to identify the
kind of disease to which I allude.

CAS;E XXVIL

A gentleman had for more.than two years
been more or less subject to a chronic oph-
thalmy. When he was very bad, he had
twice used mercury for its curk, and with
temporary success, ‘The last mercurial course

P 3 was
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was a consxderable one, as the relapse of his
disorder was attributed to the insufficiency
of the former one. The ophthalmy, how-
ever, returned with as much, if not with
more severity than formerly. ‘The eye was
extremely rcd, very irntable, and his vision
very imperfect. I found the patient shut up
in a close and dark chamber, from which he
rarely ventured to stir, lest he should catch
cold.* His tongue was furred, and his biliary
secretion, faulty. -T directed small doses of
mercury every second night, mergly . as pro-
bilious medicines, and requested him to pay
attention that his bowels were kept clear
without beinig whav is calted parged. Iaho

urged him to go out into the air and’u
active exercise. By pursumg these meamm,
the ophthalmy was nearly well in'about three
weeks. He now either! caught ¢old or fan.
cied that he had done so; his general health
becamé disturbed, and his ophthalmy return.
ed, It got well, howevcr ds the disturbanve
" of his constitution worg oﬁ' and though he
had two or three times, during 4 year, some
trivial returns of ophthalmy, yet they were
always induced by general disorder, and rea-
i dxly
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dily got well by mecasures directed to correct
disorders of the alimentary canal.

That cutaneous diseases * are much con-
nected with the state of the stomach, is gene-
rally known. Hence various medicines have
been recommended to correct disorders of
that viscus, with the view of removing the
more evident, but consequent discase of the
skin. 'The'account, which I have given of
disorders of the digestive orgads, may lead to
a more rational and less cmpirical treatment,
and to the more just dppreciation ofithe value

® It may, perhaps, be zight to advert to the direct and
sudden sympathy which exists between the skin and the
stomach. In affections of the Iatter organ, the skin is dry
and cold, moist and cold} hot and dry,or moist and dry;
and it suddenly changes f&m the one to the other condi-
tion, as the state of the stamach varies. When the diges-
tive organs are disordered] the irritable state of the skinis
manifested by t4é effeets’dF blisters and other irritating ap-
plications. A blister » tormenting lodal disease,
and even a Burgundy pitfh plaster causes extensive ery-
thema. Indecd, when the constitution is irritable, all the
modes of counter-irritation, which surgeons employ under
other circumatances with success for the cure of local
diseases, are likely to do harm; and thus these curative
methods obtain ‘discredit in gonsequence of their ill-timed

employments *
. P4 and
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¢ §
and mode of action of remedies, which are
sanctioned by experience. It is almost super=
fluous to relate any case to authenticate so
well known a fact ; the following, however,
may be found interesting and instructive.

A patient in St, Bartholomew’s hospital
had an herpetic disease of the skin. This had
healed in the middle, and spread in the cir-
cumference to stich a degree, that it occupied
nearly the-whole length of the leg, and in-
cluded two thirds of its circumference. The
skin had recovered a mdderately sound state
in the centre. The disease was propagated
in the circumference by an ulceration, which
threw out a projecting and firm fungus of a
tawny colour, of about half an inch in
breadth. A small groove or channel sepa-
rated this fungus from the surrounding in-
flamed skin, which had not yet ulcerated. A
similar disease occupied the back part of the
arm; this was of an oval figure, and resem-
bled, in every circumstance, that which I
have already described upon the leg. These
diseases had existed for nearly two years, and
continued to spread in opposition to every

. mode
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mode of treatment. 'Merbury had been em
ployed, even to salivation, without any
marked alleviation of the local complalnt.
I immediately perceived that the digestive
organs were greatly deranged: upon cor-
recting this disorder; the skin surrounding
the disease became pale; and all disposition
to spread ceased. The fungus, ,however,
still projected, and did not heal; it was
therefore dressed with a weak Solution of kali
arsenicatum. This remedy seémed to sub-
vert the diseased actions, which had produced
the fungus; sothae, m less than two months,
the patient was discharged from'the hospital
perfectly well.

1 have seen similar Herpetic diseases, of
much less extent, sueceed to the absorption of
matter from sores upon the genitals. These
have got well when the panent has gone into
the country, and ap ?eared again wheh he has
returned. to town. - They have healed under
a course of mercury, and broken out again
when it was discontinued.

In this review of disorders, occurring in
parts
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parts having a con'tinui‘ty of surface with the
digestive organs, 1 have traced them from the
stofnach. Another set of diseases may ori-
ginate from the same source. The large in-
testines suffer more in advanced stages of
these disorders than the smaller ones; hence
disorders of the rectum, and partieularly
many irritable diseases about the orifice of
that bowel, are deducible from this cause.
I shadl not, however, prolong the account by
the relation'of cases; but content myself
with assuring the reader, that the opinion
has been derived from*ficts, and not from
pre-conceived notions of the operation of
such disorders.

I subjoin to this section a case, to shew
how irritation in the vagina and contiguous
parts may be connected with disorders of the
digestive organs. Cases of considerable dis-
charged from that canal frequently occur in
children, and which I bel'leve to depend chiefly
‘on constitutional causes ; disorder of the
digestive organs induces dysury, and from
the urinary organs the irritation may be
communicated to the vagina,

" Previous
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?

Previous to the his'tory of the .case, I shall
add a few observations as to fhe different
meaning of the words disorder and dise4se,
which I believe have been generally used
indifferently, being considered as synony-
mous. When I first publis'hed these obser-
vations, I then wished to have defined these
terms, and to employ them strictly gccording
to the meaning I should attach to them;
but I forbore doing it, thinkzhg it might be
construed into mere affectation’. Disorder,
I should define to be an unhealthy state of
the feelings or functrons of parts, without
any apparent alteration of stricture; and
disease, a visible alteration in the appearance
or structure of the affected part: disorder is
nervous ; disease is the effect of vascular
actions, excited by nervous disorder: an or-
gan may become diseased to a certain degree,
and yet disorder ceasing, its feclings and
functions may be t‘hturai and healthy, yet
disease must have % tendency to establish
disorder, - That disorder alone will destroy
life, is proved by numerous facts : our chief
attention should therefore be dirgeted to the
;ranqmlhzmg of the nervous system, with a

view
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view to prevent the occurrence of disorder,
which contihuing may lead to the production
of «disease. If, however, disease be already
established, the same attention rgust be con-
tinued, to prevent its increase, and to relieve
that nervous disorder which has produced it
and is-attendant upon it. Though the facts
proving, that disorder alone may be fatal to
the individual are not uncommon, yet I think
it may be right to relate one case, to shew
distinctly what kind of cases Iam alluding
‘to.

A female' child, five years of age, having
disorder of the digestive organs, had also
discharge from the vagina and dysury ; after-
wards several sores formed about the labia
pudendi, which were foul and fretful, and
did not heal under any of the applications
that were tried. The tediousness of the case
induced the parents and medical attendant to
wish for an additional opinion. Being con-
.sulted on the ‘case, I suggested some unim-
portant alteration in the local treatment, and
urged particular attention to diet, and to the
regulation of the functions of the bowels
and
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and biliary secretion, ,which was extremely
wrong. ‘The sores after a little txme became
materially better ; but the disorder of the
digestive organs rather increased, when, after
the child had for several days discharged
nothing from the bowels but a substance re-
sembling clay in consistence, and of a slate
colour, it died suddenly of nervous disorder.

The body was very attentively examined,
and though the alimentdry cdhal was *slit
open throughout the greater patt of.its ex-
tent, no morbid appearance could be dis-
covered ; the other*abdominal and, pelvic
viscera were alike sound in structure; the
gall bladder was greatly contracted, appearing
as if it had contained no bile for a consider-
able time ; not the shghtest morbid appear-
ance could be observed in the examination
of the brain, which was made with the
greatest attention,

SECs
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SECTION VII.

Iv this section' I shall mention what -infor-

mation I have obtained by dissection, rela-
tive to the causation of other diseases by those
of the digestive organs.  The reciprocal
sympathy whjch exists between the brain and
the digestive organs, is generally admitted ;
but the kind and the degree of the effects
arising from this sympathy, is not, perhaps,
in general, sufficiently understood. These
organs mutually increase each other’s dis-
order ; till the affection of the sensorium
leads to the greatest disturbance of the ner-
vous functions, and even those of the

o

mind.

All, this may happen without any visible
disease of the brain. Dr. Kirkland particu-
larly directed: the attention of medical men
¢o nervous apoplexy; and the observations
which have been made since his time, have
proved, that not only a general derangement

- - 10 ‘ ot
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of the functions of the neryous gystem pro-
ducing apoplexy, but also parnal effects of a
similar nature causing hcmlplegm and spara-
lysis, may take place, without any visible
change of structure in the brain. I have
met with numerous instances of this kind ;
but could not determine whether the affec-
tions were merely nervous, or whether they
were produced, or aggravated by disorder of
the digestive organs. I only know, that the
patients died affected by apdplexy, heémi-
plegia, or more local paralysis, ‘witliout any
derangement in the evident structure of the
brain. I may also mehtion, that I formerly
examined the brains of three persons who
died in a comatose state, in consequence of
the metastasis of theumatism. In these cases
no morbid appearance was observed in the
brain, except some slight marks of inflamma-
tion of the pia mater. It therefore appears
clearly to me, that disorder and a consider-
able diminution of’ t‘\e nervous functions
may take place;, vg;thout any organic affection
of the brain.- The perfect recovery of pa-,
tients, which sometimes happens, after such
disorders, may also be considered as additional

N .~ evidence
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evidence of, there havmg been, in such in-
stances, no organic disease of the brain.

There can be no doubt but that epilepsy
may in like manner take place without any
morbid alteration of the structure of the
brain or its membranes. Some of the per-
sons whose heads were examined, without
the discovery of any disease of those parts,
had been subject to attacks like those of epi-
lepsy. Dr. Henry Fraser has, of late, pub-
lished a decisive instance in proof of this
fact. A patient died of epilepsy, and his
brain was examined with particular attention
by Mr. Cooper, without any morbid altera-
tion of structure being discovered *. In ge=
neral, however, morbid appearances are evi-
dent in the brains of those persons who die of
epilepsy. Tubercles are most frequently
met with. There is, however, a disorder ot
structure which I wish briefly to mention,
as I do not find that it has been noticed.” In
two persons, who dle& of epilepsy, I found
the medullary substance of each hemisphere

*. See Fraser on Epilepsy, page 39,
\ ' altered
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altered from its natdral sfructure; it had
lost its natural firmness, and smoothness of
surface, and appeared like thick curdled
cream.

Now, if disorder of the digestive organs is
capable of causing or aggravating nervous
disorder, even to the production of those
cffects which have been mentloned, when
there is no alteration of strugsure ; it fpust
be granted that such a state of, irrifation of
the sensorium may lay the foundation of an
excitement of the vasqular structure of the
brain, and thus very frequently produce or-
ganic disease. When this has occurred, it
will aggravate and establish :he nervous
affection, and thus pethaps ender it insus-
ceptible of cure.

Such are the general observations which
I have made, by medns of anatomical en-
quiry, relative to thege subjects. With re-
spect more especially to the investigation of
my present object, I bave examined the bo~
dies of six patients, in whom disease most
certainly began in the abdominal viscera, and

VOL, I. Q was
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was continued in theh to the conclusion of
their lives.© Nevertheless the patients seemed
to-die rather of nervous disorder, than of dis-
ease of the parts first affected. One of the
patients died affected with apoplectic symp-
toms, and five with hemiplegia.

In all these cases the liver was greatly dis-
eased, and the bowels also exhibired diseased
appearances.-. In three of the cases there was
considerable inflammation of the membranes
of the brain ; and a good deal of water in the
ventricles, In two. of them no morbid
appearance of the brain was discovered. I
have also examined a child, who was sup-
posed to die of hydrocephalus, accompanied
by great disorder of the stomach and bowels.
In this case the boweis were inflamed, the
liver sound, and the brain perfectly healthy
in appearance ; yet there had been so great a
diminution of sensation and metion, as to
leave no doubt of the existence of hydroce-
phalus. I am aware, that great opportunities
of observation, accurate attention to the
history of diseases, and anatomical examina-
non of fatal cases, arc- requisite to enable us

to
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to form just notion$ relative to the present
subject. I thought, however, that it might
not be improper to state what had beerz the
result of my own enquiries by dissection, in
order to promote a more gencral attention to
the subject.
 When my attention was first directed to
the subject of sympathetic affections of other
organs, caused by disorder .of those.con-
cerned in digestion, my primary object was,
to endeavour to ascertain, by dissection, how'
far pulmonary diseases originated from such
a source. Ihave, in the course of my en-
quiries, had several opportunities of exa-
mining the bodies of patients who apparently
died of phthisis, comibirted with diseases of
the digestive organs. In these cases both the
history and dissection tended to prove, that
the chylopoietic viscera were the seat of the
greatest and most established disease, and
that the pulmonary #tfection was a secondary
disorder. ‘The liver was greatly diseased, and -
the lungs were also beset with tubercles ; yét
a considerable portion of those organs was
sound. But dissections can ‘never conclusively
' Q2 ascertain
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ascertain the truth of ‘the opinions which I
have stated 5 for the same disposition to dis-
ease existing in the constitution may equally
affect both the pulmonary and digestive or-
gans. Nay, observations made in dissection
in general, wouid tend to dispfove the opi-
nions alluded to; for diseases of the lungs
are very commonly met with in dead bodies,
while those &f the liver and bowels are much
less frequent.., Yet considerable disorder of
the digestive-organs does exist, and may con-
tinue for many years, without any organic
disease being apparent,: it is possible, there-
fore, that such disorder may excite disease of
the lungs, and thus produce a worse disease
in the latter organs, than what existed in the
former. In short, ¢he opinions, which 1 have
delivered, cannot be either ascertained or re-
futed by anatomical researches alone.

Acacurate attention to the state of the diges-
tive organs may, detesmine this- important_
subject, and lead to' the prevention and cure
of the sympathetic diseases which 1 have men-
tioned. The attention alluded te.is not of
that general | kmc! which adverts anly to the

«  quantity
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quantity of the ingesza, and the periodical ex-
pulsion of the egesta, but one thas more
strictly observes whether the viscera are ‘free
from irritation, and whether their secretions
are healthy or otherwise. My opportunities of
acquiring practical information on this sub-
ject must necessarily have been very limited ;
yet I have seen many cases which, to me, ap-
peared to prove, that pulmonary irritation
sometimes proceeds from disdider of the di-
gestive organs.” In cases of surgical,diseases,
accompanied by disorder of the digestive or-
gans, Ihave also occasionally observed a cough
attended with expectoration to ‘cease, upon
the correction of the disorder of those organs,

A case, which hapf)enéd about five years
ago, strongly impressed these opinions on
my mind. A servant of mine told me, that
his wife was dying of a consumption, which
had been rapidly increasing for six months,
and had baffled all® attempts, to relieve it.
Thinking that I could procure her some me--
dical assistance from'the hospital, I went to
see her. The case, however, seemed past hope.
She was extremely emaciated ; her pulse beat

Q3 140
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140 in 2 minute; her face was flushed ; she

had a most distressing cough; and spit up
mor’ than a pint of mucus, mixed with pus
and streaked with blood, in twenty-four

hours. The circumstance, hoyever, which
most disturbed her was a continual purging

of black and offensive matter. She told me

that her bowgls were first disordered ; that an

unhealthy state of those organs had preceded

the pulmonary affection, and was indeed ha-

_bitual. .'I thought it unnecessary to trouble
my medical friends in so hopeléss a case ; and

ordered some pills, containing one grain of

opium, to be taken in such quantity as was

necessary to stop the purging. As she in-

formed me that the disorder began in the
bowels, I added to each pill half a graxn of

calomel. By thesc means the purging was

so much checked, that she did not find it

necessary to take more than two pills in
twenty-four hours ; and when she had tdken
twelve, the mercury, very unexpectedly, af-
fected the mouth.” From that period, the

stools became of a natural colour and con-

sistence; the cough and expectoration ceased ;

and she was, soon sufficiently recovered to go

into
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into the country ; from whence.she rcturned
apparently in good health.

Now if it were to be ascertained, that iaul-
monary irritation, which might of course pro-
duce pulmomary disease, sometimes arises from
disorder of the digestive organs*; it would be
right to enquire further, whether it produces
such effects, by the nervous disorder it occa-
sions, and by its operation on the health in
general ; or by means of a more immediate
sympathy existing between the pulmonary,

and digestive organs, 1 do not mean to in-
sinuate, by what has been said, that pulmo-

* In the second part of my surgical and physiological
essays, in which I related cxpesiments made with a view
to ascertain the functions of the skin, T mentinned that as
it was manifest the skin and lungs were both engaged in
the function of throwing forth carbonic acid gas, it fol-
lowed, that when from vicissitudes <f the atmosphere or
weakness of the sanguiferqus organs, the circulation and
secretion of thc skin wer¢ much -diminished, the lungs
would be liable to plethora:and have to perform more than
their ordinary duty, whick cifcumstances were likely to .
induce mxtatuqn, and pcrh?ps consequent disease of thase
orgafis. Those experiinents, as they are not of practical

imyortance, 1 shzil not reprint. .

et nary
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nary diseases do not arise originally and idio-
pathetically; but onlyto suggest that they may
arise. sympathetically, or in consequence of
disorder of the digestive organs. The pro-
portionate number of cases, in which they
originate in this manner, can only be deter-
mined by very extensive experience. That
the stomach and bowels are disordered, dur-
ing the progréss of phthisis, will, I conclude,
be readily admitted; and that an attention
to correct. such disorder is requisite, must be
acknowledged, from what has been said rela-
tive to the influence of.sych treatment upon
various local diseases,

The actions of the heart secem to me also
to become disordered ‘from sympathy with
the stomach. That palpitations, and feeble
or intermitting actions of that organ arise
from this cause, is proved by their ceasing,
when ¢he state of the stomach becomes
changed. ‘The palpitations which take place
after eating, in cases where the heart is irri-
table, further evince the sympathy whxch
exists between these organs. Surgeons are
occasionally consulted on casey of pdpltatlons

of
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of the heart, which the patients mistake for
aneurisms ; and I have seen many instances,
where the great degree of palpitation Jled to a
belief, that some organic affection existed.
This has ceased on an amendment of the ge-
neral health, apparently arising from an ame-
lioration of the state of the digestive, organs,
and the patients have .continued in perfect
health. I have not collected’ any accurate
narratives of the cases that I have seen; none
at least which I could propesly present to
the public as a proof of the fact. * There is
nothing, however, of which I am more per-
fectly convinced ; for I have.felt it to be
true in my own persen.  After considerable
and unusual fatigue, I was seized with pain,
and a sensation of coldness in the region of
the stomach. I had no appetite, and the
biliary secretion was suppressed. Whilst this
disorder continued, which was for many
weeks, my pulse intermitted very frequently,
and I was distressed  with hypochondriacal
sensations. Upon an-alteration in the state
of the Higestive organs, and a renewal of the
biliary secretions, which happened very sud-
denly after taking five grains of the pil.

. hydrarg.
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hydrarg. my pulse ‘becande perfectly regular,
and my mind {ranquil,

The observations which I have made in
surgical cases, lead me also to attribute many
hzmorrhages, and particularly those from
the nose, to a sympathetic affection of the
heart and arteries, excited by disorder of the
digcstive olgans.

If such a state of the system in general, as

L have described, and which is manifested by
circumstances denoting the digestive organs
to be in an unhealthy state, and the ncrvous
system to be likewise disordered, may, in
some instances, cause various local diseases
of parts not essential ¢ life, the care of
which custom has consigned to the surgeon ;
and may, in other instances, producc dis-
orders of organs essential to our existence,
the carg of which is allotted to the phy~
sician ; the subject must be ailowed to be of
the highest importance. Of late, indeed, I
have been inclined to consider these éircum-
stances as the cauyse of the complicated
diseases whxth are met with in man, so
' « much
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much more frequently than in‘animals. In
man the brain is more sensitiye, and liable
to be disordered by mental affections.,, In
man the digestive organs are liable to be dis-
ordered by stimulating and unnatural diet.
Sedentary habits and impuare air co-operate
to aggravate these disorders. The gffections
of the brain and digestive organs mutually
increase each other; and thus*a sfate of con-
stitution arises, which is productive of the
most general and complex diseases, But even
these do not seem to meto be the most cala-
mitous terminations of such causes, The
disorder of the sensorium, excited’and aggra-~
vated by the means which have been de-
scribed, frequently affects the mind. The
operations of the intellect become enfeebled,
perplexed and perverted ; the temper and
disposition irritable, unbenevolent, and de-
sponding ; the moral character and conduct
appears even liable to be affected, by these
circumstances. The individual in this case is
not the only sufferer, - but the evil extends to
his connections and to society. The subect,
thercfore, appears to me of such importancc,
that no apology need be oﬁ'crea for this im-

. perfect
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perfect attempt td plact it under general
contemplation¥.

I have endeavoured to shew in the intro-
ductory observations, that a state of nervous
disorder and a disorder of the digestive
organs, may reciprocally produce each other ;
and that when both occur, they become
mutually ihcreased, and thus derange the
constitution in general, $o as to prove the
exciting or predxsponent ‘causes of numerous
dissimilar *and important local affections.
I shall, in conclusion, for the reasons men-
tioned in ‘the preface, offer the opinions
which the consideration of the foregoing and
similar cases have impressed on my mind.
When I find in diseases that the functions

* The ancients, who formed their judgment of the
nature of disorders by observing the excretions, denomi-
nated an irritable and desponding state of mind, Hypo-
chondriasis® and when a more fixed and irrational de-
jection took place, they deemed # an atrabiliary disorder,
and called it Melanckolia. There can be no doubt of the
cérrgctness of their observations ; for if the disorder began
in the nervous system, it would generally produce and
become aggravated by that disorder of the- digestive
organs, from whxch they denomm:tcd it.

' ¢ Of
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of the digestive organs' are .impaired and
disturbed, I consider this disorder, as the
cause or effect of a more general derangément
of the system at large. When it seems to
be the cause, and when it can be speedily
corrected and removed, then the relief and
cure of those local diseases which may have
taken place, is in many instances so sudden
and surprizing, that I think it impossible to
consider the disorder of the general health
and the local disease, in any other relation
but that of cause and eftect. ‘

The cure of local diseases by means that
cannot be supposed to act otherwise than by
correcting errors in the functions of the
digestive organs, ificline me, to differ in
opinion from those:who consider the local
discases alluded to, &s the effect of impurity
of the fluids, and tb coincide with others,
who consider them %s -the result of general
irritation, ﬁwequentl'y induced by that of the
abdommal viscera,

When 1 see the same local dxseases removed
by the same means; though more slowly,

¢ I1do
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1donot wonder af the tardiness of the cure 5
and perceiving that the amendment of the
local disease is proportionate to that of the
health in general, 1 feel warranted in forming
the same opinion as to the, mode in which
the cure is effected. When I see local dis-
eases di"appearing and re-appmring as the
constitution in general is tranquil or dis-
turbed, I feel confirmed in my -opinion con-
cerning their origin,

* If the actions of any part of the body be
excited and increased by agcidental causes, it
may reasonably be inferred, that in a state of
health they will be simple and common,
unless the stimulant be-of a peculiar nature ;
but if the actions bt specific and diseased,
we may naturally conclude that the cause
of their becoming so is constitutional. The
occurrence of similar local diseases in different
parts of the body, furnishes an additional
proof that the cause of such diseases is con-
stitutional. .

It must indeed be very difficult tu ascer-
tain the causes of the peculiarities of local
4 * diseases ;
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diseases ; but when I see 'such’ a variety of
.them cured, sometimes suddenly, by means
which tend only to tranquillize and sinvi-
gorate the constitution, I become confirmed
in the opinion that a similar state of health
may lead to the production‘of dissimilar local
diseases.

I have further observed with' respect to
this subject, that persons who have been out
of health, but with no other distinguishable
errors in their constitutions than such s
I have described, I mean nervous weakness
and irritation, with a marked disorder in the
functions of the digestive organs, have been
liable to a succession of dissimilar local dis-
eases. In such instanccs, I ha}ve seen in suc=-
cession enlargements of absorbent glands,
boils, rheumatic affections of joints, and
dysury : yet all local diseases have ccased as
tae health becamie  re-established, by atten-
tion to correct the disordered functions of
the digestive organs.* I have seen also in
the same paticnt enlargements of absorbtnt
glands, rheumatic disease of a joint, and
an eruptive disease of the skin, which have

. ' all
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all equally got well as the general health im-
proved, by similar medical attention. Nay,
the continuance of local diseases in some in-
stances, after the disorder of the constitution
has been relieved or cured, does not in my
opinion invalidate the foregoing conjectures
respecting their origin. Local diseases, how-
ever induced, may have become established
by habit, ‘or ‘continued from that state of
disorder into which they have reduced the
part that they have attacked. A local dis-
vase, however excited, may, as we know
from expei*iéncé, be of such a nature as that
its actions never cease, and as we have not
succeeded in curing. I allude to cancer,
which occurs, in conclusion, in such con-
stitutions as I have endeavoured to describe,

~ Tthas been said, that I have been hasty in
‘drawing these conclusions. * Yet, as may be
seen in.my first publication, T mentioned, in
speaking of disorder of «the digestive organs
as exciting or aggravating nervous irritation,
and thereby causing local diseases, it followed
that the nervous irritation might exist, and
produce diséase, without this usually exciting
. cause,
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chuse. I then, too, ;brbug.ht forwards in-
stances of local diseases produced by local
causes, in order to establish our’ opinipns of
the independent nature of local diseases.® I
further remarked, that constitutions disposed
to local diseased actions, might maturally be
supposed to be liable at the same time to a
manifest disorder of the nervous system and
of the digestive organs ; and from thence, as
T observed, might have arisen that connexiori
between local discase and general disorder,
which I have so continually remstked. I
likewise added, that though the cases related
naturally suggestedan’ opinion, that there is
some constitutional causeé for the production
of local diseases, they appeared to me insuf-
ficient to prove it, After having, however,
drawn the opinions which I offered from a
very considerable number of cases, and
having been soficitous to state both sides of
the question as fairly as I was able, that
the reader might ju 'ge of it for’ hxmself
I trust no imputatiort ‘of haste can propetly
be attached to my conduct In my own’
opinions I place very -little conﬁdencc 3 yet
" YOL.L R . it
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it is impossible to avoil forming them, and
I think it proper to relate them, for the
reasons which have been stated in the
pretace.

That such opinions as have been delivered
in the four paragraphs preceding the last,
are deduced from a partial, though most
commonly presenting view of the subject,
I now readily repeat; because I have seen
instances of local diseases, in which I could
not ‘trace any disturbance of the nervous
“system, or of the digestive organs, apparently
adequate to their productton. With respect
to some of ‘the striking cases which I have
related, wherein the suddenness of the cure
made it, I think, evident. that the local
disease was the effeat of nervous disorder,
induced by that of the digestive organs; it
may be further enquired, how is it possible,
that a similar cause should produce such
varioud effects? Is it because a state of
weakness and irritatioh baving occurred,
those local diseases ensue, to which there
is a predisposition in the constitution ? And

- 8 - ' are
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‘are we to consider the gengral disorder of the
system, as the exciting or prod:sponent cause
of the local disease ?

Granting it were ascertained, that local
diseases generally arise from disturbance of
the constxtutlo{x at large, and conscquently,
(as it has been my chief object to state,)
may be most readily and effectyally cured by
measures which tranquillize or invigorate
the constitution, still it would be vely im-
probable, and contrary to commdn obser-
vations, to suppose that local diseases. mlght
not arise. without any. material constxtutxonal
disturbance. .

‘ Though Iam stropgly 1mpressed thh thc
opinion, that the priimary causes, of. local
diseases are, in_genéral, such as I have re-
presented, yet I'think it probable, that therc
may be adjunct cxrcumstances at present
but little understocd which. by thelr co-
operation lead  to %hc peculiarity of such
diseases. In our present state of knowkdge,
therefore, 1. think it better to consider the
djsturbance of the system m .general as
R2' ; merely
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merely the ekciti‘ng caule of local disedsés.
With this view of thé subject, the cases
recorded shew how suddenily local diseases are
frequently cured, when the exciting cause is
removed ; how generally they decline in pro-
portion as the excifing cause is diminished :
and thys they iridicate how they may be
prevented by a timely attention to mitigate
and remove tHat cause.

It may not bc improper further to state
the opmnbns which I have formied respecting
the origin of diseases of particulat orgdns,
and which' midy be corisidered 4s local diseaes,
though they are not generally alluded to
when that term is employed. If we may be
able to trace the originé of diseases of the
absorbent and salivary glands, of the breast
and testes, to constitutional causes, why tiay
we not reaééiiably expect that sinfitar cir-
cumstinces imay produde “diséasés of the
lurigs, liver, arid kidriey " It seefiis ‘to mé:
improbable thit so complex # striictiire ds
the huiman body, should be ‘so eorieetty
foimied, 4s that evéry part ‘shiculd possess its
aue Rroporhoﬁ of - vc%scTs and neives, ‘en~

‘9 . dowed
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dowed with an exact degree of natural and
relative strength; or in other words,,that
there should be no such thing as cqmpar‘ativ,c
weakness or irritability of the different organs
of the body, such as should predispose them

to disease. .

We may therefore account ratiohally, and
in conformity to acknowlcdged facts, for the
productlon of diseases in vitl o;gans, by
supposing, thata state of general'weakness
and irritability being, induced, the naturally
weak parts suffer in the greatest, dégree, and
in consequence they most readily become
the subjects of disease. But when diseases of
vital or other organs oecur, itis probable that
another cause contributes to their produc-
tion ; that is, the sympathy which each organ
has with the disorders of another. . If, then,
the organ thus sympathetically affected, be na-
turally disposed to.djsease, its structure may
be irremediably spoiled in eonsequence of .
vascular actions, excited through the medium
of nervous irritation. If this opinion be
correct, it is highly important,’as the me-
dical indication in this case is to remove

- R 3 the
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the exciting cause, and our attention becomes
diretted to an organ in which perhaps there
is but little manifestation of disorder, or if
there be, which is likely to be overlooked
when the attention is so forcibly attracted to
an apparently far greater evil *.

¥ Secthe case beginning at page 229,

On'
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On ANEURISMS,

THE exposure of a portior of an artery, and

tying it in order to stop the cument of
blood into an aneurismal sac, as proposed by
Mr. Hunter, may be said to have been a new
operation, at least in modernwsurgery., ltis
not therefore surprizing that esrors were at
first committed in the mode of performing it:
The hemorrhages which took place after the
operation in the first cases in which it was
performed, arose from the ulceration of the
artery that had been tied. The vessel in these
cases was laid bare *and detached in some
degree from its surrounding connexions, and
the middle of the detached portion was tied
by a single ligature. . An a:tery thus circum-
stanced must nceessarily inflame; which it
would do in diffesént modes and degrees,
aceordingly as the state of the constitution,
or of the part was more or lgss healthy ; #nd
this inflammation produced the ulceration of
the vessel. )

R4 The
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The occurrence of hemorrhage led some
surgeops to ddopt a practice which cannot
but! be considered as injurious. They
applied a second ligature above the other,
leaving it loose, but ready to be drawn tight
if the first should not answer. * The second
ligature, however, must not only keep a
certain portion of the artery detached from
the surrounding parts, but must also give
additional irrifation to the inflamed vessel ;
and on both these accounts it is more likely
to make the inflammation end in suppuration
or ulceraiion.

The mode of performing the operation
for the aneurism, which Mr. Hunter’s judg-
ment and experience taught him to adopt,
was to expose and disturb the artery as little
as possible, and after having tied it to bring
the surrounding parts into contact with it
again. * Though an experienced and skilful
operator may accomplish this object with
very little disturbance of the artery from its
natural situation and connexions ; yet I can-
not but suspect that surgeons in general may
not be so successful, especially in cases where,

" from
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from the deep situation of the vessel, the sur-
rounding it with a ligature depends more on
feeling than on sight *.  Also, though when
the artery is sound and the constitution
healthy, ulceration may not ensue, even
though the artery is in some degree separated
from its surrounding connexions, ‘and tied
by a single digature; yet it is_sugely proper
to guard against those circumstances which
tend to produce its ulceration. As large
arteries do not ulcerate when'they are tied
upon the surface of a stump after amputation,
it occurred to me that it would be right to
tie them, in cases of aneurism, as nearly as
pessible in the same manner and under the
same circumstances. The large vessels on
the surface of the stump continue to possess
all their natural surrounding connexions,

* It can neither be considered as a compliment to Mr,
Hoime, nor an affront to any other surgeon, to suppose that
no onc can perform the dperation for an anelirism after
Mr. Hunter’s method bbtter than he does. Yet in a
series of cases published in®the Setond Volume of thg
Transactions of a Society for the Promotion of Medical
and Chirurgical Knowledge, hemorrhage from ulcera-
tion of the artery appears to have been a frequent occur
rence.

whilst
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whilst they are left in a lax state, in conse~
4 . e e
quence of their division.

To accomplish this object in cases of
aneurism, I propose that the operation
should be performed in the following
manner’: — The operator -#hould divide
the immediate coverings of the artery,
till he has falrlz exposed its surface. When
he caril touch the bare vessel, he will not, I
believe, find anty difficulty in separating from
it, by means of his finger and thumb, or the
blunt edge.of an aneurismil needle, the cel-
lular substance that connects it to the con-
tiguous parts. This part of the operation
is not painful and should be performed
slowly. Thefirm sides of the vessel enables
the surgeon clearly to distinguish its surface,
and by keeping the finger in exact contact
with it, a passage may be made complete]y
round thc artery. Care should be taken not
to elevate the artery more than can be possibly
avpided, because the artery would be stretched
in its longitudinal direction by so doing ;- and
care should also be taken not to injure the
contiguous veins or merves. When the

operator



' ON AMEURISMS. | 258

operator has thus gently insinuated his finger
between the vessel and its surrounding con-
nexions, so that an inch of its surface is évery
where exposed, two ligatures may be put
under it, one of which is to be carried up-
wards, and the other downwards, as far as
the arteryis cﬂ‘ﬁched, and then tied as firmly
as possible. The artery should then be
divided by a probe-pointed bistoury in the
interspace between the two ligaturcs, but
nearer to the lower ligature than to the
upper one. .

In my opinion, large arteries should always
be tied with moderately thick ligatures, be-
cause we may then draw the noose as tightly
as possible, withoutsapprehension of cutting
or tearing the coats of the vessel, or of
breaking the ligaturé, The latter occurrence
would in many cases prove a very embar-
_rassing circamstance, and it might be very
injurious on accoupt of the jerk communi-
cated to'the artery tb a considerable distance.
Also, when'an artéry is tied with a thick
ligature, the compression made by it is not
so great as to produce a speedy mortification
and separation of the end of the vessel, so

that
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that the ligature remains, in general, a fort-
night before’ it is detached, and therefore,
time is allowed for the consolidation of the

sides of the vessel prior to its separation *.
When

* Doctor Jones, whose numerons, gfad accurate experi-
ments have threwn much light upon¥%8 natural means by
which hxmorrhages are suppressed, thinks that the liga-
tures should be round and firm ; because such cords are
most likely to cut the internal coats of the artery. I am
solicitous that they shouid be strong and moderately large ;
because as far as I'have remarked, large ligatures xcmaip
longest on the arteries before they are detached ; and in
cx.xmmmg the stumps of patients who have died after
amputation, T have frequently seen the sides of the artery
unclosed, even though the ligatures have fallen off from
them.

Though ligatures when applied to the principal arteries
of amputated limbs are scurcely ever known to slip or be-
come projected from their situation, yet it has been ap-
prehended that such an occurrence might take place in
cases of aneurism, from the greater determination of
blood into the arteries of the limb in such cases. To
obviate spch™ an effect, Mr. Henry Cline suggested the
following method of securing the ligature in its situation.
His suggestion was adoPted by Mr. Cooper, who thus
describes the operation in which it was instituted :

« An incision being made on the middle of the inner
part of the thigh, and the femoral artery exposed, the
artery was separated from the vein and nerve and all the
surrounding parts, to the extent of an inch, and an eyed

probe armed with a d%xble ligature, (each cord of which
‘ was
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When an artery is tiths tied, in cases of an-
eurism it possesses its matural surrounding
connexions and support, and is left lcose, in
consequence of its division. It appears, *in-
deed, in most respects similarly circumstanced
to an artery tied upon the surface of a stump,
and as I never knew hemorrhage from ulcera-
tion of the vdlllel take place after the opera-
tion for aneurism, when it was accentplished
in this manner, Icannot but continue to
practice and recommend this methdd of
securing the artery. ‘That the opesation for,
the aneurism will succeed when only a single
ligature is employedl has been prowved by ex-
perience ; but as hzmorrhages, indépendent
of ulceration of the artery, so frequently arise
from an inflammatory agtion of the vessels,

3

was armed with a needley) was conveyed under the
actery and the probe cut away. The ligature nearest
the groin was first ticd ; the other was separated an inch
from the first and tied also 5 then the necdles were passed
through the coats of thé arfery, close to each ligature, and
between them; the thréadithey carried was tied into the
knot of the ligatures whick had béen already secured
dround the vessel: and thus a barrier was formed in ¢he
artery, beyond which the ligature could not pass.” See
the first number of the Eighth Volume, of the Medical
and Physical Journal.

every
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every thing tending td produce a tranq;:il
state of the wounded parts cannot but deserve
to be put in practice, and the relaxation of
the:artery by its division must, I think,
contribute to this effect.

"The cases of aneurisms which I am about
to recite, are not, however, x@mded to illus-
trate any mode of conducting the operation,
but merely to shew-the powers which nature
posserses of carrying on the circulation, and
mamtammg the limb in its pristine state of
vigour and strength, even though so large an
artery as the external «iliac may have. bccn
tied, and théreby rendered impervious. -

CASE L.

Feb. 1796.— James Lmdsey, aged thu'ty-
four, about a year ago perceived a swelling
beneath the calf of his ﬁght Ieg'; and soon
afterwards, ‘whilst walking,"he'saddenly. felt
he said;’ ¢ as if he had been:struck on the patt
“ by a cannon ball,™ thd pain: beiry so great
that he could not move fo; sevéral minutes,
The pain, however, gradually. abated; but the
swelling of the leg had continued to increase

. “since
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vsince that time. The’ whole calf was’ now
lifted up by a quantity of blood effused be-
neath it. The muscles appeared thin, and
were so extremely tense as to occasion great
pain, accompanied with considerable erysipe-
las of the whole leg ; so thata speedy ulcera-
tion and sloughing, or sudden rapture of the
distended parg, was hourly to be dreaded.

Under these circumstances, tying, the artery
above the aneurism, was the only means of
relxevmg the patient from hiz present suffer-
ing, and of preserving himfrom sudden
death, = But what was parncularly discou-
raging, ‘both to the patient and surgeon, was
the discovery of another aneurish, situated in
the femoral artery of the opposite limb. No
preternatural pulsatlon, however, could be felt
in any other part of his body.—The operation
was performed by Sir Charles Blicke in the
following manner :—~An incision about three
inches in length waf made through the inte-
guments of the rmddle of the thrgh *s0 as to
expose the inner edge of the sartorius muscle
and the fascia covenng the artery, whnch
was divided to the extent of somewhat more
than aninch. The artery was separated fromits
con-
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connections for ong inch bf its length. Two
ligatures were put under it, and firmly tied,
and the artery was divided in the interval
betwéen them. The lips of the wound were
then brought together by slips of sticking-
plaster. This patient’s limb was for some
time much colder than the other, and nearly
three days elapsed before it had regained its
natural degree.of warmth ; but the tension,
pain, and erysipelatous inflammation quickly
subsidéd. The'divided integuments united
above and. below the ligatures, but not be-
tween them; and there was also a large
discharge from the wound: which circum-
stance was probably owing to the state of
the patient’s constitution, which was much
reduced in point of strength. ‘This man,
however, did-not complain of the least
throbbing, tension, or pain in the wounded
part; and this- entire exemption from the
sufferings of other patients, I could nqt
but attribute to the division of the artery,
The upper ligatpre came ‘away on the tenth,
and the lower on the fifteenth. day; after
which the wound lealed gradually, though
very slowly. .
- About
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About five weeks after this dperation, the
aneurism in the opposite thigh was almost
ready to burst; the tumour having acqwrui
a pyramidal form, and the skin covering the
apex having yielded so much as to form a
kind of process from the tumour. Indeed the
integuments at this part were sb thin, that
we every hour expected them to give way.
The aneurism was situated 6 high, as to
make it probable that the djsease extended
above the place where the arteria })Ipful’lda is
sent off. The patient had hitherto refused
to submit to the operation ; but on reflecting
that if the tumour should burst.in'the night,
he must perish unless the bleeding vessel could
be immediately secured, he consented to let
me tie the artery in the glom whilst we had
day-light and proper ".ssistance. The tu~
mour ay; voiched so near to the groin, as to
prevent us from compressing the artery
against the bone; for, in attempting this,
the compress occupued the place where the
incision ought to be made, and our endea-,
vours to make a compression still higher were
ineffectual ; they weakened, but did not in-
terrupt - the pulsation of the timour. As

OL.I. » s the
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the artery was so imp‘erfectly compressed,
hamorrhage took place during the operation,
which, -though not dangerous to the patient,
proved extremely embarrassing to the sur-
geon ; for in attempting to lay bare the fascia
of the thigh, I divided, by the very first in-
cision, so many small arteries supplying the
inguinal glands, and also so many veins, that
the blood which was poured forth, completely
filled the space made by the incision, and
overflowed the sides of the wound. The
applicaticn of ‘the sponge, the usual resource
on these occasions, was of no avail; for the
wound was instantly filled again, so that the
whole operation was to be done upon parts
covered with blood, where the only guide in
its performance was. the feeling.. I did indeed
see some exposed inguinal glands, and found
that I had divided two of them in trying to
get at the fascia of the thigh, As soon as I
could djstinctly feel this part; I made a smdll
opening through it, apd introducing my
finger, Idivided it upwards as far as' Poupart’s
ligament; a‘nd. downwards as low as the aneu-
rismal sac. would allow me. The pulsation
of the artery now served as my guide, Laying

' : aside,
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‘aside, therefore, all‘ surgical instruments, I
made way with my finger in a perpendicular
direction, till I could touch its coats, and
then, with my finger and thumb, separated it
from its connections, so as to be able to grasp
it-alone between them. I then passed two
ligatures under it by means of an eyed probe,
and drawing one of them upwards, and the
other downwards, as far as the space would
permit, I-tied them firmly, The upper
ligature was about half an inch from the os
pubis, and the lower one thé same distance
from the.arteria pmfunda which vessel I had
dxstmctly felt before I tied the hgatures.

There are, perhaps, few situations of aneu-
‘rism where the artery san be tied so sepa-
-rately-and distinctlyras here; the pulsation
directs ‘the surgeon to the precise situation
of the vessel ; and if he only. keeps sufficiently
¢lose toits sides wglgn he passes the, ligature
round, neéither the yein nor the nerve can be
included. I did not; divide the artery between
the two ligatures; ;t was suggested that it
were better not to-do s&';-and I knew that I
could obtain all the advantage.s of a relaxed
. $2 state
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state of the vessel, by ’merely bending the’
thigh upon the pelvis. The patient did not,
after the operation, suffer any kind of pain
from the wounded parts; which, I think,
shews, that the artery did not inflame much
in consequence of the ligature. The suppu-
ration was moderate, and every thing relative
to the wound went on as well as could be
expected. - The limb, and parucularly the
foot, was colder than thar of the opposite
side; but in about three days, it gradually
acquired its natural temperaturé ; and it all
along retained a.perfect state of, sensxbxhty,
which I censidered as a Pproof -that it was
sufficiently nourished. 'To prevent the heat
{rom being carried oft faster than it was ge-
nerated, the imb was ~vrapped in flannel ;
but I avoided the application of any artificial
warmth, lest its stimulus should prove inju-
rious, by exciting action when the powers
of life in the part might have been consides-
ably diminished. = |

The blood in. the ax}eurxsmal sac did not
appear 1o have coagulated before the opera-
tion ; for the: bulk of the tumour could be

greatly
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greatly lessened by pressure, whenever the
patient would allow the attempt to be made,
so that I conclude the limb had received a
considerable quantity of bluod through the
femoral artery, until that vessel was tied,
The tumour diminished ‘greatly after the
operation and the blood contained in it be-<
came coagulated. This reduction of the
swcfling, I think, was owing®to‘a consider-
ablepart of the blood passing enwards through
the femoral artery: and I regretzed afterwards,
that, at the time of the operation, I had not
endeavoured to press all the blood from the
aneurismal sac ; which experiment 'would have
shewn how far it was fluid or coagulated.

~ Every thing, with'respect both to the state
of the limb, and the patient’s general health,
went on well till the fifteenth day, when the
upper hgature separatcd and the blood
glshed in a full stréam from the open extre-
mity of the vessele: This fortunately hap-
pened during the attendance’of the surgeons
at the hospital, and the bleeding was stopped
by pressure until their arrival. ‘The stream
of blood which flowed upon any rcmmsxon or
’ .83 wrong
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wrong applicatiort of the pressure, was so
large, that we did not dare to remove the
patignt even from the bed on which ke lay.
Mr. Ramsden undertook, in this situation,
to prevent the further escape of blood from
the vessel, whilst I procecded to tie the artery
above Poupart’s ligament. Accordingly, I
first made an incision, about three inches in
lgngth, through the integuments of the abdo-
men, in the direction of the artery, and thus
laid bare the aponeurosis of the external
oblique muscle, which I next divided from
its connection with Poupart’s ligament, in
the direction-of the external wound, for the
extent of about two inches. ‘The margins
of the internal oblique and transversalis
muscles being thus €xposed, I introduced my
finger beneath them for the protection of the
peritonzum, and then divided them. Next,
with my hand, I pushed the peritonzum and
its’ contents upwards and inwards, and todk
hold of the external iliac artery with my finger
and thumb, so’that I was thus enabled to
coinmand the flow of bloed from the wound.
It now only remained that I should pass a
ligature round the artery, and tie it; but

- ' this
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this required caution, on account of the con-
tiguity of the vein to the artery. Icould not
see the vessels ; but I made a separitign be-
tween them with my fingers. Having, how-
ever, only a common needle with which to
pass the ligature, I several times withdrew
the point, from the apprehension of wound-
ing the vein*. After having tied the artery
about an inch and a half above Poupart’s
ligament, I divided that part, and thus laid
the new and the former wqund, intq .one,
I traced as well as I could with*my finger,
the continuation, of the artery, from the
place where the ligature was mow made, to
that where it was formerly applied. I
wished to have divided the artery, and to have

» » .

* It would be, I think, an useful addition to our sur-
gical instruments for such purposes, to have needles made
with handles of pure, and consequently, flexible siiver,
and with steel points that have edges just sharp enough
to pass through the cellular substance; but neither so
pointed nor so sharp, 2% to endanger the wolnding any
parts of consequence ¢hat may be contiguous to those
round which they are passed. When the points of these
instruments were once passed underneath the vesse], the
surgeon could bend their handles so as to accommodate
them to the space they have to turn.jn, and thus avoid
an inconvenience which, I helieve, most surgeons must
have experienced ; I mean, the great difficulty of turning
'a comnron ngedle in a deep and narrow wound.

$ 4 suffered
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suffered it to ‘retract behind the peritonzum:
but I found it,so attached to the surrounding
parts, a$ to render such division difficult, and
perhaps not advisable,

The lips of the wound were brought toge-
ther with sticking: plaster, and one suture
only was made, opposite to the natural situa~
tion of Poupart’s ligament. The peritonzum
was pressed back intd its place, and the pro-
tusion ‘of it restrained by bringing together
the mtegumcnts with straps of sticking-
plaster,

No perceptible alteration occurred in the
state of the limb after this second operation ;
but the patient’s health was  considerably
reduced, by his having suffered from the
complaint nearly twelve months, by having
undergone three operations, and. by the loss
of a copsiderable quantijty of blood. Nbo
adhesion took place bewween the divided
parts ; the edges‘of the wound were open and
sloughy ; the wound was painful, discharged
a great deal of pus, and was so extremely
tender, that'he could not bear it *to be

‘touched,
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touched. Still no greater mischief appeared
till the fifth day after the operation, when a
hemorrhage of arterial blood took place in
such quantity, that there was no doubt but
that it arose from the principal artery : though
the ligature with which it'was tied still re-
mained firm.  The patient’s heaithwas now
so impaired, and his weakness so great, that
an attempt at tying theartery 3till higher up,
would have appeared [likes torturing him
without any hopes of uliimatessuccess. ,The
wound was therefore cleansed and dressed’;
some compresses were applied upon it, and
bound down by the spica bandage. By this
treatment the hzemorrhage was stopped; and
the attendants were ordered to make a pressure
on the bandage if ary ftesh bleeding should
occur. The compresses were renewed for
three succeeding days ; and though occasion-
ally the wound bled,tyet it was not profusely,
ot in such quantity s to, destroy the patient :
his strength, however, gradually declined ; a
troublesome cough occasionéd extreme pain
in the wound, and in the course of the eighth
day after the last operation, he died.

Dis-
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. Dissection.

No marks of disease were discoverable in
the aorta, or in the internal iliac artery, The
external iliac was covered by a great number
of lymphatic glands, which prevented it from
being readily distinguished ; yet, when sepa-
rated from these, it did not appear diseased.
For near ly two inches above the part which
was tied, the lymphatic glands covering the
artery were considerably enlarged, having no
doubt become additionally swollen from the
irritation excited by the ligature. The exter-
nal surface 6f one of them next the wound,
had ulcerated ; 'and the ulceration penetrated
through the gland, and comnmfnicated with
the arter Yy, as was afterwards made evident
by slitting open that vessel. It was through
this apertuie that the bloed had escaped for
the' ligature still remaihed firm upon that
part of the artery which, it had inclosed.
From “this ligature to the place where the
vessel had. formerly been tied, the artery was
so closely cofinected. with the surrounding
substance, that chssectlon was required to
separate them.. The pavts of the artery from

which
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which the former ligatuTes had separated,
were about half an inch asunder, and the
canal of the vessel appeared perfect]v.omn.—
The whole of the vessels from the bifurcation
of the aorta, to the aperture in the tendon of
the triceps muscle, were riow removed, and
carefully dissected ; and after being stuffed,
and hardened by spirits, they were cut open
to shew the state of them mfemally A
coagulum of blood, about two inches long,
was found above the part where the. last
Jligature- was made. At what time this
coagulum had besn formed, is perhaps diffi-
cult to ascertain; it did not’secm to have
taken place after death, for above it the artery
contained no blood ; and if it had occurved
immediately after the operation, it is probable
that it would have pfevented the hamorrhage.
I have already remérked, that the man did
not bleed for somje time previous to his
death ; in which int'e;l*val,wperhaps, this"coagu-
lum had been foratgd.—The ulcerated open-
ing from. the . artery through the discased
gland, admitted the'passage of a moderate-
sized bougie. The ; ligature, which still
firmly inclosed the artery, had brought its

sides
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sides in contact, so as to render it probable
that they would have united. All the other
partg of the femoral artery were quite open,
so that a large bougie could be passed. from
the lower end of it, through the aneurismal
sac, to the place where the ligature now
remained. ‘About half an inch of the artery
wa$ wanting, which had been, as it were,
cut out: by the ligatures in the first.operation.
The sides of the arteries below the part which
was, ned were.thicker than natural, and their
internal surface was rough, and of aye!lomsh,,
‘white colour. The artria profinda was
filled with ‘coagulated blood, and Kad become
reduced to less than the natural size. The
sides of the artery of the opposite limb Yxad
ﬁrmly united at the* part where i it had been’
it had not diminished in'size in any re-
markable degree above the part which was
closed; «~

It ay be enyuired in this case, why the
artéry did pot heal; but upon, the separation
of the ligature remained widely open. That
the ligature was tightly ‘applied is, I'think,

* evident
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evident from its suppressing all-hzmorrhage
till its separation on the fifteenth day. Iam
inclined to attribute the waat of union in
the artery to its unhealthy state, which
opinion is confirmed by the dissection, which
shewed that even the lower orifice of the
artery had not heajed, whilst the artery in
the other limb which was tied much further
from the aneurism, and where the-vesgel was
more likely to be sound and healthy, had
become firmly united. The event of this
case would induce me to tie’ the-artery as
femotely from the seat of aneurism as could
with propnety be done.

in this ﬁrst Qperat,x,on of tying the external
iliac artery, I was urged to perform it by the

impulse of ‘the mament, for the death of the

patient would otheérwise have been inevitable.
In this case’I thoughlgi I disturbed the Pcnto-
nsum too much, and tied the artery, higher
than was necessary.,’ As the limb, however,
did not appear to syffer materially, I felt ir
a duty to perform a similar operation in the
followmg case., Thc vessel was tlcd Tower
down, so that. at wis brouvht 'mto view at

10 the
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the time of the oper: ation. Tt was tied with two'
ligatures and divided in theinterval ; it after-
wards firmly united at eagch extremity, and
the ligatures came away at the usual time:
neither did there appear any deficiency in the
nutrition of the limb, These circumstances
afford reasonable expectations of success in
future Sperations of this kind, yet in the
present instapce the operation appeared to
have been too long delayed, and the patient
to hate died from an event which was not
foréseen, ‘but which might perhaps have been
prevented.

CASE 1L

Wrungel, a German, by trade a
sugar-baker, of a sjckly aspect and slender
make, about § feet 7 inches high, and near
40 years of age, was admitted into St. Bar-
tholomew’s hospital, on.account of an aneu-
rism in the femoral artery, close to Poupar’s
ligament. This he imputed to a strain
about three weeks before. ‘The tumour at
th¢ timeof admission was of the size of a
small orange, and the. blood. contained in it
was fluid; for it could be entirely expressed
from
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‘from the aneurismal sac. , At a consultation
on the treatment of this case, T said that I Jdid
not think a surgeon warranted in tyin% the
external iliac artery, till he was in Yome
measure compelled to it by the progress of the
disease, for the following rgasons. 1st. An
aneurism, in proportion to its dncrease and
duration, obstructs the passage of the blood
through the natural and pringipal channels,
and obliges it to circulate by other courses,
which are enlarged according to the emgency
of the case. 1t seems highly plobable, tha.t
in proportion to the size of the artery which«
is tied, and the nfagnitude of the part to be
nourished after that operation, so will be
the degree of previous enlargement in these
collateral channels, which is nccessary to en-
sure its success. On this account the opera-
tion should be delayed longer in an inguinal
aneurism than in any other.
2dly. The operatwn of tying the external
iliac artery must, in‘he present state of our
knowledge, be considered as very serious.in
its nature, and ancertain in.its event. I had
then oply once tied this vessel when a man
. would
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would otherwise have bled to death from the
femoral artery; and though the limb was
nourighed, the artery ulcerdfgd. The opera-
tion was done a second time in London, and
the limb mortified ; but no fair practical
inference can, I am told, be drawn from the
latter case, ds the operation was postponed
till mortification was as it were impending.
e

3dly There is some chance in aneurisms
of a ciire spontanéously occurring from the
closufe of the attery above by the coagulation
«of the blood. To cite those instances only
which have come within' my own knowledge,
and which it seems right to mention, as it
increases the stock of facts before the public;
I have known such a spontaneous cure take
place twice in the popliteal artery, ‘once in
the arteria profunda femoris, and. once in
the axillary artery. For these reasons it was
agreed to postpone the operation in the case
of the prcsent patient till circumstances should
appear to demand its perf'orxmnce'

Our

* There was sbout mlvc months ago a soldier in the

York hospital, whohad an aneurism of the femoral artery,
‘ but
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Our poor patient therefbre lay in the hos-
pital during two months, in which tjme his
* disease

but the external tumour had so much overlapped Poupart’s
ligament, and interposed itself between the integuments
and the fascia of the external oblique muscle, 33 to render
an operation very difficult, if not impossible. In this case
the integuments mortifying, occasiongd 3 simultancous
coagulation of the blood in the artery, for though the
coagula came out, yet there was no. fresh hzmorrhage,
and the patient recovered.

Since the preceding edition of thib book, I have segn
two other cases of the spontancous cure of aneurismss,
one was in the external iMac artery, and the aneurismal
sac formed a large tumour within the abdoiren, extending
a8 high as’ the umbilicus and across the belly as far as the
linea alba.

In the other case Icogjecturc ‘that the aneurism was
in the common trunk, whith gives rise to the right
cephalic and subclavian jportion of the brachial artery.
The pressure of the agearismal sac had caused the
absorpnon of the ribs beneath the clavigle, <o- that the
tumour. presented itself .gp exactly in the situation of the
atillary artery that I belifve most surgeons wauld at first
sight have supposed that the tumour, which Was as
large as a large fist, :ﬁ beat vehemeatly, to.have been
an aneurism of that arferys; yet when the subclavian
artery was pressed abowe. the clavjgle, the pulse at the
wrist was stopped,, withont JesseMg: the pulsations of
the aneurism. The patient had-comayzo. London, sup-
posing that some operation might 'be undcrtaken for his

“ +VOL I, T relief.
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disease gradually ‘increased, and his health
declined. Towards the ﬁcr part of the
timer he suffered a great d®1 of pain in the
front of his thigh, which deprived him of
rest, and the whole limb was largely cedema-
tous. These symptoms would naturally arise
from the pressure which the aneurism must
make on the anter ior nerves and absorbents
of the thxgh The tumor had advanced
towards the surface, and the skin had become
slightly inflamed, yet the protruding part of
the tumour was not of greater extent than

selief.  His digestive organs were disordered, and his
heart throbbed violently against his side. I recom-
mended him to live on as sparc a diet as he poss:bly
could, observing to him that by keeping his vessels in
a state frec from plenitude, he was most likely to lessen
that forcible action of the heart which caused the in-
crease of -his disease, whilst at the same time the same
measures would tend to insure the complete digestion
of every yortion of aliment he received into his stumach,
and thereby improve the state pf his digestive organs,
1 urged him also to, .regulate the functions of the other
viscera concerned in digestion. I heard that about six
moniths aftmmdt : was very well, and lately upon
inquiry was infordl that he was as well as at any

period of his kfv,

when
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when he was first admitted into the hospital,

and no judgment could be formed of that
part which wasfnore deeply situated, on
account of the general swelling of the thigh..

The blood could even now be expressed from
the prommcnt part of the tdmour, and I felt
anxious, lest the obstruction to the circulation
in the main artery should not have been suf-
ficient to have obliged the blodd to circulate
by other channels. It deserves to be re-
marked, that the aneurism may extend pon-
siderably beneath the fascia of the thigh, |
causing pain and gedema by its pressure, and
yet that part which advances® towards the
surface may be of no great magnitude,

The patient’s sufferings increased consider-
ably during the week preceding the operation,
so that he declared his present state was
almost insupportable, and solicited that
sémething might be done to clange it
cithet for the better or the worse. . He
never, however, was able to explam the cause
of this uncommon degrecgpf anxiety and
inquictude. '

T2 The
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The operation was undertaken on Saturday
the 24th of October. An incision of three
inches in length was madé: through the in-
teguments of the abdomen, beginning a little
above Poupart’s ligament, and being conti-
nued upwards; ft was more than half an
inch on the outside of the upper part of the
abdeminal ring, to avoid the epigastric artery.
The aponeurosis of the external oblique mus-
cle beipg thus exposed, was next divided in
the direction of the external wound. The
lower part of the internal oblique muscle was

"thus uncovered, and the finger being intro-
duced below ¢he inferior margin of it and of
the transervalis muscle, they were divided
by the crooked bistoury for about one inch
and a half. I now introduced my finger
beneath the bag of the peritonzum, and car-
ried it upwards by the side of the psoas
muscle, so‘as to touch the artery about an
inch ahove Poupart’s ligament. [ took cate
todisturb the peritonzum as little as*pos-
sible, detaching' it to no greater extent than
wduld serve t% admit my two fingers to
touch the vessel. The pulsations of the
artery made’it clearly distinguishable from

‘ the
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the contiguous parts, but I could not get
my finger round it with the facility which I
expected. This™was the only circimstance
which caused any delay in the performance of
the operation. After ineffectual trials to pass
my finger beneath the artéry, I was obliged
to make a slight incision on either side of
it, in the same manner as is necessary when
it is taken up in the thigh, where the fascia
which binds it down in its situation is;strong.
After 'this I found no difficulty in passing
my forefinger beneath the artery, Wthh’I
drew gently down, se as to see it behind thé
bag of the peritoneum. By means of an
eyed probe two ligatures were conveyed
round the vessel ; one of these was carried
upwards as far as the artery had been de-
tached, and the othér downwards: they were
firmly tied, and the vessel was divided in
the space between them. Nothing further
remained than to dlose the external wound,
which was done sy one suture, and some '
strips of sticking-plaster. The threads of the
upper ligature were left -out of the wdund
above the suture which closed its edges, and
those’of the lower beneath. -

T3 A few
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A few remarks on this operation may be
permitted. Lo divide the parietes of the
abdomer, push asxde the peritonzum, and tie
the external iliac artery by the side of the
psoas muscle, isan operation more formidable
in sound, and orrits first proposition, than
it is in réality. It is-performéd almost with-
out shedding blood, so-that-the principal cir-
cumstances‘of ‘it are very evident. When I
formerly performed this operation, I was
urged to if by immediate neccssxty I tied the
artery much higher than in the present case,
‘disturbed the peritonzum ip a greater degree,
and, ctontrdry to my own principles, I did
not divide the artery.” In the present. case,
having time to deliberate upon- the steps of
the operation, I detached merely so much of
the peritonzum as enabled me to reach’ the
artery, as far as I convemen‘tly could above
Poupart’s ligament ; but not so far as to make
it difficult to ascertain that I surrounded the
artery only with my ﬁngen without injuring
any of the adjacenit parts, nor so far but that
1 could draw 'down and distinguish the artery
which I included int the ligature. The re-
membrance of the swelling in the external

*6 « iliac
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iliac glands, and of the ulceration of the
artery in the former case, led to this dxﬁ”crence
of conduct.

The poor man was greatly exhausted by
the operation, and his leg. which had been
chilled by exposure during the operation,
continued very cold ifor a long time after-
wards. It was wrapped up in flannels, to
prevent the dissipation of its own heat ; but
I woyld not apply any artificial warmth to
restore its temperature lest it’ should act ag a
snmulant.

+He could not compose himself after the
operation, nor did he sleep during the night,
so that on the followiag day his state was-
very unpromising. ; His pulse beat 160 ina
minute,: his tongue; was covered by a dark
brown fur; helooked agitated, and a purging
took _place, which was not restrained till
the following mght by a cordial and opiate
mixture, Respectmg his pulse, it is proper
to mention that it beat 120 most days ip the
week preceding the operation,- -

T4 His
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Hxs thigh was aswarm as that of the sound
side, his leg cooler than the opposite one, and
his foot cnany degrees colder. He had, how-
ever, perfect sensation in his toes, and power
of moving them. The leg and foot were
rubbed with qil threc or four times a day, in
order to prevent any stagnation in the veins,
and to diminish perspiration. It was well
covered as befoce by flannels.

On Mogday,'tile 2d day (Oct. 26.) the pulse
was léss frequerit: he had slept a good deal
wrmg the night, and seemed stupified by the
opium ; but-was on the whole so little better,
that I concluded he would gradually sink in
consequence of the shock of the operation:
The temperature of ¢he: limb was a little
increased. 'The man however took bread and
milk and other food in moderate quantities,
whenever it was offered to him: the purging
having ceased, the quantity of the opiate was-

+diminished. He rather jmproved in the
evening, and rested well during the night ; so
that on (Oct 27.) the third day after that of
« the operation, every circumstance wore a
favourable aspect.  His pulse did not exceed
*4 ' . 100,
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'100, and was moderately firm-and full ; his
appetite had increased : the temperature of
the limb was a good deal augmented,”so that
his foot was scarcely coldet than that of the
sound side ; and the cedema of the limb was
COnsiderably diminished. I now dressed his
wound, in which he had not complained of
pain, nor of any tenderness, when the sur-
rounding parts were compressed. The in=
cision appeared but as a line, except at the
neighbourhood of the hgatures wheré it was
a little open, and from whence there issusd
a moderate quantity of as healthy pus-as I
had ever seen. The surrounding parts were
perfectly natural both in appearance and sen-
sation.  On the fourth day (Oct. 28.) he was
still better: his pulse 9 ; his appetite good ;
his sleep sound; and his limb lessening in
size, and increasing in warmth, ‘The students
at the hospital had dressed the wound before
my 4rrival, and reported that the discharge
was tinged with blood,

On the fifth day (Oct. 29.), he was still
better, his pulse being but 8o when I
counted.,
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counted it. -The, wound and contiguous
parts looked remarkably well, but a bloody
sanies was discharged, which I felt unable to
account for.

On the sixth day (Oct. 30.) the state of
his healthk and limb continued as well, if not
improving, ‘The bloody discharge however
had increased in quantlty. insomuch that it
ran through the coverings of the wound and
soiled the bed; it had also become feetid,
From the. first occurrence of this bloody
discharge 1 felt consxdcrable uneasiness
respecting it. I could not believe that a
healthy wound would secrete such a sanies,
and I felt apprehensive lest the wound should
spread from disease. . Nething however took
place to confirm this idea. It seemed pro-
bable also that if the aneurismal sac were not
entire, some of the blood being exposed to
the air might tinge the discharge from the
~wound, and ‘grow putrid. I frequently
pressed on the tumour, but could press no
blood fmm the wonnd In this state of un-
certainty it was, however, pleasing to observe,

. that
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that the patient’s health contihued in every
respect better than could reasonably have
been expected.

“The circumstances of the case remained
very much the same during the seventh and
eighth days after the operation.. On the
morning of the niuth (Nov.2.) when I
came to the hospital, I met Sir<Cltarles Blicke,
who told me that the poor Gerrman was
dying; intelligence which equally surpnscd
and shocked me.

He was indeed in a dreadfu) state, appear-
ing like¢ a man far advanced in typhus fever,
His pulse was 150 ; his tongue covered with
a brown fur; his inteliect wavering, and the
action of his muscles tremulous. On exa.
mining the wound, with a view ‘to discover
the cause of this great and sudden alteration,
and pressing on the tumour beneath Poupart’s
ligament; I forced out a great quantity of«
blood, rendered fluid and* highly feetid by
putrefaction, insomuch that it instantly black-
ened the probe with which tt accidentally
came in contact.

The
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The cause and ctrcumstances of the bloody
discharge were now made clear; the surface
of thg edposed coagulated blood of the aneu-
rism had at first tinted the discharge from the
wound, and then had, by gradual dissolution,
been more plentifully commixed with it, and
given it a.degtee of putridity. Till, however,
the whole mass had become putrid, and had
been converted'in consequence into a fluid, it
could ngt be forced out from beneath Poupart’s
ligament .when pressure was made on the
tumour ; tor did it till that period excite
Inflummation in the sursounding parts by its
acrimony, or «derange the constitution by its
absor:tion. '

After entirely expressing the putrid blood

I washed out the cyst with warm water, till
it returned untinged. The relief which was
by these means afforded to the poor man was
very. striking and considerable, His pulse
became moderate, his intellect clear; he had
some refreshing sleep, and again took food in
moderate quantities. On the following day,
when the integuments beneath Poupart’s
‘ligament were compréssed, a considérable
{uantity
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quantity of feetid discharge dnd air were

forced out. It wasnot however at all tinged

with blood, and appeared to me to bé merely

the secretion from the cyst which had con-,
tained the blood. 1 directed that this dis-

charge should be pressed-out; the cavity

syringed, and a poultice applied thee times

a day; but finding a considerable quantity of
fetid fluid still lodged in the cyst, 1 thought it

right to make an opening into it bheneath

Poupart’s ligament, to afford it a more ready

exit. No abatement in the quantity’, or altera-

tion in the quality of the discharge, was’
however remarked ; it seemed to be suchas a

sloughing sore commonly furnishes,

This fever came on on the evenirig of the
eighth day (Nov. 1.} after that of the opera-
tion; and I am convinced it would have
speedily destroyed the patient, had not the
cause been detected and removed. The powers
of his constitution rallied again; his pulse
was firm, and often, not mdre than. roe ; he
took sufficient food, and slept moderately
well.  But the part, as has been: said, did
not go on well, and seemed to prevent any-:

increase
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increase of strength. For a week I was not
without hopes that some favourable change
might happen, but afterwards I lost all such
expectations, as his already much reduced
powers were still further declining; neverthe-
less, he held"out’ more than ‘another week,
when he-died on November 16, the twenty-
third day after the operation. A few days
before his death both ligatures came away
with the dressings.

Dissectjon, :

A vegy'sl'ight adhesion had taken place be-
tween the sigmoid flexure of the colon and
that part of the peritonzum which was oppo-
site to the wound, but there was no other

appedrance of that membrane, or of the
bowels, having suffered any inflammation in
conseguence of the operation. The perito-
nzuin was-separated from the loins, and from
the postetior half of the feft side of the dia-
phragm, by a considerable collection of blood,
which extended downwards to Poupart’s liga-
ment, and communicatéd urider that ligament -

"by a small apcn:ture with the aneurismil sac.
*  This
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'This opening was situated in the direction of
that crevice which is found between the inter~
nal iliac and psoas muscles. The only ratjonal
explanation that ¢an be given of the forma-,
tion of this collection is, that the blood had-
burst its way from the aneudrismal sac in the
vacancy between the muscles just mentioned ;
after which it would readily and extensively
separate the peritoneum in° the manner
described. I am inclined to attributé to this
circumstance the undefinable disturbange of
health which the poor patient suftered during
the week preceding the operation. It may,”
perhaps, excite surprise that this collection
did not become putrid.

No particular account can be given of the
aneurismal sac beneath Poupart’s -ligament,
since it and the contiguous parts had sloughed
in consequence of the irritation of the putrid
biood. A .small apeyture had been made by
this sloughing .in the front-of the-erbicular
ligament of the hip joint, anid a.small gxtent
of the thigh bone was, by the same catse,
deprived of its periosteums. -: .. -

" A bougie
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A bougie was passed from the lower end
of the femora) artery into the sac.

The extremities of the external iliac artery,
‘which had been divided in the operation,
were united together by a firm new-formed
substange ; the sides of each extremity were
perfectly closed, and a small plug of coagu-
lated blood wus found in each.

Ha\;ing thus given as brief an account as
I am able of the circumstances of this case,
‘as they appeared to me, I cannot conclude
without mentioning the observations of
others, particularly as they may assist in
suggesting rules of conduct for future
operations on similar cases. It has been
said that the irritation of the aneurismal
bag was probably a spontaneous occurrence,
and not the effect of the acrimony of the
putrid blood. But the suddenness of this
attack, the manifest existence of a cause
sufficient to produce it, and the total ab-
sence of such an occurrence in all other
cases of aneurism, render this supposition
- highly improbable. ‘

It
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It has also been imagined that part of the
discharged blood might have returned from
the lower end of the artery. Thie latter
opinion is very improbable, since, after” the
complete removal of the blood, none re-"
turned by that channel : and in the first case
which I have related, none retured’ by the
inferior part of the artery, though the area
of it was still of its natural dimensions, and
unobstructed. This latter observation had
tended to diminish my confidence in the
powers of the communicating char: ne]s *and
made me wish tp defer the performance of the»
operation as long as possible. It scems evi-
dent that in the present instance it was too
long delayed.,

It would be desirable in future to perform
the operation before an extensive diffusion of
blood had taken place; indeed, could the
acequateness of the cpllateral arteries for the
supply of the limb ]Je established, it would
be proper to operat¢ at an-early period of
the disease.

VOL. I. v o It ,
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It deserves to*be considered whether, in
cases where. it is probable the blood is
becomt diffused, it might not be right at
the time of the operation to open the aneu-
rismal bag, and remove the blood. I should,
however, be cinclined to postpone this
attempt ; for, perhaps, no necessity might
exist, as putrefaction might not take place.
A few days ill determine the degree of life
of the iimb, and would make a wound less
likc?ly to ulcqrgte or slough.  Should signs of
‘the putréfaction of the blood ensue, or the
probability of such an  occurrence become
‘evident, I should think it necessary to make
a small opening into the aneurismal bag for
the removal of the contained blood. This
being done, if no Blood came from the lower
orifice. of the artery, there would be no
necessity for tying it.

CASE III. '

Jane .Field, hged 404 who ha& been in.the
habit ‘of drmkmg, 0 excess, was admitted
into St. nghqlomw &Hosptal thh a very

-, large
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large femoral aneurism, reaching as high as
Poupart’s hgament. The whole limb was
cedematous, but in no very considerable
degree. She was quite incapable of using.
the least exercise, or of sitting upright; and
even in bed, she suffered 'coni_inual‘ pain,
which was much ag'gravated dun’ng the
pulsation of the aneurism. The pain was
so violent as to preclude slecp. She had
no appetite; her pulse was feeble and fre-
quent, generally exceeding 100; but oher
tongue was not furred ; and her bowels wexe
regular. '

On Saturday, 11th October 1806, the
operatlon was performed in the same manner
as in the last case. An incision, about three
inches in length, was made through the
integuments of the abdomen, in the direc-
tion of the artery, beginning just above
Poupart’s ligament; ; ; 'Having divided the
skin and apdneuros:s«;bf the external oblique
muscle, 1 mtroduceci my ﬁngcr between the
margin of the mternal obhque and trars-
verse muscles and’ the pentonaewn "1 then

divided’ their lower cdges_unwards, in the
U2 direction
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direction of the external wound, to the
extent'of an inch and a half, with a probe-
pointed bistoury. Having thus made room

"for the admission cf my finger, 1 put it

down upon_the, artery, felt its pulsations,
and gently insinuated it beneath the vessel ;
and theh, with the aneurismal needle, passed
under it swp moderately thick ligatures,
carrying them upwaids and downwards, as
far as'the detachment of the artery permitted,
aud'tying thém as firmly as I could. Inext
divided the artery in the interval, but much
nearer to the lower ligatufe than to the upper
one. 'The wound was afterwards closed, in
the middle by a ligature, and in other parts
by sticking-plaster, Upon removing the
patient to bed, she complained of great pain
in the, wound, and in her head; and was
very réstless and ungovernable, She wished
for somethmg to procure sleep, and I gave
her twenty-five drops of laudanum, This,
instead of .having the &csxrcd effect, made
hey much miore restless ;; she was continually,
changing her _position_ in. bed, and com-
plaining ofiwidlent Tr&adach At night she
became more tranquil, The one foot was

*7 . much
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much colder than the other; but the hmbs
at the knees were nearly of an equal tem-
perature, )

Sunday, 12th, I visited her early in the
morning, and found that she had been
moderately quiet during the night ;. that she
had suffered much pain in her foot, but
none in the wound. The paia m the limb
she described as having first attacked the
thigh, next the leg, and afterwards the foot,
which last pain had now cedsed. The foot
was warmer than it was the preceding
evening, and in a state of perspiration: it
was four degrees of heat lower, by Fahren-
heit’s scale, than that of the healthy limb.
The superficidl veins of the leg were filled
with blood. Her pulse was g6. She had
no appetite. I left ther with a promise to
visit her again at night, recommending her
to lie quiet, and talé;e some simple pourish-
ment. About ngoh, one .of the: dressers, -
observing that her: skin was het, and the
tongue dry, gaveé' hér some sadmc medioine,
with a small quantity of antimonial wine,
which occasioned vommng, and such con-,,

vy tinued
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tinued nauseh, that she refused all kinds of
food. The Jimb, at night, continued in
the ‘i"“’}fc state as in the morning. She was
free from pain; her pulse 120.  As she was
"without an evacuation, I gave her a pill,
containing two and a half grains of pil, aloer.
e myrrb.;with the same quantity of extract of
colocynth, ordering it to be repeated in the

morning, if recessary.

Mohday, 13th. The foot was nearly of the
same temperature with the other. She had had
*two stools, and felt much more comfortable,
Still; however, she had an aversion to all kinds
of nourishment. Her pulse was 150 and
160, at different times of the day. I may
here mention, that etery subsequent day, she
had one or more stools,’ without having
recourse to opening medicine ; and whenever
she was more irritable or disturbed than
usual, ghe had a tendency to purging. In
the evening of this day, I jnquired if she had
awish for ahy particular kind of nourish-

ment; and, at her suggestion, gave her half -
a pint of porter, with some ginger and toasted
bread. ‘This seemed to agree with her
) stomach,
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stomach, as she slept the whole night, and
awoke much refreshed the next marning,
Her tongue was then clean; she t«ot\ spme
tea and muffin for breakfast, and biwth and
bread, in moderate quantities, in thecourse
of the day. Half a pint of - porte. was
allowed her at dinner and supper, “Her
pulse this day (Tuesday) was 95. Thefot
warmer than the other. The Wound vas.
dressed for the first time; it appeared Wil
closed, and discharged but little. -Wedpe.
day, pulse about the same number ;* had slc’;,
during the night, but not $o soundly as or.*
the preceding one. The wound "and conti-
guous parts were tender ; therc was a con-
siderable discharge, which was fetid;  the
lower ligature came off the artery, The
artery, as I have mentioned, was divided very
near to the lower ligature; and it is pro-
bable, that, in the restlessness of the patient
subsequent to the: operatlon, the magjons of
the limb had drawn] the attery from out of

the ligature *. ,
AR Thursdav,

* I have never made use of the expgd:ent suggented
by Mr. Henry Cline, for secuting liggtures upon arterics,

- U4 since
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T hursday,. The wound very tender, and
the skip hud inflamed very much ; pulse 84.

. Fridy, The discharge from the wound
Tess inquantity, and more puriform ; pulse
the sane in number, but very feeble.,

faturday, The patient had been seized in
‘th middle of ‘the night with severe headach
ad shivering, and in the morning she could
at mo breakfast. Her tongue was rather

L]

since T never felt its necessity; ant! because I have always
thought it right to tie a large artery with so thick a liga-
ture, that it would have been unsuitable to the practice
which he has recommended. Onpe advantage arising from
tying a large artery with a thick ligature is, that it may be
drawn as tight as possible, without apprehension of cutting
the vessel, or of its speedily coming off from it.  Should
I, in any future instance, think it right to oppose any
mechanical obstacle to the ligature’s coming off the vessel
which it encircles, I should do it 'in the following granner.
Having tied a large knot at one end of -a small thread," I
would pass it, by means of a gommon sewing needle,
through the middle of the artery, in front of the ligature
which encircles it; I would then form a second thick knot
on the thread, close upon the surface of the vessel. These
two knots would, I think, present a considerable obstacle
to the slipping of the circular ligature from off the end of

the artery. | '
¢

dry,
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dry, and slightly covered with a brown fur;
pulse 95, and feeble. Half a pint of wine
was allowed her in sago, in addition to the
porter ; and she took the znfus. menth. vitriol,
of the hospital, with some ftincture of
gentian.

Sunday, $he was much better; tomgue
moist and clean, and her appttite much im-~
proved. She disliked the bitterneSs of the
medicine, peppermint-water ,was. thergfore
substituted for the common mint?water, and
the tincture of genfian was omltted pulse
82; sl-.m cool.

Monday, In the same state as yesterday ;
granulations appeared in the wound below
the ligature, which'closed it in the middle.
This part of the wound is now about an
inch in breadth, and a third moré in length,
The wound abov‘e the ligature about one
fourth of an inck acxoss ; and the new flesh,’
by which it is udited, of a tawny colour,
and ﬂabby texture. The surface of the
skin, to a considerable extént from the
wound, red and excoriated.

Tuesday,
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Tuesday, She had a return of headache,
with loss of appetite; her pulse 96. There
flowed from the wound a considerable dis-
charge, of an offensive smell, and seemingly
irtitating to the skin over which it passed.
she complaired ©f having had a restless
night; and ‘observed that, in general, she
found herself well or ill, as the preceding
night had passed comfortably or otherwise.
Thinking it probable that the irritable state
of the waund ,might contribute, in a great
medsure, t0 prevent her from sleeping, I
dressed 1t with an aqueous solution of
opium, and emeared the excoriated skin
with lard, to prevent the acrimonious dis-
charge from affecting it. All appearance of
gragulations in the wound had vanished.
I ordered her fifteeen drops of laudanum
in her night draught; and, instead of the
infus. menth.. witriol. 1 gave het dococt.
ciinchon. 3> with 3j of tinct. card. comp. every
four hours.- . “

Wednesday, She had a comfortable might,
with much sleep ; her pulse 80.” The wound
greatly amendé‘d..  The discharge putiferm,

*10 o less
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less fetid, and smaller in quantify. The new
flesh above the ligature florid ; and granu-
lations appeared again on the sides’ of the
wound, below the ligature. The same treat-
ment was continued.

Thursday, She had not rested "so well,
and complained of headach The wound,
however, was rather befter than en the pre;
ceding day. I cut out the,ligatuse which
“closed the wound in the middle, thmkmg it
might tend to kecp up ir ritation.  She ttri-
buteu the pain in hcl head to the opium she:
had taken ; to ascertain this point, I ordered
the dose to be mcreascd to twenty-five
drops.

Friday, She had slept well, and was free
from  headach ; her pulse under 8o. . .This
day, the ligature, frém the upper part of the
agtery, came away with the dnessm@ The
excoriated 'skin hgdg healed ; the redness was o
inconsiderable. TI;P wound, in every part,
had a healing appegrance.‘ It 'seems unne-
cessary to detail partxcularly the subscquent
part qf the case. $he was kept in-bed to the

- end
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end of the third week, when she was allowed
to sit up, that her bed might be made. I
thoughi this caution requisite, from know-
ing that ligatures are. detached from arteries
‘hefore the sides of the vessel are united. I
also confined her to bed during the whole of
the fourth week; but advised her to move
the limb about frequently. The wound
healed like a healthy wound ; and was nearly
closed in a month. after the operation.
Durmk the third week, when the wound no
lpng‘er provcd a source of irritation, her
.pulse did not exceed 7 5, strokes in a minute ;
it was generally lower, and once I found it
to be only 68. At the expiration of the
month, she got up daily, and walked about
the ward ; althoughy on her admission into
the hospital, she was incapable of walking at
all. There was not the least cedema of the
limb. . It circumference, at the calf, was
but one third of an inch less than the oppe-
" site s:f Having walked many times the
length of the ward, she ‘became tired, and
thought that the limb which had been ope-
rated on, felt ‘more fatlgued than the other.
The aneunsmal tumour remains af this
' ) : . time
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time of a considerable size. It is certainly
more than one third less than at the time
of the operation. I-have related the, case
thus particularly, in order that the reader
may judge of it for himself. To me it ap-
pears, from this and the formef " cages, that,
in an advanced state of femoral aneurism,
the artery may be ticd above Poupart s liga-
ment, with as little detriment to the circut
lation of the limb, as in other cases of aneu-
rism, where the operation ls-attended.wuh
very constant success. The symptoms 1m-
mediately subsequ-em‘to the operation, appear
to me to have arisen entirely from the irrit-
able and weak state of the patient. She had
pain in the head from the operation ; and so
she had afterwards, whenever her health was
disordered by irritation. Her pulse, prior
to her taking the medicine which acted as an
emetlc, was 96 ; but the subaequent day it
was 1 50 or 16o0. :,Thls appears ™ be the
result of the state §f the stomach, for that !
becoming tranqull,, the pulse was agam Te-
duced to g5 or gé. In a cohstitution so
weak and irritable, 2 wound was not likely
to héal kmdfy ; and all ‘the subsequcnt Cir~ee
cumstances
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cumstances of the case are satisfactorily cx-
plained, as the effects of an irritable wound,
acting dpon an irritable constitution. Upon
.the wound becoming healthy, at the expira-
tion of a fortnight, all variations of the con-
stitution, ceased. . I cannot, therefore, but
consider-the perplexmg circumstances that
succeeded the operation, as the effect of the
patient’s peculiarity of constitution, and not
as arising fronr the operation itself, or from -
the. state of .the limb consequent to such
an’ operation. ' A similar operation has
lately been performed by Mr. Frere, of
Birmingham, with success. The patient
being healthy, the wound healed without
difficulty.

Mr. Tornlinson, of Birmingham also, per-
formed a suml«u operation with equal suc-
cess, SO that 1t seems proved that the external
iliac- ar‘?:ry may be tied, in the case of %

 femoral aneurism, with aslittle detriment to

the limb, as occurs from tying the femoral
artéiy in a case of popliteal aneurism, 1
lately saw the woman who was the subject
wof the last case which I have related; and
* there
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there is no distinguishabl¢ difference in the
size or strength of the two extremities.

CASE IV.

J. Peterson, a Swedish sailor,” abaut forty
years of age, was admitted into St. Bar-
tholomew’s hospital, on account of an aneu-
rism of the femoral artery, just below the
groin. He was a thin man, but had strong
muscles. = He had a languid® appéarastce ;
and lis pulse was small and feeble; his,
appetite, according to his report, moderate,
and bowels regular; his tongue, hawever,
was much furred. As the upper and most
prominent part’ of the aneurismal tumour
was ascending above 'Poupart’s ligament, "so
as to make it probable, that if it increased
it might overlap theiligament, and render
the operation difficulf, delay was inadmis-
sible, and “the opcrat;on was performed on
Saturday, 2 5th Februpry 1809, It was ac-
complished as .in the preceding case, I put
my finger behind the peritonzum, and
clearly distinguished the cylingrical form,
and ﬁrmness of the artery ; but 1 could not

perceive
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perceive its pulsation. I pressed on the
vessel, and the beating of the aneurism
ceased ; I remitted the pressure, and it was
renewed. Having thus ascertained that I
had my finger upon the artery I tried to,
separate it, 50 as get my finget round it ; but
I could -not succeed. I thén tried with the
point of the aneurism needle, corrying it
‘close to the artery from without, towards the
cavity of the pelvis ; but the vessel yielded
so considerably, that I did not accomplish it.
I tried in a contrary direction, and thongh
the artery receded frem ts situation, as I
think, fully half an inch; yét by perseve-
rance I accomplished my purpose. I then
pasged another aneurismal needle, threaded
with a double hgature through the track
that I had made, and tied each Ygature
firmly. I have related these circumstances,
that the reader may know why the artery
was. xf'o{ tied as it-was in the preceding
case. I could not brmg the artery into
view. "I 'might -have done, s0- lower down
nearer to Poupart’s ligament; but the ap-
prehension- of producmg ‘any communica-
tion between the air and the blood of the

aneurismal
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aneurismal bag, which might occasion its
putrefaction, made me tie the artery at some_
distance above the ligament. The recession
of the artery in this case, ‘before the pressure
made by the aneurismal needle, was so con~
siderable-as to excite my surPrises

The patient lay upon his side with his
thigh bent upon the pelvis, and for the first.
three days after the operation without pain,
or any apparent disturbance of his constitu-
tion. He was fed with bread and'tea, artd
bread and broth, and his bowels were regular.
The wound seemed closed by adhesion, ex-
cept at its lower part, where the ligatures
came out. On the fourth night, he was
seized with violent and distressing pain in
the epigastric region, and on the left side
of his chest; he had not the least sleep, and
felt very anxious and disturbed. His pulse
bezt the next day 130 i a minute ; 1 skin
was hot and dry, his face flushed, and his
tongue'icovered with ‘a dry brown crust.
Two grains of calomel were given to him!
and effervescing saline draughts were taken

VOL. I. X ! every
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every four hours, The calomel produced 4
purging stool during the night, which had
not a',drop of bile in it. The following
day“his pulse exceeded 100 only by a few
strokes, his skin felt temperate, his tongue
was moist, and-not so brown or incrusted.
His pain, also, was much diminished, though
the epigastric region was still tender. His
saline draughts were continued, and he
was directed to take five grains of the pilul.
hydrarg. each night. The next day he was
still better ;' ‘his pulse go, his skin moist,
and his tongue cleaner ; he took food with=
out dxsgust though not With much appetite.
As he had no evacuation from his bowels,
a little opening electuary was given him,
and the saline draughts were changed for
the infus. menth. vitriol. with a little tinct,
cardam. He had a stool in the night, which
was of «light ochre colour ; that is, a light
browxzé,f ~hich dilution would not. convert
into a yellow. He continued the same medi-
cines till the tenth day ‘after the operation,
{ath an evxdent amendment in his health ;
though the alxme discharges which we

8 con-
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contrived to procure daily, were still of the
colour above described, though somewhat
deeper.

On the tenth day, after observing hi+’
tongue and pulse, &c. those who saw him,
joined with me in opinion, that h? was in
better health than when he was admitted
into the hospital.

During this constitutional dlst,urbancc, '
the upper part of the wound’ became Spen,
and the discharge was offensive and irrita-
ting, and excoriated the skin over which it
flowed. I therefore greased it with fresh
lard at each dressing, to prevent as much
as possible the discharge from acting upon
it. Some swelling of the parts on that side
of the weund next the ilium also took place.
$till there was nothing very *nlaterially
vrrong, and the stateof the wour.! eradually
amended as the pauents health became -
tranquil,

On the tenth day, the ligatures cémc,
away, and then the patient first complained

» X2 of »
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of a'pain on the inside of his thigh, just
above his kne;.

Oh the cleventh day he repeated his

‘complaints, and said that the pain disturbed
him, and prevented hig# sleeping during the
night. 4 kuew not to what to attribute it ;
I thought it might indicate some irritation
of the anterigr crural nerve; however, as
the patieat remained pretty well, I gave no
directions respecting it. ‘
. On the twelfth day, when I visited the
patient, I was shocked at his appearance.
His countenance expressed great anxiety
and despondency; and his pulse was more
than 120. His tongu¢ was covered with
a brown fur. He had missed his regular
cvacuation from the bowels. Beigg clear
that the gelomel had been of essential service
before, Lave him two grains of that me.
.dicine, and ordered again the effervescing
draughts,

k.
Un the thirteenth day, he was no better ;
but more languid, The calomel had .pro-

' , duced
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duced two copious loose stdols, scarccly
tinted with an ochre colour, 1 requested
Dr. Roberts to see him, who directed him
to take a grain of opium at night; order-
ed him sago and wine for food; and the
infusion of carearilla with- tinct. of co-
lumbo. ‘

Fourteenth day, he neither seemed better
nor worse ; - he had slept four hozrs in the
night. A slight blush of the skin dppeared”
on the inside of the thigh, such as indicates
inflammation of the absorbing vessels. Fow
mentations and poultice were directed to this
part. Dr.R. also ordered half a grain of
calomel, with five-of cicuta, to be taken night
and morning. :

Fifteenth day, heawas considerably better,
though his leg continued painfufi ; the pain
however.was diminished., . He v« directed
to continue the s.imc medlcmcs ; and toe
insure a good night, if one grain of opium
failed to give him rest, he was allowed toshke
another aftes four hours,

Sixtccnthv*'
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Sixteenth day, Not quite so well, He
had had no evacuation for the last twenty-

four honrs. He took a little opening
electuary. ~

Seventeenth day, He had a stool during
the night,' and was better. His thigh was
cedematous but- not painful. ‘The pain was
descending towards his ancle. "Dr. Roberts
wished hime to take the blue pill in preference
to the calomel. Five grains were therefore
gweq ‘each night,

Eighteenth day, He was 'better, and con-
tinued gradually to improve till the twenty-
fourth day, when he declared he felt quite
well, and had had six ‘hours comfortable
sleep. The colour of the stools had been
gradually ~improving, and on that day,
when suclrd marked amendment took place,
the stqol_seight be said to be nearly pro~«
perly tinctured with bile, ~amd of a proper
consistence.

\. :

_ Diring this time an abscess had formed
on the inside of . thc thigh, a little above the
: . knee,
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knee, where the absorbents ‘of the limb
began to inflame, and the matter had been
discharged by a puncture made with a Jancet,
Swelling in the ham likewise took-place, and
was apparently caused by the irritation of
the absorbents in that past, but no matter
formed in it; and- the leg -allo became
cdematous. The wound made by the ope- -
ration had healed firmly and al} tumefaction
about it had subsided, As ths Patient s
bowels acted regularly, no medicines were
now given him,

After about a week had elapsed, he was
seized as before with pain in the epigastric
region, rheumatism in the right shoulder,
and inability to move the right arm. His
countenance agam expressed despondency
and disturbance ; his pulse was frequent and
his skin hot; the abscess also Was painful
and discharged copiously, and “ecame dis-
tended with matter, so that it seemed neces+
sary to enlarge the aperture, which had nearly
healed. His tongue was much furred, and }
his stools had no bile in them,

He
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He again téok cglemel at first, and after- '
wards the pilul : hydrarg : and the secretion
~of bile was gradually renewed and increased,
as in"the 'preceding instances, which pro-
duced a proportionate amendmient in his
general health, His timb also was so much
improved ‘as -to enable hiin to. walk about
the ward, and to go out occasionally into
the air.

Believing that living in a better air would
greatly contribute to the restoration of his
bealth, he was soon afterwards discharged
from the hespital ; lookmg as well as he
did on his admission, and capable of walking
with but little infirmity. He was advised
to take the pilul : hydfarg : every second
night, till- the secretion of bile was right,
and to -take them afterwards whenever he
perceived <t to be deficient or faulty. He
was also eaieined to keep his bowels regular
+n other respects.

"The cases which I have related and- refer-
. red to, shew that the current of blood through
the external liac artery may be stopped,

without
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without occasioning afy .material, or even
evident diminution of the powers of the

limb. It aso appears to me that this
operation does not disturb the constitution,

in a greater degree, than a similar one per °

formed upon arterics of dess, magnitude.
It 1s true, that considerable disordér of the
constitution took place %1 the cases which I
have related, but- it seemed te have arisen
from the peculiarities of the state -of heaith
of the patients, and not as_a nccessary
conscquence of the operatior. In the" Tlast
case, every thing went on" favourably till
a disorder of the digestive organs occurred.
To such disorder, it ,cannot be doubted that
there was a strong pre-disposition; and of
which, the operationi Ly its effects on the
mind as well as the body, confinement in
an hospital, and great alteration of diet may
be considered as the exciting tauses., I
think it probable that the state ¢ the con-
stitution might have greatly contributed to
produce the general irritation of the absor-
bents of the limb, which was first ebserved
on the day when the ligatures came awfhy.

I cannot doubt but that the inflammation-
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of these vessels did™ s indeed it generally
does, greatly disturb the constitution and
aggravae its disordered state. “These con-
jectures appear to me to be verified by the
Tast occurrence which I have related. When
the wound was healed,-and the Iimb so well
as that it pf obably could impart no irritation
to the gcneral systein, from leavmg off the
mercurial medicing, disorder of the digestive
organs r.curred and produced the effects
which 1 have dcscrlbed

That the fé'moral ancunsm, when it
occurs near to the groin, may, like other
aneurisms, sometimes he cured by the pro-
cesses of nature, is proved by experience;
yet this is not likeiy ‘to be the common
event of such cases. I knew two instances
of patients dying of hzmorrhage from such
aneurisnis. The sufferings both of body
and mind,” in these cases, weré shocking.
The patients were unable to move, and the
dxstenswn of the integuments, and pressure
or the” nerves occasioned great pain and
irrd atxom The patients also lay apprehen-
“sive and uncertain Qf the ‘hour ‘when, their

16 %ﬁ'ermgs
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sufferings rmght be ‘tevininated by a fcalful
and fatal hamorrhage, 1 think myself there-
fore fortur.ate that I was first, ase1t were,
compelled to perform an operation, which, I
trust, may be found to diminish the sufferings,
and preserve the lives of ‘those, afflicted with
this disease,

Strahan anuPrestor,
Printers-Strejt, London.















